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· Government admits that boards of public enterprises are politicized (Koha)

· Kuçi calls on EU and U.S. to pressure Serbia (Express) 

· Rexhepi: No unilateral actions (Zëri)

· Serbia will not remove parallel structures in the north (Koha)

· Jovanovic: Tadic, remove the barricades (Zëri)

· COMKFOR Drews talks with Serb barricaders (dailies)

· Thaçi is not pursuing Marty (Koha)

· Mallias explains formula for recognition from Greece (Koha)

· Kosovo, a champion of corruption (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Government admits that boards of public enterprises are politicized (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that for the first time in the 10-year history of building central state institutions, a Government leader has decided to reveal a public secret that boards of public enterprises are politicized. The statement was made by Behgjet Pacolli, who holds the post of Principal Deputy Prime Minister in charge of lobbying and investments.

In an interview for KTV on Tuesday, Pacolli said the coalition partner from PDK, Hashim Thaçi, owes him a ministry, and mentioned as a detail of the agreement the division of posts in public enterprises. 
“Our coalition was supposed to get another ministry in September and several posts of deputy ministers. Now we have different boards that must be changed and we must mandate our people there,” Pacolli said. 

The paper notes that Pacolli did not pay attention to the fact that the law on public enterprises does not allow boards of directors of public enterprises to consist of members of political parties. 
The paper further says that in addition to the agreement for dividing ministries, Thaçi and Pacolli seems to have agreed in mandating party members in boards of public enterprises. The detail of the agreement, which was revealed by Pacolli, was rejected by PDK officials.

Meanwhile, economy experts argue that the management of enterprises with unprofessional people and political appointees directly leads to the decline of shares of those enterprises. 
Kuçi calls on EU and U.S. to pressure Serbia (Express) 
Express reports that Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi has called on the European Union and the United States of America to step up pressure on Serbia for implementing agreements that were reached during the process of talks in Brussels.

“The Republic of Kosovo has met all obligations deriving from the process of dialogue, and in this respect, we started and expressed readiness to implement every point,” Kuçi said, adding that now he considers that it remains on the hands of these agreements by Serbia. 

Rexhepi: No unilateral actions (Zëri)

In an interview for Voice of America, Kosovo’s Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi said that Kosovo institutions would not launch any unilateral actions in the northern part of the country. Rexhepi said Kosovo institutions would not intervene directly to solve problems in the north because this matter is now in the hands of KFOR. He added that barricades make the lives of ordinary people more difficult and that criminal groups, smugglers and hardline Serb politicians are behind them.

Rexhepi said he expects the suspects for killing a Kosovo policeman on July 25th in northern Kosovo, should be handed over to Kosovo authorities. “This is a task for Serbia and Montenegro. Following Interpol arrest warrants, they are obliged to arrest them wherever they are and transfer them to Kosovo,” he added.
Serbia will not remove parallel structures in the north (Koha)

Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic said Serbia will not agree to dissolve its institutions in the northern part of Kosovo in exchange for winning the candidate status for EU membership. “That is certainly is unacceptable,” Stefanovic said in an interview for the German newspaper Tages Zeitung. Asked what will happen if those institutions will be dissolved contrary to Serbia’s will, Stefanovic said this could happen only if force is used and that goals achieved through violence are not sustainable in the long-term plan. 
Jovanovic: Tadic, remove the barricades (Zëri)

Zëri quotes Cedomir Jovanovic, leader of the Serbian Liberal Democratic Party, as saying that Serbian President Boris Tadic must call on Serbs in northern Kosovo to abandon barricades at border crossing points. “By December 9th, we must create all possible and tangible European potentials. Tadic must tell Serbs to go home. He must be courageous when the country is discouraged and he must speak the truth when we lie to ourselves,” Jovanovic added.

COMKFOR Drews talks with Serb barricaders (dailies)
Several dailies report that KFOR Commander Erhard Drews visited the border crossing point in Brnjak on Wednesday and the village of Zupc, showing particular interest in the mood of the local population at the barricades. KFOR issued a media communiqué saying that the meeting between General Drews and Serb representatives was held in a relaxed atmosphere. 
“The KFOR commander said he is concerned about the new trucks at the barricades and that the expensive vehicles could be damaged in the event of removing barricades. He openly announced that KFOR will not compensate any damage caused by the removal of barricades,” said the KFOR communiqué. 
Thaçi is not pursuing Marty (Koha)

Koha Ditore quotes Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying that his superior – Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi – does not interfere in an investigation process, which has now started to be conducted from the Task-Force of European Union in conformity of Marty’s claims. The paper notes that Thaçi does not intend to file a lawsuit against Marty even now when he has no immunity. 

Mallias explains formula for recognition from Greece (Koha)

Former Greek Ambassador to the U.S., Alexandros Mallias, has a formula which would lead Greece towards recognizing Kosovo’s independence. Mallias argued that a comprehensive process should be launched between Kosovo, Albania and Greece aimed creating a cabinet for the recognition of independence. 

Mallias, who now works as expert for Balkans at one of most influential organizations in Greece, said it was unclear to him why Kosovo does not have a liaison office in Greece. He said that the Albanian people should see Greece as a partner and that the Greek people should recognize Albanians as a factor for stability. “This is the only way that would lead toward European progress,” Mallias added.

Kosovo, a champion of corruption (Zëri)
Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that Transparency International in its latest report ranks Kosovo at the top of the list of regional countries with regards to the level of corruption. 
Meanwhile, in Pristina, representatives of opposition parties and political analysts said they were not surprised by the report, which ranks Kosovo first in the region and 110th among the 178 most corrupt countries in the world. Zëri notes that the Government of Kosovo is involved neck-deep in corruption. 
Opposition representatives also blamed internationals for taking over the most important cases and for failing to resolve them. Opposition members said this was done on purpose and that corruption in Kosovo remains a tool in the hands of internationals. On the other hand, members of the Kosovo Government refused to comment on the report. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR starts removing barricades 

· Government accepts politicization of boards 

· Government gives financial infusion to Dukagjini

· Hashim Thaçi does not sue Dick Marty

· Mallias explains formula of recognition by Greece

Other headlines

· Serbia will not remove parallel structures in the north (2)

· Jovanovic: Tadic should tell Serbs to go home (2)

· Çitaku speaks in Berlin about Kosovo’s difficulties  from the destructive approach of Belgrade (3)

· Dossier “X” (VII) (5)

· Drews discusses with barricaders in the north (7)

· Government reduces amount of budget after submission at the Assembly (9)

· Kelmendi: This is the new President of Kosovo (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Kosovo, “champion” of corruption

· International pressure over Serbia, requested

· Ministry of Agriculture’s abuse with subventions 

· Belgrade does not give in 

Other headlines

· Editorial: It smells like thieves (2)

· French support reconfirmed (2)

· Liddington: Kosovo, a condition for integration (2)

· Jovanovic: Tadic, remove the barricades (2)

· Stronger than Jahjaga (3)

· Plus: Division is not a solution (4)

· Minus: Drews: We do not compensate the damages (4)

· Pacolli engaged for free market with China (4)

· Rexhepi: No biased actions (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· President to give oath in Pristina

· KFOR, silent

· Kuçi requests increase of pressure over Belgrade

· Jovanovic: Tadic to remove Serbs from barricades

· LDK heading towards division 

Other headlines

· Krasniqi requests France support on visa liberalization (2)

· Tadic, winner of the Council of Europe award (2)

· Stefanovic: Solution for Bërnjak and Jarinje close, but not ideal (3)

· Ministers of Defense of the region, gather in Peja (4)

· “Z6”, the sign of the civilian aviation (4)

· With barricades and divisions one cannot move towards Europe (5)

· Agreements reached in Brussels should be implemented (5)

· Kuçi requests increase of pressure over Belgrade (7)

Express
Front page

· €500,000 for the cousin 
· Pressure on Serbia

Other headlines

· Ahtisaari Plus of the next fraud of Serbia (3)

· Concerns of the General (4)

· Krasniqi requests French support (5)

· Not with force (5)

· They hope for positive evaluation (10)

· In protection of environment (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The Black List with the names of 23 Albanians - still valid

· Pacolli heads to Eritrea to search for James Berisha

· Rapporteur for Kosovo at Council of Europe “legalizes” Serb parallel structures

Other headlines

· President, wants membership in the Council of Europe (2)

· Busek calls Serbia for the normalization of relations with Kosovo (2)

· TI: Kosovo the most corrupted country in the region (2)

· Interfering of Serbia in the north, crime flourishes (7)

· Kuçi: EU and USA to make pressure to Serbia for the implementation of agreements (10)
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