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· KFOR without an action plan for the north (Koha Ditore) 

· Markovic: Albanians boycott of census dictated by Pristina (Koha) 

· Thaçi’s announcements (Express)
· Oliver’s offer (Express)

· Shala: Yes to the political talks (Epoka e Re)

· Jahjaga in race for Presidency (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR without an action plan for the north (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that local Serbs in the north of Kosovo started Saturday to cement their barricades. They initially started putting concrete at the bridge over the Ibër River, which divides the city of Mitrovica, and then moved to concrete in place all barriers. A source from the north informed that KFOR, EULEX and the Kosovo Police followed the action very closely. KFOR announced on Sunday that it has not made a decision on how best to deal with the situation. “KFOR is still scrutinizing some issues on how to act in order to return the situation back to normal,” said KFOR spokesperson at the Multinational Brigade, Frank Martin. 

Markovic: Albanians boycott of census dictated by Pristina (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s chief of the coordinating body for Presevo Valley and Minister for human rights and local self-administration, Milan Markovic, said that the decision of Albanians from this part of Serbia to boycott the census was made by Pristina, specifically the relations between it, Bujanovac and Presevo.  He added that it is clear that the reasons are political, and do not concern citizens of Presevo Valley. He said that he is absolutely sure about this. 
Thaçi’s announcements (Express) 

Express reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi mentioned, for the first time, the possibility to start a new dialogue with Serbia. The Head of the Government stated in a recent public appearance that he would be open to discussing political issues with Serbia. According to him, the solution to the problems between Kosovo and Serbia are political.  “We have to have a solution, one that will be historical, and conclude the Kosovo –Serbian problem. Initially, I was in favor for the resolution of the issues in a top down way. Now, that the international community has agreed to discuss the political issues after the technical issues, we are all in agreement.  It is obvious that without an engagement of the decision making leadership, it is difficult to move things forward,” said Thaçi in an interview for RTK. “The meetings between the leadership of Kosovo and Serbian will happen sooner or laterm,” added Thaçi. 

Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri, told Express that the Prime Minister of Kosovo was misunderstood. “Prime Minister Thaçi spoke about the readiness of Kosovo to speak about good neighborhood relations, even with Serbia, as we did with all other countries. 

Oliver’s offer (Express)
Express reports that the so-called Secretary for Kosovo in the Serbian Government, Oliver Ivanovic, has asked KFOR commander, Erhard Drews, to accept to talk with Serb representatives in the north in order to resolve the crisis. According the Ivanovic, the present situation is not sustainable. Ivanovic, said in Mitrovica that the KFOR commander should change his stance and talk with representatives of municipalities in northern Kosovo, if he does not want to talk with representatives of the ministry for Kosovo.
Shala: Yes to the political talks (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that Deputy Head of AAK, Blerim Shala, expressed support for political talks with Serbia over the north. He proposed temporary international administration for the north until it can be fully integrated into the state of Kosovo. In an interview for RTK Shala said that Kosovo has a favourable position in regards to the north as it has international actors on its side. He went on to say that these actors, notable the European Union should punish Serbia for its destructive and disruptive behavior in the dialogue. Kosova Sot under the headline Government against international administration of the north, reports that the Kosovo Government rejects the idea of Shala. Deputy Prime Minister, Edita Tahiri, said that the country is already independent and is preparing an end to the international presence.

Jahjaga in race for President (dailies)
Epoka e Re reports that Atifete Jahjaga is expected to enter the election race for the Presidency of the Republic of Kosovo, which for the first time will be a position directly elected by the citizens. This is foreseen by the political agreement achieved between Hashim Thaçi (PDK), Isa Mustafa (LDK) and Behgjet Pacolli (AKR), facilitated from American Ambassador, Chrristopher Dell. According to Bota Sot, other potentials for the post are Kosovo’s Principal Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli, and Veton Surroi, as candidate of the Democratic League of Kosovo.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR without an action plan for the north

· Hani i Elezit motorway, by the budget 

· A Progress report for EU performance in Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Markovic: Albanians  boycott of census, dictated by Pristina (2)

· Presidency through Fron Nazi’s pen: Kosovo’s politicians criminals (3)

· “Fol” publishes the names of violators at Health Ministry (5)

· Five trucks of corn from Serbia reach Albania through Kosovo (5)

· Institutions spend 830 million in eight months (7)

· Kosovo and Austria sign a memorandum of cooperation (7)

Zëri
Front page

· Diplomacy efforts are in vain

· Misuse of vehicles in Rahovec

· Barricades cemented
Other headlines

· The U.S: Judiciary in Kosovo corrupte (2)

· Shala for discussions with Belgrade (2)

· Ivanovic asks Drews (2)

· No monitoring of elections without reform (4)

· Dubrava prison, an arena of scandals (5)

· Trepça “weights” 12 billion euros (7)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Government, against international administration of the north

· Market overloaded with Serbian construction materials 

Other headlines

· Basha thanks the U.S. for Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Bajrami: Constitutional changes do not favor candidates (2)

· Bildt criticizes Pristina, praises Tadic (3)

· Ivanovic requests discussions with KFOR commander (4)

· Serbs get used to barricades (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· They move the Ambassadors

· Jahjaga in race for the President 

· Kosovo to be divided in 6 or 7 elections areas

· In October to be released biometric passports

Other headlines

· Basha thanks USA for independence of Kosovo (2)

· Judiciary in Kosovo corrupted (2)

· Kuçi and Rexhepi in Ohrid forum (2)

· Shala: Yes to political talks (3)
· Ivanovic: Drews to talk with us (3)

· General Sylejman Selimi Ambassador in Albania (5)
Express
Front page

· Thaçi’s warnings
Other headlines

· Blerim Shala: The end of neutrality (3)

· Oliver’s offer (5)

· Dilemma for Serbia (5)

· The monitor concreting (6)
· Parties are late (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Betrayals and sales in the north of Kosovo

· Pacolli, Atifete, people’s candidate, and LDK’s Surroi!?!

· Kosovo political elite is dominated by communists 

Other headlines

· Thaçi: No turning back in the north (2)

· USA: Judiciary in Kosovo corrupte (2)

· No end to Serbian madness (3)

· Basha: We could not have a better friend that the United States of America (4)
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