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· Dell: Elections to be held in the north too (dailies)

· CEC surprised, about 36,000 applications for monitoring (Koha Ditore)

· Feith calls for a clean government (Express)

· US criticizes Berlusconi for ignoring independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina-Belgrade talks to start on 18 December? (Epoka e Re)

· American diplomats to be also involved in future talks (Bota Sot)

· De Marnhac: Investigations are going on (Express) 

· Draft budget cannot support Thaçi’s promises (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Dell: Elections to be held in the north too (dailies)

In a visit to the CEC’s Panel for Appeals and Complaints, US Ambassador Christopher Dell said holding elections in the north of Kosovo is important and there is international coordination to make this possible. “We are working with the CEC and international partners – the International Federation for Electoral Systems as well as EULEX and KFOR, to create conditions for elections in the north,” said Dell. He said some citizens may choose not to vote but everyone should have equal possibilities to cast their votes.

CEC surprised, about 36,000 applications for monitoring (Koha Ditore)

Out of 36,000 applications for monitors, 21,000 have been already been certified while 15,000 are being verified, said the head of CEC Valdete Daka. “15,000 are under review, which does not mean that all of them will be certified. However, we know from the experience that almost all will be accredited as monitors,” said Daka. She said that are present there are 36,000 monitors while to this will be added the international observers whose number is not yet known as they have still time to apply for certification. Every time we have accredited national monitors, a number of international monitors have also been accredited”, said Daka. According to Daka, these observers will cover 2,280 polling stations throughout Kosovo, while the total number of monitors, according to her, could reach 40,000.

Feith calls for a clean government (Express)

EU Special Representative for Kosovo Pieter Feith whilst briefing the European Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee said Kosovo needs the creation of a clean government which will face many challenges. The main challenge, according to Feith, remains the situation in the north of Kosovo. 

Feith said talks between Pristina and Belgrade could start after the forming of the new Kosovo government and highlighted the disappointment of Kosovo citizens for remaining the only ones in the region unable to travel to Europe without visas. 

US criticizes Berlusconi for ignoring independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the diplomatic message which was sent to the US State Department on 26 January this year tells how the close relationship with Putin made Berlusconi, in the margins of a summit between Turkey and Italy in Izmir, make a surprise statement. He said that “USA is provoking Russia while recognizing the independence of Kosovo, pushing forward the missile defense plan and while inviting Ukraine and Georgia to cooperate with NATO.” 

The diplomatic message reveals that such statement of the Italian “macho-leader” angered not only the American diplomacy, but also all member states of the Contact Group, of course except Russia. “Officials of the Italian Government have been silent about the statement. On our enquiry to explain the statements, officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and those of the Prime Minister’s Cabinet have directed us to contact directly the Prime Minister”, writes US Embassy in Rome. “Foreign Minister Frattini also accepts that he does not have influence over the pro-Russian stances of Berlusconi,” says the message.  

Pristina-Belgrade talks to start on 18 December? (Epoka e Re)

The paper quotes reports from Italian news agency ANSA saying that in the recent weeks the US and EU countries have put on an intense pressure on Kosovo PM Hashim Thaçi to start dialogue with Belgrade even before elections on 12 December. However, Thaçi is reported to have said this would have a negative effect on his campaign and as a result, the talks could begin right after elections on 18 December. 

American diplomats to be also involved in future talks (Bota Sot)

American experts think that USA and EU should work together while creating a secure area for productive talks between Kosovo and Serbia. Furthermore in two meetings with foreign ministers of UK and Austria, State Secretary Hillary Clinton told them that the EU should be careful in mediating which will be led by the EU. American experts have suggested that in the EU team as organizer of the talks should be included one or more American diplomats. 

De Marnhac: Investigations are going on (Express) 

Express reports that EULEX chief Xavier Bout de Marnhac announced that investigations on crimes and corruption, led only by EULEX prosecutors or in cooperation with local prosecutors, are ongoing in a number of cases. “EULEX judges and prosecutors are so far engaged in approximately 120 cases, majority of which concern serious crimes, including corruption. Some limited executive actions of EULEX, even if they serve as symbolic actions to return the trust on the rule of law and fundamental principal that no one is above the law, will not determine the future of the development of the rule of law in Kosovo. Only institutional changes will do this,” announced de Marnhac in an interview for SETimes.com. Speaking about the fact that a number of candidates included in party lists are currently under investigation, de Marnhac said that no one is guilty until their guiltiness is not proved. 

Draft budget cannot support Thaçi’s promises (Koha Ditore)

The charts of the draft budget 2011 foresee 33 million Euros to be spent for education while this budget for the Ministry of Education in 2011 was 36 millions. As a result, promises made by Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi for increase of teachers’ salaries are in conflict to budgetary charts, concludes the paper.  

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· US criticises Berlusconi for ignoring independence of Kosovo

· Dell: Elections to be held in the north too

· Jakup Krasniqi sends letter to deceased Arab president 

· Budget doesn’t support Thaçi’s promises   

Other headlines

· Thaçi’s bodyguards strike blows to a supporter (2)

· CEC surprised, around 36,000 applications for observers (2)

· Investigations on a million Euros worth of RTK tender launched (3)

· Mustafa: We don’t seek votes in Washington and Brussels (4)

· With AAK, Kosovo in the “A category of states” (5)

· Daci: LDD, formula for Kosovo’s rescue (6)

· Kurti: Serbian goods outside Kosovo market (6)

· FAIR promises Prizren representation in the Assembly (7)

· Thaçi promises removal of visas for US (8)

· Kosovo faces Serbia over Transmittion ownership (9)

· Bajrami: Vote hunting season (10) 

Zëri
Front page

· Violators of election rules 

· Feith: Next government should be clean

· Talks after the new government is formed

· Dell guarantees elections in the north too

Other headlines

· Tadic calls for a quick dialogue (2)

· Feith surprised by Tadic’s statement (2)

· Berisha against Kosovo partition (2)

· Calls to Serbs to take part in elections (4)

· KSF aids Albania (4)

· Haradinaj, best transmitted of the people’s word (5)

· LDD aims to return Kosovo dignity (5)

· FAIR: We will not hide behind black jeeps (6)

· Thaçi aims to get 90% of votes in Drenica (7)

· SLS calls for massive turnout (7)

· Mitrovica, priority of LDK (8)

· AKR returns Kosovo’s dignity (9) 

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Here are the assets of leaders

· Feith calls for a clean government after 12 December

· AAK rules out coalition with PDK

· Editorial: Chance for Serbian community    

Other headlines

· Voting in the north too (2)

· ANSA: Kosovo-Serbia talks on 18 December (2)

· Feith surprised by Tadic’s statement (2)

· Record, 36,000 observers in elections (3)

· Topi calls for new recognitions for Kosovo (3)

· Berisha: We will join Kosovo at the EU (4)

· Call to Serbs to take part in elections (4)

· New facts about independence (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Dell: Elections also in the north 

· Thaçi: Drenica stamps PDK’s victory

· Pacolli I will extend sovereignty on the other side of Ibër
· Hajdari: LDK is the party that fulfills all promises 

· Daci feels honored to lead LDD  

· AAK says that it is ready to work for the good of the people

Other headlines

· Feith: Kosovo needs a clean Government (2)

· President Sarkozy had lobbied for Kosovo in Russia (2)

· Berisha against division of Kosovo (3)

· Discussions with Belgrade start in 18 December? (2)

· KSF again in Shkodër (4)

Express

Front page

· Elections in the north

· They spend for campaign 

Other headlines

· Raçi: Fear from the discussions (2)

· From WikiChina (3)

· For a clean government (5)

· Investigations continue (4)

· Against division and unification (4)

· Thaçi at home (6)

· Deals with Thaçi (6)

· Promise changes for Mitrovica (7)

· AAK hopes (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pacolli most preferred in Kosovo, Berisha among Albanians 

Other headlines

· Topi: Independence of Kosovo stabilized the region (2) 

·  Dell: Elections can be held also in the north of Kosovo (3)

· Berisha against division of Kosovo (3)

· Wikileaks: Medvedev has lobbied against independence of Kosovo (3)

· American diplomats also in the future talks (4)
· Thaçi: We will integrate Kosovo in EU and NATO (4)

· We are ready for the future of Kosovo (6)

· Feith surprised from statement of Tadic (7)

· They request vote, promise miracle (8)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Dell, elections also in the north
Other headlines 
· Also Americans, part of talks (2)

· Elections, good chance for Serbs (2)

· Everything covered with posters (3)

· LDK will continue the philosophy of Ibrahim Rugova (5)

· Thaçi in Drenas congratulates the victory of PDK (6)

· The community rights with European standards (8)

· Vetëvendosje aims the votes of students (10)
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