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___________________________________________________________________________
· NATO requests an end to the deadlock (Koha)

· Attack on KFOR was organized (Koha) 

· Krasniqi reminds President and PM that political talks ended in 2007 
· Thaçi: continue technical dialogue (Express)

· Cooper does not give up, requests for the dialogue to continue (Express) 

· Rexhepi: We’ll tolerate roadblocks as long as EULEX tolerates them (dailies)

· Provisional phase for the north (Zëri)

· Hyseni: LDK doesn’t see political dialogue with Belgrade as dangerous (Epoka)

· Over half of Austrians against Kosovo’s integration in EU (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
NATO requests an end to the deadlock (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that on Tuesday NATO member states contributing soldiers to KFOR expressed that the situation in northern Kosovo is unsustainable, according to the papers sources in NATO.  Defense ministers and representatives of member states are meeting throughout the week in Brussels to discuss NATO activities around the world. 

The situation in the north of Kosovo was a main topic of discussions in the NATO Council, with non-member states of Alliance, but contributing states to the KFOR mission taking part. KFOR Commander General Erhard Drews and the Head of EULEX Xavier de Marnhac addressed the meeting through a video call from Pristina. Sources in NATO told Koha Ditore that one interlocutor said “the situation in north of Kosovo is very tense, it cannot be permitted to be become the status quo”. Many responded saying that only political discussions can resolve the situation. The KFOR commander told participants that KFOR physically can remove the barricades, but it fears inciting further tension. At the meeting, KFOR recent actions were defended. 
However, some NATO diplomats, interlocutors of Koha Ditore, said that if there were a clear political will, then KFOR could act more decisively and remove the barricades quickly. But many NATO states expressed support for a political solution and would like further political pressure to be put on Belgrade to encourage local Serbs in the north of Kosovo to take down the roadblocks. 
Attack on KFOR was organized (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX has started investigations into last week’s violence.  Preliminary research indicates that the attack on KFOR was planned and organized. Sources within this mission explained the details of the attack that left ten KFOR soldiers, nine Americans and a German injured. Nine of the soldiers were injured by bullets, while one of them was injured with his own weapon, during the action. According to these sources, there is sufficient basis to believe that the attack was organized by the group of the well-known businessman Zvonko Veselinovic. The same group opened all the alternative roads surrounding Jarinje, to connect with Serbia. The attack of happened as a response to KFOR’s attempt to close the illegal road constructed by local Serbs to bypass Jarinje. Immediately after the action, a major group of Serbs gathered at the crossing point. At about 13:00 hours, a truck headed towards KFOR soldiers, and it did not stop even after the warnings of the soldiers. Then the driver got out of the truck and tried to take the soldier’s weapon. But another soldier shot him. After this, several bombs and shootings came from all sides. “The fighting lasted for hours,” said this source. 
Krasniqi reminds President and PM that political talks ended in 2007 
Dailies report that Kosovo Assembly Chairman Jakup Krasniqi, announced his position against the political dialogue with Serbia, after the regular meeting of the Assembly Chairmanship. He reminded Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga and the Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi that Kosovo Assembly has endorsed the Resolution which determines the red lines on what can Serbia and Kosovo discuss. “We have a Constitution and then a resolution, that we approved on what can be discussed. Therefore that resolution has to be changed, and another approved in order to continue with political discussions,” said Krasniqi, adding that political discussions with Serbia ended several years ago. 

Thaçi: continue technical dialogue (Express)

Express reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has changed his statements about political dialogue with Serbia. He “corrected” his misinterpreted statements on Pristina’s readiness to enter into political talks with Belgrade.  He said that Pristina is ready to continue the technical dialogue, whereas a political dialogue is not on the agenda of Pristina, nor Brussels and Washington. “With Serbia there will continuously be relations as with other neighboring countries. Something like that (political dialogue) is not on the table of our capital, nor those of European countries, or the US, but the whole world supports the establishment of good neighborhood and any kind of joint agreement for reciprocity recognition”, said Thaçi in an interview for REL. “The dialogue will continue- the dialogue about technical issues”, said Thaçi.

Cooper does not give up, requests dialogue to continue (Express) 

Express reports that EU sources told foreign media that the European Union mediator for the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, Robert Cooper, will be visiting Belgrade on Friday and Pristina on Monday to try to convince both parties to continue with the dialogue.  He is quoted as saying that he is also ready to listen and participate in the discussions on the border crossings, and on the implementation of the agreement on Kosovo stamps. 

Rexhepi: We’ll tolerate roadblocks as long as EULEX tolerates them (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the EU rule-of-law mission (EULEX) remains silent while Serbs in northern Mitrovica are building concrete walls on the bridges over the River Ibër. The paper quotes Kosovo’s Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi as saying, “Kosovo institutions can tolerate them as much as KFOR, EULEX and the population there, which is being victimized by criminal gangs, can tolerate them. If they continue to be stubborn and cause problems for the food supply of citizens and for healthcare services, we will surely make a decision and react”. Unnamed sources told Koha Ditore that Serb criminal gangs have decided not to allow EULEX members or the Italian Carabinieri to cross over to the northern part of the city.
Provisional phase for the north (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the front page that the question is whether Kosovo institutions can extend sovereignty, establish the rule of law and implement the Ahtisaari Package in the north without a provisional international supervisory phase. Even the Ahtisaari Package foresees an additional role for international officials in the creation of the new municipality of North Mitrovica. Therefore, there could soon be proposals for such a provisional solution to be used in the other three northern municipalities inhabited mainly by Serbs. 

Blerim Shala, current AAK principal deputy leader and former coordinator of the Kosovo Negotiating Team, told the paper that the Kosovar side needs to prepare for the challenge of the north. Shala said he believes that the Ahtisaari Package remains the only solution, but thinks that meanwhile an international supervisory phase is required. 

Hyseni: LDK doesn’t see political dialogue with Belgrade as dangerous (Epoka)
Epoka e Re carries as the front-page story an interview with Skender Hyseni, member of the chairmanship of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), highlighting his quote that the LDK does not think a political dialogue with Belgrade is dangerous. “It is not dangerous to talk to anyone, anytime and anywhere as long as the Republic of Kosovo has a clear framework of principles for such talks and what will be the target or outcome of the talks. If the principles of the talks are clear, there is no danger from any kind of talks,” Hyseni was quoted as saying.
Over half of Austrians against Kosovo’s integration into the EU (dailies)
Several dailies report on a poll conducted by the Austrian Association for European Studies results.  It shows that over half of Austrians are against Kosovo’s membership in the European Union and they share a similar position on the European integration of all Western Balkans states, except for Croatia. The poll showed that 56 percent of Austrians were against Kosovo’s EU membership, and only 21 percent are in favor. In the case of Serbia, 51 percent are against and 25 percent are in favor. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· NATO wants to overcome stalemate position in the north

· Attack on KFOR was organized

· Krasniqi reminds President and Prime Minister that political talks ended in 2007

Other headlines

· Polish Ambassador: Relations with Kosovo, requirement for Serbia in EU (2)

· Over half of Austrians reject Kosovo’s EU membership (2)

· Germany promises further support for Kosovo (2)

· Rexhepi: We will tolerate roadblocks as much as EULEX tolerates them (3)

· Semi-presidential system to balance party and state interests (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Provisional phase for the north

· Çollaku: Escaping reality

· Krasniqi’s vision

· Procurement in the hands of ministers

· Kurti: Lack of conditions

Other headlines

· Serbia is invading northern Kosovo (2)

· Austrians against Serbia (2)

· Plus: Little work for visa liberalization (4)

· Minus: Media in Serbia not professional vis-à-vis Kosovo (4)

· Faster justice reforms for the EU (5)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· No political dialogue with Serbia

· Salihu’s murder, the last alarm 

· EC, a positive opinion on visas

· Trade with Bosnia and Herzegovina increases

Other headlines

· Some draft laws to be discussed on 6 and 7 October (2)

· Cooper to visit Pristina and Belgrade (3)

· Jasinovski: Kosovo a condition for Serbia’s integration in EU (4)

· Tahiri meets with Zbogan in Ljubljana (4)

· Parties will report their donators (4)

· Americans continue with the support of KSF capacities (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Thaçi: Political dialogue with Serbia is not on the table

· LDK does not consider the dialogue with Belgrade dangerous

· Krasniqi against the political dialogue with Belgrade

· Rexhepi: There is no date on the removal of the barricades

Other headlines

· Cooper does not give up, requests continuance of dialogue (2)

· Malstrom: Kosovo is prospering towards liberalization of visas (2)

· EU: Political dialogue is not in plan (2)

· NATO discusses Kosovo (2)

· Marnach to visit Tirana (2)

· Agree on CEC (3)

· Tahiri in an official visit to Slovenia (5)

Express

Front page

· Drenas and Podujeva support the imams 

· Serbia takes the market

· We will continue technically 
Other headlines

· Ibrahim Rexhepi: The possible budgetary turbulences (3)

· Poland: Kosovo condition for Serbia in EU (4)

· NATO discusses about Kosovo (5)

· He insists for the north (5)
· Drashkovic’s oluja (6)

· Without praises from Brussels (6)

· Medicus continues (7)

· Possibility for WTA (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Is there anyone to stop the murders in Kosovo?

· Started as teacher, came out as a killer!

· Is there trade with the north of Kosovo?

· Does Kosovo have a constructive or destructive opposition?

· North: Extremists are preventing movement of KFOR and EULEX 

Other headlines

· Dio Guardi: Serbia invading Kosovo (2)

· NATO ministers discuss about Kosovo (2)

· Poland: Relations with Kosovo precondition for Serbia entering the EU (2)

· Thaçi categorically  (3)
· Malstrom: Kosova has made progress for visa liberalisation (3)

· Krasniqi: Political talks have been finalized in Vienna (4)
· Over 50 percent of Austrians against the entering of Kosovo in the EU (7)

· Harsh discussion of Serb minister and the Austrian diplomat for Kosovo (7)

· Austria supports Kosovo’s European integration (11)
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