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__________________________________________________
· Final results after revote on 9 January (dailies)

· Thaçi does not trust campaign in Drenica to party candidates (Koha/Zëri)

· Gallucci: Thaçi will “survive” as Prime Minister (dailies)

· Haradinaj: We did not say no (Express)

· Qatar, the first country to recognize Kosovo in 2011 (dailies)

· EULEX sets up a special task force for the north (dailies)

· Judah: The greatest challenge, isolation of Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

· With petition against Marty (Express) 

· Kosovo or Albania to preside over CEFTA (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Final results after revote on 9 January (dailies)

The results and counting centre has concluded the recount of 40 percent of the votes from 12 December elections but the final results will not be announced until the revote in three municipalities and several polling stations is carried out on 9 January. Head of the Central Elections Commission Secretariat Xhemajl Peçani told Koha Ditore that an auditing process will follow the recount which is expected to take another several days.

Express quotes sources from the counting centre as saying that the majority of the irregularities noted during the recount have to do with votes between party candidates rather than votes between different parties and this, according to the source, is not likely to threaten the elections of 12 December.

Thaçi does not trust campaign in Drenica to party candidates (Koha/Zëri)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi is holding mobilizing meetings with potential voters in Skenderaj and Drenas and according to the paper he is not allowing PDK candidates for MPs to hold individual meetings in the Drenica region. The paper argues that Thaçi is doing the latter out of fear of renewed scenarios in Skenderaj and Drenas from 12 December elections. 
For a week now, Thaçi has been visiting every village in the Drenica region and sending two messages: they should not distribute their votes to many candidates and not cast their votes for those that campaign against certain candidates in the PDK election list.
On a similar note, Zëri reports that unsatisfied with the course of events on December 12, Thaçi has now taken matters into his own hands in the Drenica region.
Gallucci: Thaçi will “survive” as Prime Minister (dailies)

Former UNMIK chief in northern Kosovo Gerard Gallucci told Belgrade-based Politika that outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi will have another mandate as head of the government. Galluci said this would happen in order to avoid tensions in Kosovo. “But allegations in Dick Marty’s report could result in situations where Western Europeans will oppose the American hard line against Serbs. It seems that some of them are ready to compromise with Belgrade, including a special status for the north,” Gallucci said.

Haradinaj: We did not say no (Express)

Express carries as the leading story an interview with Daut Haradinaj, member of the AAK general council and brother of party leader Ramush Haradinaj. The paper highlights Haradinaj’s statement that the AAK has no reason to enter a coalition with the PDK. “In fact we shouldn’t even be talking to Hashim Thaçi’s party about a coalition. Nevertheless, the final decision will be made after January 9th. Ramush Haradinaj has not said his final word,” the paper quotes Haradinaj as saying. 

“One should not even talk to the PDK about a possible coalition because the PDK has proved it has inflicted damages to the country, it has criminal structures and one does not have to talk to such a structure. The PDK should apologize to the people of Kosovo, clean itself from these elements and then resort to negotiations for the formation of the government,” Haradinaj added. 
Qatar, the first country to recognize Kosovo in 2011 (dailies)

All dailies report on the front pages that Qatar is the first country to recognize Kosovo’s independence in 2011 and the 73rd state overall since Kosovo declared its independence in February 2008.

“Our embassy in New York has been notified by the Embassy of Qatar about the approval to establish diplomatic relations between Kosovo and Qatar,” outgoing Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Çitaku told reporters. She also said that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has not issued an official notification because diplomatic relations have yet to be signed.

EULEX sets up a special task force for the north (dailies)

EU rule of law mission is set to establish a special police unit to deal with the north of Kosovo, said EULEX Spokesperson Hans Christian Classing. In a statement for the Belgrade news agency Tanjug, Classing said the unit has in fact been set up in November of last year but the force has not yet recruited all the members. The unit is expected to tackle organized crime and will consist of 30 members. Express quotes local security analysts saying they don’t have too many expectations from the task force and voiced suspicion over the force’s efficiency to fight organized crime.
Judah: The greatest challenge, isolation of Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the British journalist and analyst Tim Judah said for the BBC in Serbian that Pristina-Belgrade dialogue should be one of the most important events of 2011 in Western Balkans, even though he does not expect any dramatic progress from it. “Some kind of discussions will happen by all means, because both sides will be under pressure to do so. However, I do not think that this would result in some major progress. Perhaps the fact that the discussions have started will be sufficient.” 

He considered that one of the problems is that people in Brussels want these discussions to start on less important issues, and then pass on to major political problems. “On the other hand, I know some people in Pristina who say that such approach would not make sense and that discussions should start from the major political issues, because everything else depends on them. Let me say immediately, that this does not mean discussions for status, but for other major issues, such as the north of Kosovo or even eventual division or exchange of territories,” he said. Judah said that the potential danger in the region for this year is increasing political isolation of Kosovo and potential consequences from it.

With petition against Marty (Express) 

Express reports that KLA War Associations have announced that starting from 5 January they will organize a pan-national petition against the insults to the Albanian nation, made in Dick Marty’s report. The petition will be addressed to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. From Wednesday, signing of the petition will start in Albania, Kosovo, Preshevo Valley and Macedonia. 

The announcement of these organizations says that the petition is a democratic expression of the disagreement and indignation towards those that intend to misinterpret the truth and history of the nation and those that induced and caused the wars in the region as well as in Kosovo.
Kosovo or Albania to preside over CEFTA (Zëri)

The paper quotes senior officials from the Ministry of Trade and Industry as saying that Kosovo has taken over the presidency of CEFTA agreement although they admit there was no official handover of responsibilities from the last presiding country, Serbia. Flamur Keqa from the ministry said Kosovo institutions should reach a political decision on CEFTA and added that they have made all necessary preparations for presiding over the free trade mechanism. However, secretary of the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce Berat Rukiqi told the paper that if Kosovo fails to preside over CEFTA due to various problems, then the presidency would go to the next member in line which in this case is Albania.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Thaçi does not trust campaign in Drenica to party candidates

· Judah: Kosovo’s isolation is the biggest challenge

· Gallucci: Thaçi will “survive” as Prime Minister

· Qatar, first country to recognize Kosovo in 2011

· Trade deficit, serious obstacle for economic development

· Police arrest 13th suspect for attack against Limaj family

Other headlines

· Final results after 9 January recount (2)

· EULEX establishes special police unit for the north (2)

· To the Albanian Government Kosovo is part of Serbia!!! (3)

Zëri
Front page

· Recognitions for a better image

· Judah: Kosovo’s isolation very dangerous

· Qatar officially recognizes Kosovo

· Kosovo or Albania to preside over CEFTA
Other headlines

· Three days of election campaign (2)

· Serbia postpones census (2)

· Germany threatens to reintroduce visas (4)

· EULEX with a Task Force for the north (5)

· Thaçi takes matters into his own hands (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· 133 cases of violation end up at the Prosecutor’s Office

· Editorial: The Dardan end

· 1,200 police officers leave their jobs due to low salaries

· Qatar recognizes Kosovo

Other headlines

· War Associations with a petition against Dick Marty (2)

· Recount is over, campaign begins (2)

· Gallucci: Thaçi will “survive” as Prime Minister (3)

· Vote manipulation and Marty’s report damaging for Kosovo (3)

· Serbs more interested in Kosovo than in the EU (4)

· Elections delay Kosovo’s membership in EBRD (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Campaign starts today

· Naser Rugova goes back to his old house

· 30 days detention for 12 suspects 

· No talks with Belgrade until Marty report is clarified

· Petition against Marty’s report begins 

· Crime and corruption to be investigated in the north too

Other headlines

· Qatar, 73rd country to recognise Kosovo (2)

· Gallucci: Thaçi to ‘survive’ as prime minister (2)

· Judah: Greatest threat for Kosovo in 2011, isolation (2)

· Serbs more interested for Kosovo than the EU (2)

· Recount of votes ends (5)

· Kosovo in EBRD (9)

· Thaçi calls for a meaningful elections process (10)

Express
Front page

· Daut Haradinaj: We did not say no

· EULEX remembers the north

· Threaten with strike

· Qatar recognizes us as well 

Other headlines

· Sadiku: The bad taste of the holidays (2)

· Naser Rugova, member of LDK (4)

· Serbs sacrifice EU for Kosovo (4)

· Pristina Dardans leave Daci as well (5)

· Irregularities to be learnt today (5)

· Gallucci: Thaçi will survive as a Prime Minister (6)

· “The young Europeans,” isolated (6)

· Serbian crimes, undetected (8)

· With petition against Marty (8)

· The Guardian: Go to Brezovica (10)

· Shala: We were the obstacle (10)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Ibrahim Rugova list – in between accepting and refusing coalition offer

Other headlines

· Kosovo’s image and expectations for recognitions (3)

· Biggest danger in 2011 – isolation of Kosovo (6)

· EULEX to set up special unit for the north (7)

· Results from CEC after 9 January (9)

· Qatar recognises independence of Kosovo (11)
Infopress

Front page

· LDD towards LDK

· Qatar recognition formalized

· Government, before 28 March

· Petition against Dick Marty’s report

· EULEX with special units in the north

Other headlines

· Pre-election campaign, again (2)

· Judah: Kosovo, the danger of Balkans (2)

· 18 year old without the right of vote (3)

· Recounting of votes concluded (3)

· Politics, away from judicial reforms (4)

· Kosovo to become EBRD member this year (6)

· Preteni: Corruption at concerning extent (7)
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