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· Border crossings with Serbia, without state symbols (Koha Ditore) 

· Opposition certain Kosovo is helping Serbia in its path to EU (Koha)

· The U.S. support the agreement (Express) 

· Kurti requests from EU not to give to Serbia candidate status (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Border crossings with Serbia, without state symbols (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Government has agreed to remove state symbols at the joint border crossings with Serbia, through the agreement reached on Friday evening in Brussels. This readiness of Kosovar party has been confirmed on Saturday, with the conclusions of the European Union, that were also published by the Government of the country. “Joint, integrated facilities, united and secured, will be established in a “joint zone of the IBM border crossings, where officials of each party complete their respective checkup,” says point four of this conclusions, which adds that parties will not expose symbols of their respective jurisdictions. This point has made it easier for the chief of Serbian’s negotiating delegation, Borislav Stefanovic, stressing that there are no borders between Kosovo and Serbia, but only “administrative lines.” 

The EU mediator, Robert Cooper, has created the possibility for both parties to interpret this according to their own interests, including the IBM acronym, which can be interpreted in two ways. From the Kosovar party, it is read as “integrated border management,” while by the Serbian one, “integrated administrative point management.” This is also clarified in the footnotes given at the end of the conclusions of what is already being called “IBM Agreement.” 

It is said that engagements deriving from this agreement, according to point five of the conclusions, will include a balanced presence, in accordance to the needs, of both respective services, such as police, customs, etc. they will also include issues such as location, crossing points, nature of the conducting means, work schedule, etc, says this point, which explains that EULEX officials will also be present at Dheu i Bardhë/Koncul, Merdar/Merdare, Mutivodë/Mutivode and Depçe/Muçibabë 

Opposition certain Kosovo is helping Serbia in its path to EU (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the opposition believes Kosovo is helping Serbia get the candidate status for membership in the European Union. This is how the opposition views the agreement on the integrated management of border reached between Kosovo and Serbia in Brussels. 

The Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), the biggest opposition party, said Kosovo is definitively helping Serbia by reaching the border agreement. Vjosa Osmani, member of the LDK chairmanship, said Kosovo should not be against Serbia’s integration in the EU, but added that this should happen by embracing European values. “Building barricades is not a European value, attacking KFOR troops and supporting violence is also not a European value,” Osmani said.

The Vetëvendosje Movement too said Kosovo was doing Serbia a favor with such agreement. Dardan Molliqaj, organizational secretary in Vetëvendosje, said Kosovo has fallen prey to Serbia’s agenda. “Serbia had two goals with these negotiations: first, to functionalize itself in Kosovo without having to recognize it, and second, through these relations, where Serbia doesn’t have to recognize Kosovo, Serbia will move toward the European Union. It is a paradox that when Kosovo is concerned, Serbia gives up on the EU, whereas Kosovo renounces itself when the issue of visa liberalization is at stake,” Molliqaj said.

The U.S. support the agreement (Express) 

Express reports that the U.S. Ambassador in Serbia, Mary Warlick, stated that the United States of America, hail the progress between Belgrade and Pristina, and expect further steps in these discussions. “We hope that during the next days and weeks, we will see additional progress on the agreements and their implementation, for Serbia to move towards the EU membership,” said Warlick. According to Radio Free Europe, Warlick stated that it is in interest of both parties to continue with discussions between Serbia and Kosovo.  
Kurti requests from EU not to give to Serbia candidate status (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Vetëvendosje leader, Albin Kurti, has sent a letter to the addresses of 27 Ministers of foreign affairs of EU member’s states, where he listed the reasons, why, according to him, Serbia should not be given the status of the candidate. Kurti sent this letter only a few days before the EU Council for Foreign Affairs decides if Serbia should receive the status of candidate. He is convinced that EU incorrectly believes that this is the best method to keep Serbia under control and in stable condition. According to Kurti, EU thinks that this would enforce moderate political class in Serbia. “However, the very Serbia under moderate leadership has actively lobbied against independence of Kosovo in the international arena and has worked to undermine our sovereignty and territorial integrity, while financing and leading illegal state structures inside our country”, said Kurti.
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