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Main Stories                                 5 March
__________________________________________________
· Security Council “might encourage parties to implement six points” (Koha)

· Pristina says there is no official request from UN for dialogue with Belgrade 
· Sejdiu: Six points cannot be revived (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX in the north implements UNMIK laws (Koha Ditore) 

· Scheffer denies speculations for reduction of KFOR troops in Kosovo (Zëri) 

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Security Council “might encourage parties to implement six points” (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports in one of the front-page stories that the United Nations Security Council on 23 March will discuss the report of Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on Kosovo.  
The paper reports that the focus of UN senior officer Marco Bianchini, who is visiting Kosovo, is on the reconfiguration of UNMIK and the downsizing of staff, the implementation of the six points and the role of UNMIK vis-à-vis other international actors. According to the paper, these are also some of the issues that are expected to be included in Ban Ki-moon’s report which will be presented to Security Council in late March.
Unnamed international sources told Koha Ditore that one of the possible scenarios at the Security Council session is the endorsement of a presidential declaration that would encourage progress on the implementation of the six points.

Pristina says there is no official request from UN for dialogue with Belgrade 
Zëri reports on the front page that the Government of Kosovo says it has received no official request from United Nations representatives to engage in any kind of technical talks with Belgrade. Officials from the Office of the Prime Minister told the paper that UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier has not submitted a request to meet Thaçi. 
The paper quotes Memli Krasniqi, spokesman for the Kosovo Government, as saying that there can be no technical talks without having an agreement on the basic principles that enable such negotiations. 
Meanwhile, UNMIK spokesman Russell Geekie told Zëri that UNMIK believes there are areas where dialogue would be useful. UNMIK officials confirm that SRSG Lamberto Zannier has again travelled outside Pristina, without managing to meet with Kosovar authorities. The SRSG is preparing the report that he will present to the UN Security Council on 23 March in New York.
Sejdiu: Six points cannot be revived (Koha Ditore)
Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu on Wednesday ruled out every possibility that in the next couple of days Pristina would agree to engage in dialogue with Serbia on issues related to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s six-point plan, Koha Ditore reports.
Following his return from the U.S., President Sejdiu told media that he has sufficient information that “someone” has ambitions to introduce some elements from the six-point plan through the “backdoor”, but added that the Kosovar side is consistent in its position to reject every point that violates Kosovo’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
“We always said we are ready to talk with Serbia in the sense of stimulating agreements or cooperation between two sovereign countries, but we will never accept topics that violate the status of Kosovo and the sovereignty of Kosovo such as the six-point plan,” Sejdiu was quoted as saying.
EULEX in the north implements UNMIK laws (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the judicial proceeding annulled on Monday in Mitrovica because of the protests of the Serb staff of the court, took place yesterday only after an agreement between EULEX officials and Serbia’s Government to implement UNMIK laws. This daily reports that this first session after a year of blockade of the courts in the north, was held almost behind the closed doors and under strict security measures. 

EULEX spokesperson Kristina Herodes told this daily that the process against Vladimir Jovanovic and Mirolub Nikoloc, both from Leposavic started at 12:00 without any problem. “EULEX is trying based on the Temporary Penal Code and Penal Procedure of Kosovo,” said Herodes adding that the session would continue today. 

However, Koha Ditore’s sources within EULEX have explained that that officials of this mission have expressed readiness to listen again to the demands of Serb employees in order to find a solution. “An EU state has reached an agreement with Serbian Government, which enabled holding of the session for the two Serbs in Mitrovica. According to the agreement, the trial should be based apply UNMIK laws of 2004 and not those of the Republic of Kosovo,” said this source.    

Herodes has denied that EULEX would use UNMIK laws. “There is no agreement between EULEX and Serb representatives of parallel courts,” she said. Sources from the Kosovo Police station in northern Mitrovica, told this daily that EULEX representatives have reached an agreement with Nikola Kabasic, representative of paralele Serb courts in the north and also member of leadership of Serb National Council for the north of Kosovo.   
Scheffer denies speculations for reduction of KFOR troops in Kosovo (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer has denied speculations that NATO will downsize its troops in Kosovo, saying that there is no such plan. "Those who are speculating on any reductions of KFOR, including those in uniform, do not speak on behalf of NATO on this issue," said the NATO chief. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· EULEX in the north implements UNMIK laws

· Security Council “might encourage parties to implement six points”

· Sejdiu: Six points cannot be revived

· Great Britain reduces number of its soldiers in KFOR

· Strike ends in all healthcare institutions

· The state is lacking a foreign policy platform
Other headlines

· Parade of KSF on March 5th cancelled – reasons not known (4)

· Independence is irreversible, but unfinished (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Pristina says it has received no official request from UN for dialogue with Belgrade

· Sejdiu: U.S. confirm support for Kosovo

· President does not say when he will set date for local elections

· Scheffer reacts to speculation for downsizing of KFOR troops

· Rexhepi: Municipalities to pay only for three months, then we’ll see

Other headlines

· Veton Surroi: Kosovo does not have a foreign policy (2)

· Great Britain reduces its number of soldiers by September 1st (2)

· In first EULEX trial, Gani Gashi sentenced to 17 years in prison (4)

· Serbs give up on protests, EULEX resumes trials in the north (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· MPs “knock out” Minister Kelmendi 
· Editorial: NATO guards us
· The President’s announcement

· Scheffer reacts: They are speculating

Other headlines

· EULEX resumes trials in the north (4)

· LDK is revived (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Limaj builds hope with new roads
· Pacolli: I don’t buy recognitions with money

· Sejdiu announces new recognitions

· Criticism and praise for Kosovar diplomacy

Other headlines

· Scheffer: No plans to downsize KFOR troops (3)

· UNSC discuss situation in Kosovo on March 23rd (3)

· Great Britain reduces military presence in Kosovo (3)

Express
Front page

· RTK 100 % chaos 

· Uganda’s conditions

· Rexhepi: What is the profit?

· Pacolli’s emissary 

Other headlines

· EU, Albania and status of the candidate (3)

· SC session on 23 March (4)

· For bilateral relations and lobbing (5)

· Investment is determinant (6)

Lajm
Front page

· Trial restarts, without compromise

· Offensive in lobbing 

· Scheffer denies speculations on KFOR reduction 

· Interrupted strike disunites trade unionists 

Other headlines

· An “unsuccessful” year in diplomacy (2)

· European agenda cannot deviate (3)

· Britain reduces military presence in Kosovo (3)

· Clash of clans in RTK (4)

· Serbs feel deceived by Belgrade (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Our visit reconfirmed good Kosovo – U.S. good relations 

· Scheffer: There is no plan for KFOR cuts

· Dervishi: Opening of burned letters 

· EULEX starts judicial proceeding, with UNMIK laws, not Kosovo’s 

· Serbia means it 

Other headlines 

· UN session on Kosovo on 23 March (3)

· Official’s manners to be regulated by law (6)

· Kosovo – Turkey relations intensify (9)

· Basha: Albanians to move without visas within EU during 2009 (10) 

InfoPress 
Front page

· Scheffer: No cuts of KFOR in Kosovo, Britain reduces its troops 
· From 672 employees, only 440 needed at Pristina Municipality 
· Warrior in the past, builder at present 

· Legendary tower
Other headlines 

· Session at Mitrovica district court restarts (2)
· Bianchini in a “routine visit” (2)
· Arabian gulf turns attention toward Kosovo (5)
· Kosovo – Turkey relations intensify (5)
· Healthcare employees return to work (7)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· UN SC to debate Kosovo on 23 March (Beta)

· Scheffer: Reduction of KFOR troops not planned (Beta)

· Britain to start withdrawal of troops from Kosovo this month (Tanjug)

· EULEX judges sentenced Kosovo Albanian to 17 years (Tanjug)

· EULEX judges open trial of two Serbs (Tanjug)

· Bianchini on six-point plan in Belgrade and Pristina (Tanjug)

· K. Mitrovica: Two persons heavily injured in a collapsed building (Tanjug/RTS)

· Kosovo police guarding Orthodox churches (Beta)

UN SC to debate Kosovo on 23 March (Beta)

The UN Security Council will discuss the UN Mission in Kosovo on 23 March, according to a statement from the UN. Libyan Ambassador Ibrahim Dabashi, whose country will be presiding at the SC in March, said that the Council would discuss Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report about the situation in Kosovo, expected in March. SC members expect to receive Ban’s report in the next few days, which will include details of discussions about implementing the six-point plan covering the issues of customs, police, justice, transportation, and protection of religious buildings.

Scheffer: Reduction of KFOR troops not planned (Beta)

NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hop Scheffer stated in Brussels that there is no plan, and certainly no decision to reduce KFOR troops. He said that individuals that are issuing statements on possible reduction of the number of KFOR troops do not speak on behalf of NATO. The statement at the NATO headquarters specifies that such a decision might be made only if NATO allies are convinced that it would not jeopardize security in Kosovo, yet emphasizing that time for that has not come. This is how Scheffer reacted to statements of some KFOR officials, and certain ambassadors of some NATO member states in Brussels saying that some reduction of those forces might occur since, as they stated, the security situation in Kosovo is apparently rather stable.

Britain to start withdrawal of troops from Kosovo this month (Tanjug)

Great Britain will start reducing its military troops in Kosovo in late March, the British Embassy in Pristina stated, adding that the withdrawal reflects the improved security situation. The statement by the British Foreign Office, conveyed by the Embassy, reads that the British KFOR contingent presently has 167 people and that these forces will be reduced “to a small number of positions in the period between end of March and 1 September 2009.”

EULEX judges sentenced Kosovo Albanian to 17 years (Tanjug)

A 59-year Kosovo Albanian Gani Gashi was sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment in the first trial for war crimes held under the auspices of the EU Mission in Pristina. Gashi was found guilty of murder, attempted murder and grave bodily harm, committed in the vicinity of Glogovac on July 12, 1998. He fired at the four members of the Kosovo family Obrija – father, mother, son and grandson, EULEX reminded in its statement, adding that the father died while the other three family members were seriously wounded. The verdict was delivered by a three-member judge panel consisting of two EULEX members and one from Kosovo, while the Prosecutor was also a EULEX member.

EULEX judges open trial of two Serbs (Tanjug)

A trial of two Kosovo Serbs, charged with aggravated robbery, started at the District Court in northern Kosovska Mitrovica. The judge panel consists of three judges from EULEX, and the prosecutor is also a EULEX member. 

Bianchini on six-point plan in Belgrade and Pristina (Tanjug)

The head of the Kosovo Office in the UN Secretariat Mark Bianchini will be staying this week in Pristina and Belgrade, where he is to have talks on the implementation of the six-point plan, Koha Ditore said. It writes it had access to a letter of the Undersecretary for peace operations Alan Le Roy to UNMIK and to the UN Office in Belgrade, sent in February, in which it is stated that the talks will focus on UNMIK reconfiguration, a reduction of the number of UNMIK soldiers and on the implementation of six-point plan. UNMIK officials state that this visit is a regular one and is aimed at collecting information from the field for the forthcoming report of the UN Secretary-General at the SC session on 23 March.

K. Mitrovica: Two persons heavily injured in a collapsed building (Tanjug/RTS)

Two persons have been retained for treatment in the Kosovska Mitrovica hospital, after a four-storey building collapsed in the northern part where 35 Serb families live. Hospital surgeon Zlatan Elek said that Zlatko Cerovic sustained heavy bodily injuries. Radunka Milicevic suffered an injury of her left leg and cuts in the head. The commander of the northern police station Milija Milosevic said that the building collapsed because it was around 90 years old and was heavily damaged in the NATO bombing of Serbia in 1999. All the tenants have been evacuated and assistance in that process was given by members of KFOR Belgian soldiers and fire units.

The Ministry for Kosovo under emergency procedure approved aid of one million Dinars to residents of a collapsed building in Kosovska Mitrovica. The Ministry said in a statement that it has formed a response team with the local self-government, whose task will be to find temporary accommodation for over 35 currently homeless families. A commission was also formed to determine the cause of the collapse and assess the damage. The Ministry will keep monitoring the situation and will take additional measures if the need arises, adds the statement.

Kosovo police guarding Orthodox churches (Beta)

Police in the Prizren region have begun guarding Serbian Orthodox Church buildings, in accordance with Martti Ahtisaari’s plan. According to the Ahtisaari document ratified by the Kosovo assembly, Prizren has one zone in the center of the city which is home to seven Orthodox buildings, the majority of which have been policed by private security companies until now. “In Kosovo there are 44 buildings which need to be protected. We have seven controls and 40 police officers in eight-hour shifts who will be engaged in this assignment 24 hours a day,” says Lumni Greshta from the Prizren regional police. According to Greshta, the police are prepared to assume their obligations despite the inherent difficulties. “This is a big assignment for us, given we are already 185 officers short, and now 40 of our colleagues are engaged in policing Serbian Orthodox Church buildings. That means that in the future we will be over 220 officers short for daily assignments,” he said. Bishop Artemije is surprised by this decision and has laid the blame with EULEX. “Without our knowledge, permission or agreement, it isn’t possible to do something like this. No one asked us or consulted us about that, even informally. Therefore, our government representatives need to raise the question of whether EULEX’s stay in Kosovo is legitimate,” said Artemije. Kosovo police will largely watch over newly restored churches and monasteries, the majority of which were damaged during the troubles of March 2004.
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