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· Progress report: Little progress, serious problems remain (Koha Ditore)

· LDK between splitting and empowerment (dailies)

· Thaçi assures Feith of fair elections (dailies)

· AAK and “Ibrahim Rugova list” together in elections? (Zëri)

· It depends on the format (Express)

· De Marnhac meets parallel structures, aims to expand authority in the north (Koha Ditore)

· Romania does not change its stance towards Kosovo, accepts that there is no going back (Koha Ditore)

· “Doing Business” survey ranks Kosovo at 119th place (Express)

· Günter Grass rejects expulsion of Roma (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Progress report: Little progress, serious problems remain (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Commission has found limited progress in many fields in Kosovo, while it remains concerned about problematic phenomena such as, organized crime, money laundering, corruption, politicizing of the judiciary and a lack of media freedom. All of this has been included in the report of this year, which, on Tuesday 9 November in Brussels, will be approved by the European Commission. 
Koha Ditore has managed to obtain a copy of the draft report, which, according to EU sources, is not expected to see changes by the time it is published. “The capacity of public administration remains weak. The rule of law remains a matter of serious concern”, says the progress report. The Commission, in the report, says that progress in the fight against corruption is very limited. “Corruption in Kosovo has spread and it remains a very serious problem”. The report mentions cases of investigations by EULEX in the Ministry of Transport and that the Kosovo police, in cooperation with EULEX, arrested the governor of the Central Bank of Kosovo. It says that the government cooperated in these investigations. Kosovo is also criticized for insufficient progress in the fight against drug trafficking, where with some results in starting investigations the number of confiscation cases and punishments remains very small. The Commission also expresses concern about the problem of money laundering in Kosovo. 
“The funding of political parties is not in full accordance with EU standards. The fields of main concern remain public procurement, the judiciary, and the system of law enforcement”, says the report. Maybe the biggest criticisms are in the field of freedom of media, reports the paper. Also the European Commission, as many other international organizations have in the past, concludes that there is a lack of freedom of expression in Kosovo.

LDK between splitting and empowerment (dailies)
Fatmir Sejdiu and Isa Mustafa have less than three days left to decide whether they wish to save the party from splitting up or empower Rugova’s legacy in the upcoming extraordinary elections in Kosovo, Koha Ditore writes. Sources from within the international community said that Sejdiu’s reelection as party leader would be the start of a process that would lead LDK to partition. At the same time, the sources warned that the chances for LDK’s revival if Isa Mustafa is chosen as its leader should also not be exaggerated.

However, senior LDK officials have ruled out the possibility of Sejdiu’s dropping out of the race despite pressure from ‘certain structures.’ They said Sejdiu is ready to negotiate everything except for the leader’s post. “Mustafa could be a candidate for Prime Minister or deputy leader of the party or anywhere else where he thinks he could contribute for the party,” the LDK sources said. 

Express on the front page reports that the new LDK leader could be a result of negotiations between senior party officials rather than the power of the vote at the party convention. However, the paper notes that there is no agreement yet on who will take the post. 

Thaçi assures Feith of fair elections (dailies)
Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi assured the International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith that there would be a fair, free and democratic elections process in Kosovo. Thaçi also said elections would be transparent and be monitored by international observers. 
According to a press release issued by Prime Minister’s Office following the Thaçi-Feith meeting, the head of the ICO hailed the commitment of Thaçi for preserving political and institutional stability in Kosovo. “New elections of 12 December will be another new test for democracy in Kosovo,” Feith is quoted to have said.  
AAK and “Ibrahim Rugova list” together in elections? (Zëri)

The paper reports that officials from the newly-established “LDK-Ibrahim Rugova” met officials from AAK and expressed the mutual willingness to cooperate so as to prevent Thaçi from getting another term in office. Astrit Haraqija said there was no concrete agreement in the meeting but they spoke about possible pre-election cooperation.  

It depends on the format (Express)
Express reports that despite the institutional crisis, the Kosovo Government has requested officially to be represented at the UN Security Council quarterly meeting that will discuss the situation in Kosovo. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vlora Çitaku announced on Thursday that a Kosovo representative will participate at the meeting, unless the Security Council decides to hold the meeting without the presence of Pristina and Belgrade officials. “Kosovo will be represented by all means, even though the format of the discussions at the session has not been determined yet. We will be represented if the session requests representation of interested parties,” said Çitaku. 

De Marnhac meets parallel structures, aims to expand authority in the north (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Xavier Bout de Marnhac met with Serb parallel structures in Mitrovica to send a message that the mission he leads, EULEX, together with Kosovo authorities and KFOR, with expand their authority at every edge of northern Kosovo, which is controlled by Serb illegal structures. The meetings have been confirmed by Serbs in the northern side of Mitrovica, but have not been confirmed or discussed by EULEX. Sources of the newspaper said that the head of EULEX, Xavier Bout de Marnhac, met on Thursday evening with one of the representatives of the Serb illegal structures, Radenko Nedeljkovic, the so called ‘head of the district’, to say to him that in the north customs and courts will be functionalized and rule of law will be established.

Romania does not change its stance towards Kosovo, accepts that there is no going back (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Romania will not change its stance on Kosovo because it considers this as an “issue of principle”, stated Teodor Bakonski, Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, in Bucharest. “The unilateral act cannot transform one territory into an independent state”, said Bakonski in a meeting with European journalists, reports Apkom news agency, partner of Associated Press news agency. The Romanian Foreign Minister also said that “things in Kosovo cannot be turned back, but Romania, with the aim of stability in the Western Balkans, hopes that Belgrade and Pristina will achieve to cooperate with the aim to normalize relations.

“Doing Business” survey ranks Kosovo at 119th place (Express)
The recent report of the World Bank “Doing Business 2010” has put Kosovo in the 119th place out of the total of 183 world countries. Kosovo finds itself six places down compared to the findings of last year, the paper notes. The report said that in order to open up and get a business running in Kosovo, one needs a full 58 days while if there are complaints, one needs to wait 40 days to get a reply from relevant institutions.  
Günter Grass rejects expulsion of Roma (dailies)

The winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, German writer Günter Grass, through a letter headed to the authorities in Berlin, has requested that Germany stop the expulsion of Roma’s to Kosovo. While Europe is looking towards France, in Germany a large scale expulsion action is happening, writes Grass under the title “scandal for Germany”. “All of Europe is watching France and is disgusted by the behavior towards the deported Roma to Romania and at the same time a large scale expulsion action from Germany to Kosovo is also happening”, writes Grass in a letter to the German Interior Minister, Thomas de Maiziere. “This is a scandal for Germany and a mortgage for European peace”, stated the 83 year old, who is co-founder of a foundation for Roma.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Progress report: Little progress, serious problems remain

· LDK between splitting and empowerment 

· Turkey identified as the first country to have recognised independence

· Kurti: Never in coalition with parties that brought damages to Kosovo

· De Marnhac meets parallel structures, aims to extend authority in the north

Other headlines

· “Enlargement strategy” criticizes Balkans for lack of media freedom (2)

· Romania doesn’t change view on Kosovo, admits there is no going back (3)

· Daci says he was framed in order to overthrow him (5)

· “Kosova e Re” left to the next government (8)

· Conditions for business in Kosovo, miserable (9)

· Bajrami: Our lives, technical issue (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Task-Force left in the mud

· Thaçi assures Feith for fair elections

· EC criticizes Kosovo

· Daci: Allegations have political background 

· War of nerves in LDK 

Other headlines

· Kosumi with 100 people behind (2)

· Topi: Kosovo has calmed down the Balkans (2)

· AAK-Ibrahim Rugova list together in elections? (3)

· Kosovo honours Erdogan (4)

· LDD ready for elections (4)

· Institutions without functions (5)

· Business environment deteriorates (7)

· Gras against expulsion of Roma (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· EC, slap to Kosovo over crime and freedom of expression

· Turkey, against change of borders in the Balkans 

· AAK in coalition with former PDK member’s party

· Kosovo, 119 for doing business

· KFOR: Ready for any situation anywhere

· Editorial: Ukë Rugova, Fatmir Sejdiu and Isa Mustafa

Other headlines

· Limitations for Prizren candidates (2)

· Mustafa toward LDK leadership (2)

· Decision on Daci case on Wednesday (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Erdogan against changes of the borders

· Hajzeraj – Beqaj: With LDK, even stronger

· Abazi: This is why I signed the motion

Other headlines

· Topi: The new state of Kosovo has contributed to the peace of the region (2)

· Bakonski: Things in Kosovo cannot turn back (2)

· Serbia should apologize for committed crimes in Kosovo (2)

· Feith: Elections, a new test for Kosovo (3)

· Deadline for certification, 11 November (3)

· AAK and BD together in elections (3)

· Sejdiu does not give ground from the competition for LDK president (3)

· Erdogan honored with “Doctor Honoris Causa” (5)

· LDD ready for extraordinary elections (8)

· Prosecution requests sentencing of Daci (8)

Express

Front page

· It depends from the format

· Pray together

· Daci spoke

· Negotiations for president 

Other headlines

· Kerquki: Mustafa’s challenge (2)

· CEC, ready for October (4)

· New names at LDD (5)

· New test for Kosovo (5)

· Pacolli: Kosovo’s image is not good (6)

· Alliance ally (6)

· Police secures the monastery (11)

Lajm
Front page

· Erdogan: The ideas for division of Kosovo, unacceptable

· The dead “voters” removed

Other headlines

· Pledge for democratic elections  (2) 

· Serbia to ask for forgiveness for the crimes in Kosovo (2)

· Topi requests more recognitions for Kosovo (2)

· CEC prepared for elections (3)

· Sejdiu does not withdraw (3)

· Kosovo police secures the Monastery of Budisalc (4)

· Daci: They accuse me wrongly (4)

· PDK guarantee of stability (7)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Isa Mustafa does not talk, Sejdiu says: wait until Sunday!

· Coalition LDK-PDK was not responsive and meaningful
Other headlines

· Topi: New state, Kosovo, has contribute to consolidation of peace in the region (2) 

· No to the change of border, but partnership for peace and security (3)

· Turkish Prime Minister honored with the title Doctor Honoris Cousa (4)

· Organizations of KLA against opening of the files of UDB collaborators (6)

· Grass rejects the expulsion of Roma’s in Kosovo (7)

· European Commission criticizes Kosovo for crime and freedom of speech (11)

· Daci: The trial against me UNMIK soap opera, act of coup de e’tat (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· No change of boarders 
· 12 December test for democracy
Other headlines 
· Guaranteed payment also for one year (2)
· Pressure to the Albanian media in the wallet (4)

· Fair elections promised (5)

· German Nobel Prize Winner against expulsion of Roma (5)
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