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· Krasniqi: Talks with Serbia, after Marty’s report is clarified (Koha Ditore)

· KSF to become an army early 2012 (Koha Ditore)

· Serwer: Elections and Marty, weakened Kosovo’s image (Zëri)

· Serbia ready for negotiations (Express, Zëri)

· Serbia should not be asked about courts in the north (dailies)

· The killing politicized (dailies) 

· Beqaj: Visa liberalization, political problem (Bota Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Krasniqi: Talks with Serbia, after Marty’s report is clarified (Koha Ditore)

In an interview for the paper, acting president of Kosovo Jakup Krasniqi did not rule out the possibility of Dick Marty’s report delaying the start of Pristina-Belgrade talks as, according to him, Kosovo authorities would have to clarify their position after the allegations made in the report. Krasniqi suggested that EU and Council of Europe Assembly should also contribute in clarifying the situation created following the issuing of the report. “We are also interested in finding those involved in such a level of organized crime,” noted Krasniqi. “I cannot accept the ad-hoc blame put on the KLA. If someone has committed those acts, there is a name and a last name,” he added. 

KSF to become an army early 2012 (Koha Ditore)

The paper quotes unnamed international sources as saying that by January 2012 the Kosovo Security Force will be ready to be declared as Kosovo’s army. The same source revealed that in order for this transformation to take place, the ICO would have to give its approval but that the creation of the Kosovo army would not present a problem for KFOR and its functioning. “There is no problem with regards to the legal basis. It has been resolved a while ago,” said the source. 

Serwer: Elections and Marty, weakened Kosovo’s image (Zëri)

Daniel Serwer from the US Institute of Peace said the report issued by the Council of Europe’s rapporteur Dick Marty is not a professional investigation but admits that the document has had an impact on damaging the image of Kosovo. “If denials continue and no serious investigations are undertaken, the price will be even higher,” warned Serwer. He added that 12 December elections were an excellent opportunity to show that Kosovo can behave in a democratic way but “unfortunately this chance was lost – at least partially.”

Serbia ready for negotiations (Express, Zëri)

Serbian President Boris Tadic said Serbia has been ready for weeks to start talks with Kosovo. Tadic said talks would be held on the level of experts while a meeting between him and Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has not been foreseen. Tadic said Serbia has appointed the negotiating team and has adopted the platform for talks while the Kosovo side, he said, seems to be waiting for the forming of institutions following elections.  

Serbia should not be asked about courts in the north (dailies)

The head of the Kosovo Judicial Council Enver Peci said in an interview for the BBC that Belgrade should not be consulted regarding the reopening of the courts in north Mitrovica. Peci said that the international community and EULEX in particular should make it clear to Serbia that the territory of Kosovo is inseparable and that Kosovo has a unique judicial system which should also be implemented in the north.

The killing politicized (dailies) 

Papers report on a killing that took place in Banjë of Malisheva on Saturday when Skënder Limaj, cousin of the Minister of Transport Fatmir Limaj, was shot by a group of persons believed to be related to the former Malisheva mayor Gani Krasniqi. Krasniqi in the last elections was running as a candidate for the Vetëvendosje movement. 

The present mayor of the municipality Isni Kilaj accused Vetëvendosje’s Albin Kurti and Glauk Konjufca for the incident. “The event of 1 January was preceded by the inciting politics of statements from Albin Kurti and Glauk Konjufca which should serve as strong arguments for justice,” said Kilaj. At the same time, Vetëvendosje has issued a press release asking for the case not to be politicized. “Personal problems should not be politicized nor should political problems be personalized,” the statement reads. 

Kosovo Police has arrested 12 suspects for the murder, most of whom from Krasniqi family, but said they don’t have a viable motive for the killing as investigations are ongoing.
Beqaj: Visa liberalization, political problem (Bota Sot)

Kosovo Minister for European Integrations Besim Beqaj said the integrations process and challenges will continue in 2011. “I think a relatively emphasized challenge for 2011 is the creation of contractual relations with European Union. We need the countries that have not recognized Kosovo to change their opinion and not become political obstacles for technical issues,” said Beqaj.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Krasniqi: Talks with Serbia, after Marty’s report is clarified

· KSF to become an army by early 2012

· Banac: Ideas for territorial exchange – unacceptable

· Palokaj: Status quo in Kosovo-EU relations

· Pacolli: I will return all displaced Serbs

Other headlines

· Mourning in Banjë, silence in Carrallukë (2)

· Thaçi’s statement on Marty insults Swiss parliamentarians (2)

· Hyseni: We were betrayed for recognitions (2)

· CEC appoints 1,450 new commissioners for 9 January, replaces those of 12 December (3)

· Millionaires of public tenders (8)

Zëri
Front page

· EU and Belgrade wait for Pristina

· Serwer: Elections and Marty, weakened Kosovo’s image

· Mustafa: Thaçi will win Pristina if he joins the LDK

· Thaçi criticises his own

· Malisheva bids farewell to the victim of 1 January  

Other headlines

· EU to facilitate Kosovo-Serbia dialogue (2)

· Serbia, ready for weeks for talks (2)

· Serbia should not be asked about courts in the north (2)

· Corruption at concerning levels (4)

· New commissioners for 9 January (5)

· Exchange of territories, unacceptable (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Projects worth millions cancelled in PTK

· 12 arrested for the killing, one fugitive

· Elections encourage changes in LDK

· Editorial: Termokos, a typical failure 

Other headlines

· Recount to end today (2)

· 24 draft laws returned to the Government (3)

· Marty complicates dialogue (3)

· Official Pristina splits Serbs (4)

· Year of isolation, only Kosovo with visas (4)

· First institutions, then talks (4)

· New year begins with solid corruption (4)

· Peci: Do not ask Belgrade (4)

· Talks over exchange of territories (5)

· Salary raise or protests! (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Betrayed by Isa

· Pacolli sets conditions to join the government

· Kilaj blames Vetëvendosje

Other headlines

· Hungarian Presidency will help on Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (2)

· Serbia ready for negotiations on Kosovo (2)

· Hyseni: We were betrayed on recognitions (2)

· Finland withdraws troops from Kosovo (2)

· Other commissioners to be nominated for 9 January (6)

· CEFTA, two years of problems for Kosovo (9)

Express

Front page

· Murder politicized

· On the hands of CEC

· Suspicions for the tragedy  

Other headlines

· Shala: What should be done for 2011? (3)

· Serbia ready for negotiations (4)

· Betrayed about recognitions (4)

· Hungary to help dialogue (4)

· EU, not fair with Kosovo (4)

· The north, out of the discussions agenda (5)

· Only with Ramush as a Prime Minister (5)

· Against exchange of territories (6)

· Thaçi: No coalition with Titists and Enverists (6)

· Mustafa: It is not a grace to steel votes (6)

· Kurti: They will squeeze Thaçi like a lemon as well (6)

· Mission impossible (7)

· Serbia should not be asked about the courts (9)

Bota Sot

Front page

· The “castle” of the murder with political background

· Runoff to “justify” stealing of votes

· Liberalization of visas, “hostage” of the discussions with Serbia 

Other headlines

· Peci: Serbia should not be asked about the courts (2)

· Hungary to help start of the dialogue (2)

· Beqaj: Visas a political problem (2)

· Ten insurance companies, penalized with one million euros (3)

· Bakonshi: France, Germany should not change the rules of the game (3)

· Dervishi: Start of political murders or civil war? (5)

· Commissioners that stole votes,  removed from CEC lists (6)

· Preteni: Corruption, at a concerning level (7)

Infopress
Front page

· Macabre murder

· Hungary to help the dialogue

· Runoff returns credibility? 

· For good elections, another law

Other headlines

· Other approach in diplomacy (2)

· Serbia ready for negotiations on Kosovo, long time ago (2)

· Serbia should not be asked about the courts in the north (2)

· Recount ends today (5)

· Producers, the main sufferers from CEFTA (6)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
