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· Last consultations (Express)

· Number of ministries to increase to 21 (Zëri)

· Krasniqi for president, Hoxhaj, Limaj, Shala, Mujota and Pula outside the government (Kosova Sot)

· Oman recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

· ISG has messages for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Jagland: Thaçi to cooperate with investigations (dailies)

· Marty: Americans to continue investigations (dailies)

· Silent searches in the Ministry of Transport (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Last consultations (Express)
The paper reports that AAK senior officials, Ahmet Isufi, Blerim Kuçi and Ali Berisha, have travelled to The Hague to meet with the party leader Ramush Haradinaj and consult over the possibility of a coalition agreement with PDK. AAK officials said their visit is of a private character but the paper says they are expected to come back from The Hague with a definite stance on the coalition with PDK. 
Number of ministries to increase to 21 (Zëri)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is expected to increase the number of the ministries in the Government from the current number of 18 to 21 and in addition to also add one or two more deputy prime ministers. The paper says the move is devised as a plan to attract parties to join the new government as there are now more posts to be divided between the partners. The paper also says PM Thaçi is planning to undertake the move without considering financial implications of the decision or consulting international recommendations for the downsizing of the staff working in state administration.
Krasniqi for president, Hoxhaj, Limaj, Shala, Mujota and Pula outside the government (Kosova Sot)

The paper quotes a report from the Kosovapress news agency which in turn quoted sources close to PDK saying that current ministers Enver Hoxhaj, Fatmir Limaj, Ahmet Shala, Justina Pula and Fehmi Mujota will not have ministerial posts in the new government while other PDK members, Hajredin Kuçi, Besim Beqaj, Bajram Rexhepi, Vlora Çitaku, Memli Krasniqi, Shaip Muja, Fadil Demaku and Berat Buzhala are expected to be appointed ministers to different departments. 

The report further said that with regards to the post of the Kosovo President, PDK is interested in appointing Jakup Krasniqi to it while they are open to giving the post of the head of the Assembly to their coalition partner. 
Oman recognizes Kosovo (dailies)

Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Çitaku announced yesterday that the Kingdom of Oman has officially recognized independence of Kosovo. Oman sent a formal letter to the Kosovo Embassy in London asking to establish diplomatic relations. Çitaku said Kosovo has decided to right away appoint the Kosovo Ambassador in London Muhamet Hamiti as the non-resident ambassador for Oman. Oman sultan said the decision to recognize Kosovo came after reviewing the opinion of the International Court of Justice over the legality of Kosovo’s declaration of independence. Recognition from Oman raises the number of Kosovo’s recognitions to 75th, the papers add.
ISG has messages for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that the International Steering Group for Kosovo which is to meet next week in Brussels will not only discuss the implementation of the Marti Ahtisaari’s status proposal but will also focus on the problems in Kosovo as a result of the fall of the government. In addition, the ISG will discuss the salaries in the public sector, the damaging of Kosovo’s image by Dick Marty’s report, consolidation of new institutions and Pristina-Belgrade talks.  
Jagland: Thaçi to cooperate with investigations (dailies)

Council of Europe Secretary General Thorbjorn Jagland called on Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi to cooperate with justice authorities in investigations regarding organ trade. “In this regard, Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, should change his stance and cooperate. The fundamental principle is that no one is guilty until proven otherwise. We need evidence for this but it is our duty to investigate and from there to judge,” Jagland said in an interview for Spanish paper El Pais.  
Marty: Americans to continue investigations (dailies)

Council of Europe rapporteur and author of the report on organ trafficking Dick Marty said the investigations into allegations in his report should be continued by the Americans. He said that if EU were to address his claims “everything would be hushed up”. Marty also said he does not wish to disclose to EULEX his sources because of the fear for their lives. Marty made the statements to a Bosnian paper Slobodna Bosna.
Koha Ditore however reports that the US authorities have rejected the idea of setting up a special mechanism to investigate Marty’s allegations. The paper says this was made clear to the Serbian Interior Minister Ivica Dacic whilst on a visit to Washington.
Silent searches in the Ministry of Transport (Koha Ditore)

The paper quotes sources as saying that EULEX investigators, following the interviewing of the Ministry of Transport head of procurement Nexhat Krasniqi, have continued searching Krasniqi’s office and seized all materials about road construction tenders and other documents considered to be of importance for the suspicions of corruption.  The source said Krasniqi was interviewed for two days while the searches in the Ministry of Transport started on Wednesday and lasted through Friday.
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