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· Irinej: Kosovo for centuries was part of Serbia (dailies) 

· Rohan: No talks on status (dailies)

· February, not an adequate time for elections (Zëri)

· Talks with Serbia, obstacle for new recognitions (Express)

· Tadic: Discussions among two parties, not states (Epoka e Re)

· Handicapped without Ramush (Express)

· Bugajski: No danger from the dialogue with Serbia (Epoka e Re)

· Kurti: Serb Churches have been turned into Embassies (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo part of EUROJUST in 2011 (Kosova Sot)

· Cables of IPKO telephony in Zubin Potok burned (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Irinej: Kosovo for centuries was part of Serbia (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that the messages for trust in the good of humanity and for tolerance and understanding did not help the patriarch of the Serb Orthodox Church, Irinej, to leave out nationalistic messages against Kosovo during his speech yesterday. In his consecration ceremony, Irinej called on Serbs and Albanians to cohabit in the joint state of Serbia and appealed to the international community not “to do a sin” regarding recognizing the independence of Kosovo. 

The ceremony was also attended by the Serb President, Boris Tadic. He was able to take place with the permission of the authorities of the Republic of Kosovo, while Tadic respected the “religious character” of his staying in Kosovo by not giving political statements – as far as he did not give any statement to the high number of media who followed this ceremony. However, “the religious ceremonial character” was not respected from the main actor of it, the patriarch Irinej himself.  The Head of EULEX, Yves de Kermabon, KFOR Commander Erhard Buehler and the Head of UNMIK Lamberto Zannier were also present in the ceremony. In this ceremony no representatives of Kosovo institutions participated. 

Rohan: No talks on status (dailies)

Several dailies report that Ambassador Albert Rohan, co-writer of the Ahtisaari Plan, said in an interview for Radio Deutsche Welle that talks between Pristina and Belgrade will not include the status of Kosovo because this is already a resolved matter. Rohan suggested that talks should be informal and at the level of experts. "It would be good for talks to start as soon as possible... I think they should remain at the informal level as much as possible," Rohan was quoted as saying. Rohan also suggested that talks between the two countries should be held without a mediator.

February, not an adequate time for elections (Zëri)

Zëri reports that political analysts and election experts in Pristina believe that February, rumoured in last week's press as a possible time for parliamentary elections, is not an appropriate time due to weather conditions on the one hand and the disappointment of voters with the leadership on the other hand. They also claim that holding elections during winter poses the threat of leaving new institutions without the required legitimacy.

Talks with Serbia, obstacle for new recognitions (Express)

Express quotes local political analysts as saying that Kosovo leaders will find it difficult to realize their promises for an increased number of recognitions of Kosovo's independence due to internal political developments and Kosovo's current relations with Serbia. They emphasized that talks with Belgrade could especially delay the new recognitions. Political analysts also argued that Kosovo's diplomacy failed to use to its advantage the positive ruling of the International Court of Justice.

Tadic: Discussions among two parties, not states (Epoka e Re)
Epoka e Re reports that Serbia’s President Boris Tadic announced that dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade are not discussions between two countries, but two parties that have to resolve all open issues. “These are discussions between the two parties, Pristina and Belgrade, that have to take place with a restrained approach, as well as with optimism,” said Tadic. According to him, these discussions should be lead by a plan and with the intention of resolving the historic conflict between the Albanian and Serb population in this part of Western Balkans,” said Tadic. 

“We cannot become members of the European Union if we bring new conflicts to the Union,” adding that he is engaged for discussions in all open issues at the level of experts. 

Handicapped without Ramush (Express)

In an interview for the paper, Daut Haradinaj, brother to AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj, said the atmosphere in the AAK is ‘relaxed’ although the party has been hit by the absence of its leader who is awaiting trial at The Hague. “We are a very strong entity, very consolidated. We continue the work with utmost seriousness so that we [can] take over the Government in the next elections,” Haradinaj said. 

Bugajski: No danger from the dialogue with Serbia (Epoka e Re)

The Director for Balkans of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) with its headquarters in Washington, Janusz Bugajski, has given his assessment about the processes which Kosovo is going through. Epoka e Re writes that Bugajski has given an answer to all of those who are concerned that the process of dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia will incorporate in it also the division of the northern side of Kosovo. According to Bugajski no international factor exists that supports the division and as such this idea is also rejected by Pristina, further Serbia has not expressed an interest in division.

Kurti: Serb Churches have been turned into Embassies (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Leader of Vetëvendosje, Albin Kurti, while he was forming the council for the development of the center of the Vetëvendosje movement on Sunday in Peja/Pec, has also commented the consecration ceremony of patriarch, Irinej, which was being held in the Serb Pec Patriarchy, at the same day and the same time. I think that what is happening in Pec Patriarchy is the responsibility of the authorities of Kosovo, who also despite this event shows itself self-satisfied and self-sufficient in Pristina”, said Kurti, adding that the same does not care what happens in other parts of Kosovo. He said that Serbia only changes the means to realize its aims and not also its policy towards Kosovo. “If we had another political class, we would not have churches and orthodox monasteries, which are joint assets, turning into Serb Embassies”, Kurti said.

Kosovo part of EUROJUST in 2011 (Kosova Sot)

The paper writes that in 2011 the Kosovo Ministry of Justice is expected to sign an agreement with the European Judicial Network, EUROJUST. Ehat Miftaraj from the Justice Ministry said they sent a request to EUROJUST in September and received a positive reply. If negotiations end successfully, Kosovo will gain many benefits from the agreement. “If we sign an agreement with EUROJUST, we will have signed it with 27 EU countries as well as around 30 other world countries,” said Miftaraj.  

Cables of IPKO telephony in Zubin Potok burned (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that unknown persons have burned the cables of IPKO mobile telephony in the place called Vukojevic near Zubin Potok. Kosovo Police deputy director in northern Kosovo, Ergin Medic, said the burning took place last night. He said KFOR noticed the burning cables and then notified the Kosovo Police. This is the second time in a couple of days that IPKO installations are damaged in northern Kosovo.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Irinej: Kosovo was part of Serbia for centuries

· What happened and what will happen in Kosovo?

· Returnees against returns

· Kurti: Serb churches have turned into embassies

· Delays in PTK privatization narrow down the budget for 2011

· MPs, daily fees of thousands of Euros for travel

· KPC pensioners want KLA pension too

Other headlines

· Plus of the week: Resignation (2)

· Super plus of the week: Funny Eqa (2)

· Minus of the week: First-grade English (2)

· Super minus of the week: The nationalistic patriarch (2)

· Cables of IPKO telephony burned in the north (4)

· JP calls for elections date to be announced as soon as possible (5)

Zëri

Front page

· Endless privileges for Bechtel

· Political liturgy at Peja Patriarchy

· Rohan: No talks on status

· JP prefers February for elections

· Cufaj: Letter to Jakup Krasniqi

· Leaders against election reforms

· No funds for repatriation

Other headlines

· Beqiri: No to elections this year (2)

· Hague and Kosovo, obstacles for Serbia (2)

· February, not an adequate time for elections (3)

· Kosovo is clumsy in lobbying (3)

· Northern Ireland supports decentralization in Kosovo (4)

· Monasteries have turned into Serbian embassies (4)

Kosova Sot 
Front page

· Coalition, interest of partners

· Recognitions, hostage to dialogue

· New Serb Patriarch ‘forgets’ religion, deals with politics 

· Highway construction not endangered 

· Editorial: Serb Church, politics in Peja 

Other headlines

· PD asks for setting of elections date (2)

· Preteni: There are plenty of laws to fight corruption (3)

· Minister Ferati receives support from Northern Ireland (4)

· Another mobile telecom antenna damaged in Zubin Potok (4)

· Rohan: EU, informal role in talks (4)

· Kosovo part of EUROJUST in 2011 (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Bugajski: No danger from dialogue with Serbia 

· Rohan: Status of Kosovo is a resolved issue

· Split over timing for elections 

· Patriarch’s political messages

Other headlines

· Tadic: Talks between two sides, not two states (2)

· Egypt to decide on recognition after Kosovo-Serbia talks (2)

· Haxhinasto called on Spain to recognise Kosovo (2)

Express
Front page

· Disadvantaged without Ramush

· Enthronement with politics

· CEFTA’s presiding lost

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Dusting off (2)

· Shala: Hashim Thaçi’s private elections (3)

· A right decision (4)

· PD requests elections in February (5)

· Discussions with Serbia, and obstacle to recognitions (6)

· Discussions continue (6)

· IPKO antenna damaged again (9)
Lajm

Front page

· Discussions, hostage of president’s post

· Rohan: Status, a resolved issue 

Other headlines

· PD requests a date for elections (2)

· Kukan and Kacin in Belgrade (2)

· Kurti criticizes the policy of exterritorialy (2)

· Uninvited return, patriarch sends nationalist messages (2)

· Recognitions slow down (3)

· IPKO antennas in Zubin Potok damaged (4)

· Corruption at local level (5)

· Debate on Albania – Kosovo power line (5)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo institutions don’t make state policy

· Kurti: Churches and monasteries are turning into Serb Embassies
Other headlines

· Wolfgang Petritsch: Sejdiu should have kept Presidency (3) 

·  Fatmir Xhelili is visited from EULEX (4)

· LDK and AAK, elections not before the month of March (4)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Which is the real Bukoshi?
Other headlines 
· Political consecration (3)

· The status is final (4)

· “Smaller” ones ready for elections (4)
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