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· Krasniqi: The President should not even be a member of a party (dailies)

· AAK and LDD: Elections according to the constitution (Koha Ditore)

· Cosmetic changes to election code (dailies)

· EULEX begins arrests in the north (dailies)

· Institutional crisis result of disagreements on PTK and KEK (Bota Sot)

· UNMIK draws back (Express)

· Kurti: The regime could try to prevent our participation in elections (Koha Ditore)

· Students: “I did not bring Tadic to you, the Government did” (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Krasniqi: The President should not even be a member of a party (dailies)

The acting President of Kosovo, Jakup Krasniqi, requested the Constitutional Court to give him an explanation, regarding if during his acting in the duty of the President of Kosovo he is violation the highest judicial act of the country, while also being the Secretary of PDK. Krasniqi repeated on Monday many times that he is not the President of the State and that the request for an explanation was done for correctness. 

Former President Fatmir Sejdiu, who resigned because of the conclusion of Constitutional Court that he seriously violated the constitution while holding also the function as the Head of LDK, said that Krasniqi is also violating the constitution, while being Secretary of the PDK. “I am not the President. My main duty is that of the Head of the Assembly of Kosovo. The Constitution of Kosovo gives to me the duty of acting President of Kosovo. However, I will consult with the Constitutional Court, and I am waiting for an explanation from them”, said Krasniqi. 

The acting President, Jakup Krasniqi, has removed all the dilemmas on Monday and has made it clear that Kosovo is going toward early elections, but not this year. “What I can say is that the leaders of political parties are not ready for elections to take place this year, it means they are for early elections, but in six months time”, said Krasniqi. It has been indicated that the elections will be organized from January until March next year.

AAK and LDD: Elections according to the constitution (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the elections, according to AAK and LDD, should take place inside the borders of the Constitution, which is six months after the resignation of the former President Sejdiu, meaning sometime at the end of the month of March or the beginning of the month of April 2011. The member of AAK Presidency, Besnik Tahiri, said that in order for these elections to be well prepared and to fulfill all technical requests, “we think that at least six months are needed for a well prepared election process, which will be from March or April next year”. The Deputy Head of LDD, Naser Rugova, said that Kosovo is in a deep institutional crisis, and the way out is to hold early elections “at the end of the limit which foresees the Constitution of Kosovo”.

Cosmetic changes to election code (dailies)

Papers report that representatives of political parties recommended to the Central Elections Commission (CEC) minor changes to the elections code, although the changes were not voted on because there was no representative of the LDK in the CEC meeting. All parties did in principle agree to hold next elections based on the proportional system with open lists and the lists should, instead of ten as before, have five candidates.

EULEX begins arrests in the north (dailies)

Papers report that EULEX Police arrested a Serb in north Mitrovica on suspicion of having committed several criminal acts including murder. Koha Ditore says the detained person is one of the notorious Vulovic brothers from Leposavic who are believed to be involved in criminal activity. The paper also says this is the first EULEX operation in the north since the installment of the mission and quotes sources as saying that Serb members of the Kosovo Police in the north have not been cooperative in the EULEX actions.  

Institutional crisis result of disagreements on PTK and KEK (Bota Sot)

The paper writes that since the resignation of Fatmir Sejdiu from the post of Kosovo President many economic processes have begun to stall such as the privatization of Kosovo Post and Telecom (PTK) and Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEK). The paper also says LDK is conditioning its coalition partner PDK with the refusal to vote for the strategy for PTK privatization. As a result of this, the strategy was not debated at the Assembly and was removed from the agenda.
UNMIK draws back (Express)
Express reports that UNMIK has backtracked from the idea to build, in Suhodoll, houses for Roma families of the camps in the north. Citizens of Suhodoll expressed satisfaction that UNMIK has finally understood the reality and backtracked the previous idea, reports this daily. “Do not misunderstand us, it is not an issue of Roma, but we will not allow any kind of building here, because the place where UNMIK wanted to build houses for Roma people, is a property of Suhodoll dwellers, taken from them by force in the sixties,” said Shefki Imeri, representative of the people of this village. Express report that citizens of this village in the north, protested on Friday for hours against a decision to build Roma houses in this village. 

Kurti: The regime could try to prevent our participation in elections (Koha Ditore)

Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti, on Monday in Kaçanik, stated that this movement will be ready for early elections in Kosovo, but he did not reject the possibility that the actual authorities could make efforts to prevent the participation of Vetëvendosje in the parliamentary elections. “[It is] for sure that the ruling force will try to prevent our aim for political and social change in Kosovo, those who have put politics over the institutions, there is no doubt that they can use arbitrary force. We think that it won’t be easy for us, but at the same time we think that any obstacles cannot be insuperable or fatal for us,” said Kurti.

Students: “I did not bring Tadic to you, the Government did” (dailies)

A group of Pristina University students placed a banner saying “I did not bring Tadic to you, the Government did” in the Skënderbeu monument in front of the Kosovo Government building as a sign of protest for the Government’s decision to allow Serbian President Boris Tadic entrance to Kosovo on Sunday. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· Krasniqi: President should not even be party member

· “New” election code with minimal changes

· AAK and LDD: Elections only according to the Constitution

· Thaçi: Institutions function well even without Sejdiu

· EULEX starts arrests in the north 

Other headlines

· Sejdiu, doubtful over the Constitutional Court decision (3)

· Jovanovic: Recognition of Kosovo and NATO membership - Serbia’s path to EU (3)  

· Kurti: The regime may try to prevent our participation in elections (3)

· More than 20,000 property disputes await decision from PAK (4)

· Police opens doors to Col Mustafë Kllokoqi (5)

Zëri
Front page

· Thaçi and Sejdiu to set elections date

· The Government brought Tadic

· Talks with Belgrade after elections

· Sejdiu again doubts in the Court’s accuracy 

· EULEX begins arrests in the north

Other headlines

· Ferati briefs Brussels on the north of Kosovo (2)

· Recognition of Kosovo, condition for EU (2)

· Kosovo showing maturity (2)

· Krasniqi replies to Sejdiu (3)

· Cosmetic elections changes (4)

· AAK wants elections in spring (4)

· Withdrawal of Slovak troops begins (4)

· LDD in favour of elections (4)

· Border management, the coming year (5)

· Radioactive Kosovo (7)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· No elections this year

· Krasniqi: A president should resign from the party

· Kosovo’s CEFTA presidency reviewed 

· EULEX arrests Serb gangster in the north

· Editorial: When EULEX intervenes in the north 

Other headlines

· Hasty laws (2)

· Electoral reform impossible (3)

· Budget for 2011 not in danger (3)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo is showing maturity (4)

· LDD ready for elections (4)

· Jovanovic: Serbia to recognise Kosovo (4)

· Withdrawal of Slovak troops begins (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Krasniqi to Sejdiu: I am not like you

· Elections, yes

· LDK blocks the elections’ working group

Other headlines

· Slovakia starts withdrawal of troops from Kosovo (2)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo is showing institutional maturity (2)

· A delegation from Kosovo is visiting northern Ireland (2)

· Krasniqi congratulates German president (2)

· Jovanovic: Serbia in EU after recognition of Kosovo  (6)

· Awaiting CEC for the election date (7)

· Arrests in the north start (10)

Express

Front page

· New elections according to old regulations

· Now, the north

· Partners with everyone 

· Krasniqi: Political leaders do not want elections this year

Other headlines

· Loshi: Seven reasons for early elections (3)

· Pllana from PDK joins Vetëvendosje (4)

· Thaçi: Institutions are functioning well (5)

· UNMIK backtracks (7)

· Five candidates for Kosovo Police director (8)

Lajm
Front page

· Krasniqi: President, not even a member of the party
· The suspected Serb for smuggling and murder attempt arrested
Other headlines 
· Begins the withdrawal of Slovak troops from Kosovo (2)

· Proposals for cosmetic changes (3)

· LDD ready for early elections (3)

· They want to feel endangered (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The institutional crisis product of disagreements for privatization of PTK and KEK!? 

· Next elections with new or old law

· Krasniqi: I would withdraw from PDK if I would be elected President?

Other headlines

· Mustafa, internationals experimented with the north together with as  (2) 

· LDK hold their meeting “with closed doors” (4)

· Krasniqi: There are no elections during the year 2010 (4)
· LDD, early elections, the only way (7)
· Krasniqi: Kosovo- factor of peace in the region (7)

· Kosovo – ready for CEFTA (7)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Parties, money without control 
· It is only expected the date to be arranged
· LDK, elections in March 
Other headlines 
· Krasniqi meets Thaçi (2)

· The lack of law includes the north in the talks? (4)

· Disagreements in the EU about the topics of talks (4)

· As President I would not be even a party member (5)
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