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· Government objects to agreements on trucks’ load (dailies) 

· LDK: Reciprocity must be respected (dailies)

· Hoxhaj: Partition can happen if there is no pressure on Belgrade (dailies)

· Quint demarche to Serbia: No return to situation before July 25th (dailies)  

· Fitou: No return to the situation before July 25th (Express)

· Kurti: The Kosovo Government is being defactorized (dailies)

· Serwer: Belgrade aims for Kosovo’s partition (Express)

· Petrovic: Crisis in the north must not spill over to the south (dailies)

· Berisha calls on China to recognize Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Government objects to agreement on trucks’ load (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports no customs officers were at Gates 1 and 31 on Thursday to monitor the passage of trucks carrying goods.  According to the daily, the goods were humanitarian in nature and therefore were able to pass.  The recent draft agreement between KFOR and Serbia’s officials allows trucks to cross the border points after undergoing an inspection. The agreement was not approved by Kosovo authorities.  They object to the weight allowance.  The agreement states that trucks which weigh less than 3.5 tons can enter Kosovo, regardless of whether their cargo is commercial or humanitarian. 
Express reports that KFOR efforts to find a solution for the North were fruitless.  After several hours of negotiations on Tuesday between KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler, Pristina and Belgrade there were still considerable disagreements. The Kosovo Prime Minister outlined ten points in a document which he gave to Buhler for inclusion in the agreement. According to Express sources, these ten points consist of  unblocking the roads, maintaining the present situation at border gates 1 and 31,  leaving KFOR in command at the crossings,  closing the gates to commercial goods while allowing humanitarian aid to pass in trucks with loads under 3.5 tons at certain points only after an adequate independent international body proves the existence of a humanitarian crisis, checking each vehicle thouroughly and the ID of each individual should, checking the Belgrade-Mitrovica train by Kosovo Police with the help of EULEX and KFOR and finally Pristina said it would allow the crossing of members of the Orthodox church would be allowed to enter
According to Zëri, the Kosovo Government might agree to the agreement reached between KFOR and Serbia if the conditions proposed by Pristina are included. In another article, this daily says that if the Government accepts the agreement as it is, it will be a step back. 
Epoka e Re carries an interview with Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry, Mimoza Kusari Lila. She states that KFOR rushed to come to an agreement and in its haste insufficiently communicated with the Kosovo Government.  “KFOR issued a draft agreement without communicating with the Kosovo Government. We responded to the draft immediately: We will not turn back on the decision to enact reciprocity measurse, they will remain in place until Serbia recognizes Kosovo stamps,” said Kusari Lila. 

Bota Sot reports that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi denies an agreement between KFOR and Serb officials.  According to him, the issues discussed with Commander Buhler were only points of discussions and not official. According to this daily, Thaçi reiterated that there is no going back to the previous state of affairs in the North.  He added that there is no humanitarian crisis in the north. 

LDK: Reciprocity must be respected (dailies)
The Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), the biggest opposition party in the Assembly, reacted Thursday to the agreement on the situation in the North between COMKFOR Buhler and representatives of the Serbian Government. “The LDK believes that reciprocity must be fully respected in order to prevent organized crime and fiscal evasion. LDK believes there is no humanitarian crisis in the north, therefore, the convoy with humanitarian aid from Serbia has nothing to do with humanism but is simply a move by the Serbian government to raise tensions. The issue of state status has been decided by the International Court of Justice and the LDK therefore refuses to reopen this topic”.
Hoxhaj: Partition could happen if there is no pressure on Belgrade (dailies)
Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj said in an interview for Reuters that Kosovo’s partition could happen if there is no pressure by the international community on Serbia. “The danger is very real and this could happen. It depends on the reaction of the super powers regarding the situation in the North. It depends if NATO will support KFOR’s presence in the North,” Hoxhaj said.

He added that there should not be international diplomatic pressure on Belgrade. “If there is no pressure, the reality is that Kosovo’s partition will happen.” Hoxhaj added that the eventual partition would however open a Pandora’s Box and possibly lead to an escalation in violence throughout the region.

Quint demarche to Serbia: No return to situation before July 25th (dailies)  

Citing an article published in the Serbian tabloid Alo, several dailies report that the Quint countries sent a communiqué to Serbia on Wednesday saying that there can be no return to the situation before July 25th. In their demarche, the Quint countries propose a new method to manage the border, originally proposed by EU mediator Robert Cooper.
Fitou: No return to the situation before July 25th (Express)

Jean Francois-Fitou, the French Ambassador to Kosovo, said in an interview for Radio Dukagjini that the situation in northern Kosovo cannot return to what it was before July 25th. “In my experience, it is impossible to go back in time. It is impossible for things to return to what they used to be. Something happened on July 25th and I don’t expect the situation to return to the way it was before that date. We must be creative in the way we think,” Fitou was quoted as saying. Express notes that Fitou’s statement is in line with the demarche that Quint countries sent to Serbia.

Kurti: The Kosovo Government is being defactorized (dailies)
Several dailies report that the Vetëvendosje Movement issued a communiqué yesterday saying that negotiations between KFOR and the Serbian Government represent a setback for the Kosovo Government because it was not sufficiently consulted.  Vetëvendosje said that the steps backward by Kosovo institutions as a result of the situation in the North is worse than how things were before July 25th. 

“Every day it is becoming clearer that the state of Kosovo is no longer a negotiating party in establishing order and security in its northern territory. The Kosovo Government was factorized in the North as a result of the ROSU operation. However, now that there is no government presence there, it is defactorized.  The Government is no longer a stakeholder, as we can see from Wednesday’s agreement between KFOR and Serbia. The fact that KFOR forces are negotiating with representatives of the Serbian state is the best indicator of the situation on the ground. Those who have the power on the ground are negotiating,” the communiqué said.
Serwer: Belgrade aims for Kosovo’s partition (Express)
U.S. expert on the Balkans, Daniel Serwer, told Express that he is certain that Serbia’s goal is to divide the northern part of Kosovo, “but partition is very dangerous for the whole region”. Serwer also said that the Kosovo Government’s intervention in the North was righteous and believes that the situation cannot return to what it was before July 25th.

Petrovic: Crisis in the north must not spill over to the south (dailies)

In an interview for Belgrade-based Politika newspaper, Slobodan Petrovic, Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo, said he was neither informed about PM Thaçi’s decision nor was he part of the deployment of ROSU units at the administrative crossing points in northern Kosovo. 

“The international community has said that this is unacceptable, everything that results in human casualties is unacceptable. We must resolve this situation because it can deteriorate. Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina must resume as quickly as possible, because this would contribute to the resolution of the problem,” Petrovic was quoted as saying.

Berisha calls on China to recognize Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

All dailies report that Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha has called on the Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Yiechi, who is visiting Tirana, to consider recognizing the independence of Kosovo, as it would be in the service of peace and stability in the region. Yiechi said the Chinese Government was closely following developments in Kosovo. “China favors a proper solution through dialogue and based on United Nations resolutions,” he added.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Government objects to loading point for trucks

· Hoxhaj: Partition can happen if there is no pressure on Belgrade

· Petrovic: Crisis in the North must not spill over into the South
· Buhler: Criminality caused crisis in the North

· Berisha calls on China to recognize Kosovo

Other headlines

· Belgrade’s EU rapprochement conditioned with integration of Kosovo’s northern region (3)

· Dacic: Serbs must use Albanian methods (3)

· Alo: Quint sends ultimatum to Serbia, keep your hands off Kosovo (3)

· Room booked for confirmation of Limaj’s indictment (4)

· Farid Zarif, acting UNMIK chief (4)

· Ridiculous fines for vote manipulators (5)

· Government aims to reduce salary expenditures in 2012 (6)

· Serbian producers concerned over losing Kosovo market (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Government’s conditions for KFOR

· The Government backs down

· Kosovo talks to Belgrade’s clandestinly
· Thaçi should respect the agreement

Other headlines

· Quint: No going back (2)

· Peters supports the Government of Kosovo (2)

· Berisha calls on China to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Fitou: I don’t know that you can turn back time (2)

· NATO reviews additional reinforcements (4)

· LB: Agreement on the north, setback to 1999 (4)

· Plus: Production of biometric passports begins (4)

· Minus: Around 75 tons of goods enter from Serbia (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Government rejects KFOR’s agreement with Serbs

· Editorial: Embargo violated over “humanitarian motives”

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Serbia aims at Kosovo’s partition

Other headlines

· Parallel structures against the agreement (2)

· Berisha calls on China to recognize Kosovo (4)

· Buhler: Lack of rule of law led to violence (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Thaçi: There is no humanitarian crisis in the north of Kosovo

· Kusari-Lila KFOR rushed

· Demarche of the world powers: There no turning back

· Proud with KSF

· Cooper: Dialogue should continue

Other headlines

· Berisha requests from China recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Tensions calm, barricades remain (3)

· Hoxhaj: Serbia intends division (3)

· Gentilini from Pristina to Brussels (3)

· Production of biometric passports starts (4)

· Serb hackers attack Assembly webpage (5)

· Fitou: Situation in the north cannot turn back (6)

· Jahjaga congratulates Obama on his birthday (6)

Express
Front page

· There is no agreement

· Deport food

· 2.6 million per month 

· Belgrade aims division 

Other headlines

· Return of violence in Balkans (2)

· New Serb TV channel in the new reality (3)

· Fitou: No turning back in the north (4)

· Criminals rule the north (5)

· Stop Serbia (5)

· Serwer: Belgrade aims for division (6)

· Kurti: Government is de-factorizing  (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· There is no agreement with Serbs, no compromise

· KFOR will use force in case of violence in the north

· Kusari-Lila: Leave Serbian goods

· Quint ultimatum to Serbia: There is no turning back

Other headlines

· Agreement only on keeping the sovereignty (2)

· Trucks with humanitarian aid from Serbia, enter Kosovo (2)

· Web page of Kosovo Assembly attacked (3)

· Creation of a free zone for Chinese investors, supported (4)

· Dislocation of additional KFOR forces starts (4)

· Destructive actions of Serbian regime in the north (4)

· Burning of the Kosovo -Serbian border point (5)

· LDK appeal on complete implementation of reciprocity (6)

· Germany will continue to support Kosovo (7)

· Peters: Kosovo disserves the right to control borders (7)

· KFOR cannot make agreements on behalf of Kosovo (9)
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