 [image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                     4 February 2011
__________________________________________________
· Thaçi blames political parties for not fulfilling his promise (Koha Ditore) 

· Thaçi: No one will take the mandate for government creation (Koha Ditore)

· Ramush to decide on coalition with PDK (Epoka e Re)

· Isa Mustafa decides to be only Mayor (Koha Ditore)

· Tahiri: Why couldn’t I become President? (Express)

· ISG to measure progress in Kosovo (Express, Zëri)

· BIA and Serbian police still active in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Moratorium on new Serb license plates (Zëri)

· Kosovars data stolen (Zëri)

· Operation Pacolli (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi blames political parties for not fulfilling his promise (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi does not intend to apologize to the workers whom he disappointed with the annulment of the decision for the raise of salaries. Not only he doesn’t feel guilty for the breaking of his promise but, furthermore, he blames political parties who according to him have delayed the electoral process. 
“Those who have delayed electoral process and have delayed the decision of Kosovo institutions, of the Parliament and the Government, should first apologize. In the first meeting of the Kosovo Government, right after the New Year, on 6 January, I took the decision for the implementation of all these commitments. That decision is valid, and then came the decision of Supreme Court for re-voting in Mitrovica”, said Thaçi on Thursday. He insists that that the decisive reason for the annulment of the decision was the delays in the electoral process.

Thaçi: No one will take the mandate for government creation (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of PDK Hashim Thaçi removed the dilemma on Thursday that someone else could take from him the mandate for the creation of the future government. He said that he will lead the executive in the next four years and that during all this time he will present the unity of the people as the most voted person in the elections of 12 December. 
“The citizen has decided about the positions of every leader, but also of political parties. Of course that in this direction I will continue to be in a unifying role in the political and civic spectrum, but not as a President, but as Prime Minister,” said Thaçi. He did not however say who can lead the other two institutions – Presidency and the Assembly. He only said, “President will be only that personality who has gone through electoral procedure,” while rejecting the possibility that someone from the civil society can take up this post.

Ramush to decide on coalition with PDK (Epoka e Re)

The paper reports that AAK leadership has met heads of party branches and they all agreed that it will be the AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj the one that will decide whether to join a coalition with PDK. AAK is expected to come out will a final decision by the middle of next week. A source told the paper that if AAK decides to enter the coalition, it will insist the AKR not to be part of it and to get the post of the president. 

Isa Mustafa decides to be only Mayor (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that LDK leader Isa Mustafa who headed the election list of this party in the elections of 12 December and won 130,213 votes, has decided not to represent the citizens in the assembly who voted for him. Mustafa informed the CEC that he will hold the post of the Pristina mayor, while his seat at the Assembly will be taken by the head of LDK branch in Suhareka, Sali Asllanaj. 

Tahiri: Why couldn’t I become President? (Express)

Minister of Public Administration Edita Tahiri commented on reports that she is one of the potential candidates for taking on the post of the Kosovo president by saying that she always played a unifying role and that she was the one to ‘make peace’ between the LDK and the war wing. “I have 20 years of experience in politics. I have even abandoned posts for the good of Kosovo,” she said. Tahiri however admitted that she has not had talks on the issue so far. 

ISG to measure progress in Kosovo (Express, Zëri)

Balkans directors of countries that make up the International Steering Group are to meet in Brussels and discuss the progress in Kosovo, in particular with regards to the implementation of Marti Ahtisaari’s status package. Kosovo will be represented in the meeting by Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Çitaku, said officials from ICO. Apart from Çitaku, reports Express, the meeting will also be addressed by publicist Veton Surroi. ISG will also discuss the possibility of further downsizing of the ICO staff. 

Zëri quotes political analysts saying they expect the ISG to put pressure on Kosovo to form the government as soon as possible so that it can start dialogue with Belgrade.   

BIA and Serbian police still active in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbian Intelligence Agency BIA and another structure which UNMIK classified as the Serbian Police are still active in Kosovo. A report drafted by former UNMIK investigators in Kosovo gives many details on the functioning of these structures and the existence of so-called “fighting groups” in the north of Kosovo.
The report, a copy of which has been secured by Koha Ditore, infiltrates many names of Serb political representatives in different crimes, while in details talks about the killing of ten Albanians in one night, which UNMIK suspects to have been done by a group led by Oliver Ivanovic, currently State Secretary in the Ministry of Serbian Government for Kosovo. 
International sources explained for the newspaper that the structure of the so-called Serbian Police is still functioning in Kosovo, while the only ones that have ceased functioning since 2006 are the “fighting groups” led by this police. Same sources have explained that the structure and the activity of Serb Intelligence Agency BIA is the same with that described in the previous report.
Former UNMIK investigators have considered Oliver Ivanovic as a suspect who led the group of Serbs to kill ten Albanians. Ivanovic denied his connection with the case, saying the accusations are politically motivated. According to him, UNMIK closed the case after it concluded that they were unfounded. EULEX confirmed for the paper that they are conducting investigations in connection with the killings of February 2000, but did not tell the names of the suspects in the case.

Moratorium on new Serb license plates (Zëri)

Zëri reports that it seems Belgrade has declared a moratorium on producing new Serb license plates also for Kosovo so that the issue could be put in the agenda of future technical talks expected to happen between Kosovo and Serbia. Authorities in Pristina did not exclude the possibility of license plates being part of the dialogue, while it has been confirmed that European Union has made contacts with Belgrade and Pristina in connection with this issue, but no details are given about an achievement of any agreement.

Kosovars data stolen (Zëri)

A laptop was stolen from the Kosovo Embassy in Berlin with information on the Kosovars living in Germany, namely on those persons who have applied for Kosovo personal documents. The news was confirmed by the Kosovo Foreign as well as Interior Ministry. An official from the Foreign Ministry said that despite the theft there is no technical possibility for accessing information in the laptop or entering the central database in Kosovo through it. 

Operation Pacolli (Express)

The paper reports that Kosovo citizens that have been blocked in Egypt have started to be evacuated through the initiative and expenses of AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli. The so-called “Operation Pacolli” began last night and it should be complete with the evacuation of 163 Kosovo citizens currently in Egypt. “They are left without anyone’s help and of course I came to their aid,” Pacolli told Express. 
“The first group will leave tonight at 3 a.m., the second at 5 and this is how the evacuation will proceed,” Pacolli said further explaining that the Kosovars will be evacuated to Dubai, Turkey and other safe places. At the same time, the paper writes that the Kosovo Foreign Ministry is working in evacuating all citizens that have contacted the Kosovo Embassy in Turkey.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· BIA and Serb Police still active in Kosovo

· Thaçi: No one else will take over mandate for the government

· Government receives another €63.9mil from EC

· Thaçi blames political parties for not fulfilling promise for pays  

Other headlines

· Isa Mustafa decides to remain only mayor (2)

· Sejdiu returns to the presidency (4)

· Klinaku denies separation from Vetëvendosje and negotiations with PDK (5)

· Inflation hits Kosovo (8)

· Shllaku: Why now the stick for us and the carrot for Belgrade (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Kosovars’ data stolen

· Pay raise only with IMF’s ‘visa’

· ISG determined on strengthening of Kosovo

· ‘Moratorium’ on new Serb license plates

· Thaçi not happy with numbers 

Other headlines

· EU pledges €63.9mil for development (4)

· Kosovo to be treated as a fully recognised country (4)

· Government getting ready, citizens await evacuation (5)

· EULEX liar survives unharmed (8)

· De Marnhac in Macedonia discusses forms of evacuation (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· The one who has not received votes cannot become president

· €230mil debt 

· Editorial: Unsustainable numbers   
Other headlines

· EC, another 64mil to Kosovo (2)

· Haliti: Investigate me! (2)

· Parties don’t pay any fines (3)

· International Steering Group on Kosovo to meet 8 Feb (4)

· De Marnhac in Skopje (4)

· Five EU countries prevent Kosovo’s EU integration (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Thaçi: It is done. I will be Prime Minister

· Minister Shala ensures that the salaries will be raised

· Ramush decides, no one else

Other headlines

· Ivanovic denies to have killed Albanians  (2)

· MFA and Pacolli are helping in evacuation of Kosovo citizens  (3)
· Thaçi guarantees that there will be the raise of salaries (4)

· EU gives 63.9 million Euros for Kosovo (5)

· New evidence on Tisza case (6)

· Kusari cannot keep two posts  (7)

· ATK collected 221 million euro’s (8)

Express
Front page

· Operation Pacolli

· I have the numbers

Other headlines

· The Head of EULEX in Skopje about the border  (4)

· Kosovo to be recognized from the whole EU (5)
· Why not me for President (6)

· I am not the person who kills and clears (6)

· Tisza tragedy – Family members testify  (7)

· Justifies for salaries (10)

· Inflation hits Kosovo (10)

· Against the pressure (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Thaçi kills the hope for President to the candidates of “civil Society”

· Businesses afraid from the racketeering from the state to fill up the budget

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Decision for the raise of salaries will be implemented  (2)

· AKR works for European integrations (2)
· EU offers 64 million Euros for the development of Kosovo (3)

· Only two complaints in the Supreme Court (4)

· Pacolli is evacuating Albanians from Egypt  (5)

· Serb parties want more authority, they relay in Ahtisaari constitution (7)

· Balazh: Kosovo to be treated as an internationally recognized state (7)

· Minister Rexhepi: Order is effective, the Serb license plates will be confiscated (7)

· Agreement with Macedonia for urgent evacuation (11)

Infopress
Front page

· There is no consensus for the president 

· He has the number to create the government

Other headlines

· International Steering Group meets on 8 February (2)

· Elections to be blamed (4)

· Kosovo to be recognized from entire EU (3)

· Unhappiness about tax collection (6) 
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