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· Offer for the north – Package without Ahtisaari (Koha) 

· Thaçi: Economic development of the north – a priority (dailies)

· Hoxhaj: We will implement the Ahtisaari Package (Express)

· Rasmussen calls for cooperation in solving problem of the north (dailies) 

· Fitou: KFOR is unbiased (dailies)

· Buzek: EU requests concrete steps on Pristina –Belgrade dialogue (Epoka) 

· The Obama model to defeat Thaçi (Zëri)

· Lobbying for the state and the pocket (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Offer for the north – Package without Ahtisaari (Koha) 
Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Institutions in cooperation with the international factor, have started an attempt of establishing direct contacts with the representatives of the Serbs in the north of the country. The intention of these efforts is creation of Kosovo institutions in the most problematic part of Kosovo. The plan even foresees establishment of contacts with the parallel mayors of the municipalities in the north, who were so far considered as illegal by Kosovo Government. 

Drafting and coordination of this action has started ever since the customs officers were sent at the two border points in the north. International sources told this daily that Kosovo Government and friendly countries that support the independence of Kosovo agreed to through direct contacts with Serb citizens that live in the north of Kosovo, enable implementation of the rights deriving from Ahtisaari’s proposal, without interpreting this as implementation of Kosovo state. 
“The intention is to implement Ahtisaari’s Plan without mentioning his name,” said a senior European official, who preferred to remain anonymous. According to him, this could change the situation in the north of the country. “This all comes after the clear messages of German Chancellor to Belgrade and which have been understood clearly by authorities in Belgrade,” said this source. 

Thaçi: Economic development of the north – a priority (dailies)

Dailies report that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi met with Bjorn von Sydow, rapporteur for Kosovo at the Council of Europe committee for political issues on Thursday, telling him that the economic development of the northern part of Kosovo is a priority of the Government in Pristina. 

“The priority of the government is the wellbeing of citizens in that part of Kosovo. The government is not in conflict with its citizens in the north, but with illegal structures and criminal gangs who keep the population there hostage,” Thaçi said.

A press release issued by the government after the meeting quoted Thaçi as saying that dialogue with Serbia must continue despite the boycott from Belgrade. 

Hoxhaj: We will implement the Ahtisaari Package (Express)
Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj called on the European Union to step up pressure on Serbia for removing paramilitary structures from Kosovo, Express reports. “Serbia should remove paramilitary and criminal structures from our country as soon as possible. Until this happens, there will be no calmness and security in the region,” Hoxhaj said.
Hoxhaj said Kosovo institutions would start implementing the Ahtisaari Plan in northern Kosovo although some do not understand the document on the basis of which the state of Kosovo functions. 
“All those who say or propose something different for the northern municipalities, have either not read or not understood it, and they also don’t understand the situation in Kosovo and the Balkans,” he added.

Rasmussen calls for cooperation in solving problem of the north (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that NATO General Secretary, Andres Fogh Rasmussen, said on Thursday in Brussels  that he has faith on KFOR commanders in the field and their efforts to find a peaceful solution in the north of Kosovo. NATO Chief made these comments at his monthly press conference, after the return of his first visit to Libya. 
Asked by Koha Ditore about the situation in the north of Kosovo, and if NATO is waiting for the winter to resolve the problem of the barricades in the north, Rasmussen said that the situation in the north is quiet but tensioned, and expressed his regret for this. NATO Chief also had a message for the local population to cooperate, in order to assure a negotiated solution on Kosovo problem.  
Fitou: KFOR is unbiased (dailies)

French Ambassador to Pristina Jean Francois Fitou assured the citizens of Kosovo that KFOR is unbiased in its work in Kosovo. “I can say that KFOR and other stakeholders have done an outstanding job so far. I can say that there have been interventions in the north and there is progress there,” Fitou said, adding that the situation in northern Mitrovica cannot be solved through magic.

Buzek: EU requests concrete steps on Pristina – Belgrade dialogue (Epoka) 

Epoka e Re reports that the European Union requests advancing of the relations, dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade and implementation of the agreements reached with mediation of the EU. This was stated on Thursday by President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek. “The future steps are clear, Status of the candidate in a few weeks and in a few months, start of negotiations. However, EU has a wish, advancing of the relations between you and Kosovo,” said Buzek.

The Obama model to defeat Thaçi (Zëri)

Zëri carries as the leading front-page story an interview with LDK leader Isa Mustafa, highlighting his quote that he would never form a coalition with Thaçi’s PDK regardless of the offer that the latter could make for the post of president or that of prime minister. Mustafa said that a coalition of the bigger parties would pose a threat to democracy in Kosovo, and seems to prefer the AAK for a pre-election coalition. 

Mustafa said the LDK will not remain in the opposition and among others things said he consulted the Democratic Party in the U.S. on how to win elections. 

The LDK leader said he does not agree with Vetëvendosje’s actions of turning over Serbian trucks, and he also did not rule out an opposition bloc that would implement joint actions in line with national interests.

Lobbying for the state and the pocket (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that several months after the declaration of independence, the leaders of Kosovo’s diplomacy have decided to think about their wellbeing in addition to lobbying for more recognitions for Kosovo’s independence. 
The paper claims to have secured copies of two decisions, one issued by the Office of the President and another issued by the Government, which allowed officials to bypass and go beyond the regulation that determines the daily fees for official travel issued by the Ministry of Finance. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Lobbying for the state and the pocket
· Offer for the north – Package without Ahtisaari

· Citizens to cooperate for resolving the problem of the north
· Thaçi: Economic development of the north – a government priority

· Child workers – a challenge for the institutions

· Agim Zogaj’s happiest day

Other headlines
· Kosovo’s new step in regional cooperation for security (2)

· World Bank gives priority to energy development in Kosovo (7)
Zëri

Front page

· The Obama model to defeat Thaçi

· Interventions at the Police Inspectorate

· Mimoza fires officials; employs Gjakova residents
Other headlines
· Fitou: KFOR is unbiased (2)

· Serbia must play a constructive role (2)

· MEST condemns the attack (8)

· Hoxhaj to attend Vishegrad Summit (8)

· Thaçi calls for resumption of dialogue (9)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· KFOR negotiates for the north

· Irresponsible Government and the capital, in chaos 

Other headlines

· Solution for Gates 1 and 31 announced (2)

· EU requests implementation of agreements (3)

· Economic difficulties impact media of the region (4)

· Hoxhaj participates at the meeting of Visegrad Group (4)

· Commission discusses the draft law on Kosovo Government (4)

· Rugova List and LDD remain out of LDK (4)

· KDI confutes reporting for corruption index in Kosovo (4)

· Drafts for Hoça and Prizren (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Solution for the north within Ahtisaari’s package

· NATO, with soft words aims…

· Demaçi: I will candidate for President, if population requests

· No president with two citizenships

· Clash over ambassadors  

Other headlines

· International community should make pressure to Serbia (2)

· Buzek: EU requests concrete steps on Pristina – Belgrade dialogue (2)

· EU does not accept members with open political problems (2)

· Magic does not work in the north (3)

· Only with peace (3)

· Hoxhaj: Serbia should remove structures from the north (3)

· Cvetkovic: We are close to solution of the crisis in the north of Kosovo  (4)

· Thaçi for continuance of the dialogue with Belgrade (6)

· Major step of Kosovo statehood (7)

Express
Front page

· Guarantees freezing 

· He wants share in the economy

· Serbia returns to candidacy 

Other headlines

· We implement the package (4)

· Erhard Drews surprised with the northern (5)

· Negotiate the solution (5)

· The Government for the dialogue with Serbia (6)

· Fulfil the conditions (6)

· The hackers are being detected (7)

· Podujeva the city of happenings (8)

· With a air code (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The report of the year 2010, in which place is Kosovo this year?

· Thaçi: Welfare of citizens in the north a priority for the Government 

· Message, NATO requests peaceful solution in the north

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: France and EU to pressure Serbia (2)

· Busek: EU requests concrete steps in the dialogue Serbia – Kosovo (2)

· I don’t have full competencies, but i will support you as much as i can (4)

· KFOR again requests full freedom of movement in the north  (7)

· Pristina Municipality benefits a donation from UNDP  (9)

· Kosovo third in the world with the asylum requests (11)
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