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· KFOR close to agreement to unblock roads (Koha Ditore) 

· Nein, danke! (Express/Epoka e Re)

· Thaçi: Brussels and U.S. don’t want setbacks (dailies)

· Dell: Kosovo authorities have capacities to make their own decisions (dailies) 

· Six local companies are supplying the north (Koha Ditore)

· Cooper offers four-point agreement (dailies)

· Dialogue on customs expected to be moved to CEFTA (Koha Ditore)

· Berisha: Events in the north should not obstruct dialogue (dailies) 

· Developments in Kosovo have impact in Bujanovc and Presevo (dailies)

· Acting SRSG Farid Zarif arrives in Pristina (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR close to agreement to unblock roads (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports in the leading story that KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler drafted on Wednesday an agreement with the so-called Minister for Kosovo at Serbia’s Government, Goran Bogdanovic and the Serbian chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic.  The agreement calls for the continuation of NATO forces at the border points Jarinje and Bënjak in the north of Kosovo until mid-September, and for Serbs to unblock the barricaded roads. 

During a meeting that took place in the evening hours at “Nothing Hill” camp close to Leposavic, the three agreed to the continuation of KFOR control until mid September. According to a press release issued by KFOR on Wednesday, there will be no Kosovo Police officers at border points 1 and 31, only peacekeeping soldiers. According to this draft agreement, this period of time can be prolonged, if required. It also states that vehicles and trucks heavier than 3.5 tons with humanitarian aid can cross the border after they have been checked. 
Bogdanovic and Stefanovic announced after the meeting that a sustainable solution will be sought in Brussels. 

Nein, danke! (Express/Epoka e Re)

Express reports on the front page that several hours after KFOR and representatives of the Serbian Government reached an agreement for a temporary solution of the crisis in the north, the Government of Kosovo rejected it. 

The agreement provided that KFOR would maintain control over the northern border crossing points at least until mid September. The agreemend did not mention or provide for the implementation of reciprocity measures.  In its reaction to the agreement theGovernment said it would not back down. 

Epoka e Re on the front page highlights the Government’s reaction to the draft agreement between KFOR and the Serbian Government. Pristina said it is unacceptable and cannot be implemented in the territory of the Republic of Kosovo. “The Government of the Republic of Kosovo will fully respect reciprocity measures with Serbia,” it added.
Thaçi: Brussels and U.S. don’t want setbacks (dailies)
All dailies cover the meeting of the Kosovo Government on Wednesday, where Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said he received confirmations from the international community that there should be no return to the situation before July 25th at Gates 1 and 31. Koha Ditore notes that Thaçi however did not say where he got the confirmation from. 

“Kosovo and the international community now have a position on the situation in the north: there will be no going back to the situation before July 25th. This position has been confirmed today by Brussels and by the United States of America. This is an advanced position and requires our further engagement in line with the Constitution and the laws of Kosovo,” Thaçi said at the government meeting.

Dell: Kosovo authorities have capacities to make their own decisions (dailies) 

Dailies report that the U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo, Christopher Dell, denied on Wednesday to have encouraged Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi on the decision to send ROSU to the border points 1 and 31. Dell was responding to the accusation by Serbia’s President Boris Tadic, who stated that Thaçi made the decision after being encouraged by Dell. He went on to day that authorities in Belgrade should understand that Kosovo institutions have the capacity to make decisions on their own. “I think that they have their own reasons for making these statements. But I think that it would have been easier to believe that Kosovo authorities, have capacities to make decisions on their own,” said Dell after placing the corner stone for the cultural center in Badoc, Gracanica municipality. 
Six local companies are supplying the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that six local companies are supplying on regular basis the northern part of Kosovo with products for general consumption, according to authorities. Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari said she received official confirmation that these companies have branches in the north and that they are constantly sending products there.

“Whatever propaganda or claims there are about a humanitarian crisis in the north are completely unfounded.  They are a game by Belgrade about the situation in that part of Kosovo,” Kusari was quoted as saying.

Cooper offers four-point agreement (dailies)

Citing an article published in DPA and FoNet, several dailies report that EU mediator for the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, Robert Cooper, has offered a four-point compromise to Kosovo and Serbia to resolve the problem of the Jarinje and Bërnjak border crossing points. Cooper visited Belgrade and Pristina on Tuesday, but did not communicate with the media.
DPA reported that one of the points includes the possibility of a joint project by Albanian and Serbian customs and border police at Gates 1 and 31 in northern Kosovo. Vehicles and buses, but not trucks, would pass through these gates.

Afterwards, Pristina and Belgrade would have to resume dialogue on Kosovo’s customs seals in Brussels in September.

Dialogue on customs expected to be moved to CEFTA (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo and Serbia are expected to find a solution for the mutual recognition of customs seals in the CEFTA Secretariat and not in Brussels. A source from the Kosovo Government told the paper on Wednesday that there is international pressure to shift dialogue on customs seals away from Brussels, a request that Serbia has been making for several days now. The source said that Pristina however has not indicated that it would agree to the idea.
“This issue was raised in yesterday’s meeting with Cooper. There were different ideas and one of them was for customs seals to be treated as a multilateral issue within the CEFTA Secretariat. Cooper was given a ‘light no’ because the Kosocvar side wants customs seals to be treated only in the bilateral context,” the source added.

The paper notes that the Serbian Ministry for Economy and Regional Development sent a letter to UNMIK chief Robert Sorenson last week calling for urgent consultations on Pristina’s decision to block products from Serbia. 

Berisha: Events in the north should not obstruct dialogue (dailies) 

Dailies report that Albania’s Prime Minister Sali Berisha requested on Wednesday during the Government meeting for the recent events in the north of Kosovo, not to affect the process of negotiations between Pristina and Belgrade, initiated by Brussels. “We appeal for these developments not to mark a blocking of the Brussels process of dialogue because it is in the best interest of both countries and the region as well.  It is a chance for Belgrade to prove that it has detached from the fever of Greater Serbia,” said Berisha. 

Developments in Kosovo have impact in Bujanovc and Presevo (dailies)
Several dailies report that Jonuz Musliu, chairman of the Bujanovc municipal assembly, told Serbian media that developments in Kosovo could destabilize the whole Balkans and have an impact in Bujanovc and Presevo. “Reactions are now possible as a result of developments in Kosovo and the reciprocity measures,” Musliu said. He added that the Kosovo Government’s decision to establish customs control in northern Kosovo was reasonable and in compliance with the Constitution of Kosovo. Musliu also said that groups of smugglers in northern Kosovo are controlled by Serbia.
Acting SRSG Farid Zarif arrives in Pristina (Express)
Citing a communiqué issued by UNMIK, Express reports that Farid Zarif has arrived in Pristina to assume the functions of Acting Special Representative of the Secretary General in Kosovo. Zarif is a career diplomat from Afghanistan, where he served as deputy Foreign Minister. Zarif is currently Director of Europe and Latin America Division in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) at UN headquarters in New York.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR close to agreement to unblock roads

· Thaçi: U.S. and Brussels don’t want setbacks

· Constitutional Court in trouble with immunity of MPs

· Dialogue on customs expected to be shifted from Brussels to CEFTA

· Consumption of local products increases by 10 percent

· Surroi: Belgrade did not hide goal for partition

Other headlines

· Six local companies are supplying the north (2)

· Cooper offers four-point agreement (2)

· Developments in Kosovo impact Bujanovc and Presevo (4)

· Dell: Authorities in Kosovo have capacities to make their own decisions (5)

· Congressman Engel supports Government’s actions in the north (5)

· Congressman Peters supports Kosovo in controlling its borders (5)

· Kosovo Police seize six packs of medicine smuggled from Serbia (6)

· Berisha: Developments in the north should not obstruct dialogue (7)

· LDK: Government and Bechtel-Enka are violating Law for Work (8)

· Kelmendi: Alarm – is the Ahtisaari Plan dying? (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Jeremic blames EU and Cooper

· KFOR and Serbia reach an agreement

· Dell: Kosovo makes its own decisions

· Haliti: Fasten your seatbelts, we are taking off!

· Belgrade is responsible for the situation in the north

Other headlines

· Tensions in the north are dropping (2)

· Albania ready to help KFOR (2)

· Pressure to resume dialogue (4)

· Cooper to inform European countries on Friday (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Serbs back down, roads are unblocked

· Editorial: European skepticism encourages Serb gangs

· Serbia loses the Kosovo market

· Anti-mafia law to be adopted in November

Other headlines

· U.S. congressman condemns Serb violence in northern Kosovo (2)

· Internationals too are surprised (2)

· Dell replies to Tadic: Kosovo makes its own decisions (4)

· Berisha accuses Serb circles for tensions in the north (4)

· The danger of a frozen conflict (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Government does not accept the agreement

· Dell: Decision on the north was made by Kosovo Government

· Hoxhaj: Friends were informed

· Thaçi: It is criminals’ turn 

· Berisha requests Albania’s participation in KFOR

Other headlines

· Cooper to inform states tomorrow (2)

· Congressman Gary Peters supports Kosovo Government (2)

· Additional NATO forces arrive in Kosovo (3)

· KFOR: Serbs at barricades forced by criminals (3)

· Kosovo determined on reciprocity (8)

· Kosovo has financial stability (8)

Express
Front page

· Nein, danke!

· Dell responds

· Director is not a priority 

Other headlines

· Vehbiu: Breivik’s cross  (2)

· Buzhala: For the visionaries of the nation (3)

· Zarif in Pristina (4)

· Albania ready to help (5)

· The support of the Congressman (5)

· The responsible for the violence (6)

· Advice start of dialogue (6)

· Reports to EU (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Albania to establish forces in the north 

· Situation in the north does not leave space for dialogue

· Berisha: Albania ready to be part of KFOR 

· There is no return

Other headlines

· Editorial: Appeal for war and crucifix (2)

· Cooper informs EU on Friday, KFOR reinforced (2)

· Borders in the north, under complete control of Kosovo Police (3)

· NATO: Tensions in northern Kosovo are softening (3)

· Kosovo: Acting UNMIK chief arrives (3)

· Dell: Kosovo institutions are capable to make their own decisions (4)

· Serbs block KFOR convoy with food (6)

· Serbs’ armament and fortification continues (7)

· Thaçi: Internationals surprised why we didn’t act earlier (9)

· KFOR keeps border control, Serbs remove blockades (11)
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