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· EU will support "purpose" of starting visa liberalization dialogue (Koha)

· No candidate status for Serbia, but encouragement for March 2012? (Koha)

· LDK: Border agreement is unclear (dailies)

· Serbs in the north dissapointed with agreement (dailies)

· Vetevendosje to initiate motion against Thaci (dailies)

· Trajkovic: Pressure lead to agreement (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
EU will support "purpose" of starting visa liberalization dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo will be discussed at the meeting on Balkans Enlargement of the European Union Council in Brussels on Monday. Last week the Council prepared draft conclusions about the enlargement and the stabilization-association process. The conclusions mentioned Kosovo, specifically in regards to the dialogue for visas and trade relations, but it did not specifically integration. 

No candidate status for Serbia, but encouragement for March 2012? (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the insistance of EU officials for an agreement to achieved between Kosovo and Serbia may have lead to the agreements on the crossings but it might not have been enough for Serbia to get candidate status, at least not this time. According to some EU diplomats from crucial countries, it looks like the agreement will not help Serbia this week, but in March 2012. Koha Ditore reports that Germany is expected to insist that Serbia not be given candidate status, which makes a decision in favour impossible. According to plan B, under construction now, Serbia will be given praises and encourgement to continue the dialogue with Pristina, in order to received candidate status at the Council summit in March 2012.

LDK: Border agreement is unclear (dailies)

All dailies report that the biggest opposition party in Kosovo, the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), has issued a statement calling on the Government of Kosovo to be more transparent about the talks with Serbia. "The Government, from the beginning of negotiations with Serbia, has helped the latter to advance toward the European Union, while damaging the interests of Kosovo all along. The LDK said from the start that these are Serbia's negotiations and that they are done for its interests. The agreements reached so far are marred by a complete lack of transparency and have violated Kosovo's statehood," read the statement.

Serbs in the north disappointed with agreement (dailies)

Several dailies report that northern Kosovo Serbs are disappointed with the agreement reached between Kosovo and Serbia on the integrated border managment. "Representatives of Pristina should not be allowed in the north of Kosovo", said Krstimir Pantic, head of parallel municipality of Mitrovica, transmitted on transmited REL. The Serbian Preident appealed to the Kosovo Serbs to accept the achieved agreement in Brussels, while the head of the Serbian negotiatig team, Borislav Stefanovic called on Serbs to remove barricades. He said that keeping the barricades can expose them to the attacks from KFOR. According to him, the achieved agreement on Friday between Pristina and Belgrade preserves the national interest of the Serbian state, Serbian constituion and Resolution 1244.

Vetevendosje to initiate motion against Thaci (dailies)

All dailies report that starting from Monday, the Vetevendosje Movement will start collecting signatures for a motion of trust against Prime Minister Hashim Thaci. Visar Ymeri, head of Vetevendosje's parliamentary group, told reporters on Sunday that the reason for initiating the motion is the latest agreement that the Government of Kosovo has reached with the Government of Serbia. 
Ymeri said they would initially meet with heads of parliamentary groups and individual MPs in order to secure the necessary signatures. "The reason why we are initiating the motion of trust against Prime Minister Thaci is the agreement on the integrated management of borders between Kosovo and Serbia reached in Brussels," he said.

Ymeri said the Vetevendosje Movement would also organize meetings with citizens, protests and demonstrations against the agreements.

Trajkovic: Pressure lead to the agreement (dailies)

Kosovo Assembly member and Serb political representative, Rada Trajkovic, is quoted as saying in several newspapers that the power and unity of Serbs in northern Kosovo will start crumbling if Belgrade wants this to happen, and in fact it has already started. 

Trajkovic said pressure on authorities in Belgrade was successful and added that it was meaningless to shift responsibility to the mayors of parallel municipalities in the north, "because they had very limited power to keep the barricades". "I think it is good that the circus in northern Kosovo has come to an end," she added.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· EU to support “goal” of starting visa liberalization dialogue

· Northern Serbs disappointed with the agreement

· No candidate status for Serbia, encouragement for March 2012?

· Subventions lost millions of Euros

· Privatization of KEK distribution will not fail like PTK privatization

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosje with motion and protests to oust the government (3)

· LDK calls on Government to be more transparent about agreements (3)

· FOL: Anti-Corruption Agency has not performed its duties (4)

· Trajkovic: End of the circus in the north (6)

Zëri

Front page

· The north rejects the agreement

· Cliff: Crime “unites” the north and south

· Cufaj: The Republic of cosmetic Kosovo

· Nitaj: The north blows

Other headlines

· FOL: Growing corruption (2)

· Tadic calls for implementation of the agreement (2)

· U.S. hails the agreement (2)

· Vetëvendosje: The Government of Kosovo has become Serbia’s servant (8) 
Express
Front page

· In the mercy of EU

· How much land do we have?

· Ministers of irregularities

· Problems from Serbia

Other headlines

· Shkëlzen Maliqi: Compromise (2)

· Blerim Shala: Integrated management of barricades (3)

· Hoxhaj in Japan (4)

· Pantic: We will not remove barricades (5)

· You have helped Serbia (6)

· To dismiss the Government (6)

· EU decides about Serbia (6)

· Ministry of Justice (8)

· With talk against corruption (9)

· Preferences to be returned (10) 

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Harsh debate expected at the Assembly on the agreement on the border

· Motion after IBM

· Minerals keen the north hostage

Other headlines

· Stefanovic: EULEX, executive role (2)

· Tadic: Kosovo customs officers will be monitors (3)

· Barricades brought the agreement (3)

· Berisha: Kosovo’s independence, the brightest page of history (4)

· Hoxhaj in Japan, deepening relations (4)

· Trajkovic: Pressure worked on the agreement (4)

· Procurement, the most affected by corruptive affairs (4)

· 74 locations of massacres (8)

· Dacic accuses Thaçi regarding the problems in the north (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Salustro’s crimes

· Qosja: Violators of Academy

· Krasniqi: Germany, Kosovo’s supporter

· Opposition against the agreement

Other headlines

· Prince Leka: I will pursue the road of the King (2)

· Tadic: It was achieved what it was possible (3)

· Serbs of the north, disappointed with the agreement (3)

· Police as closer to the population as possible (7)

· Power plant could regenerate Kosovo’s economy (9)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Minsters sleep “comfortable” until New Year 

· Vetëvendosje. Mistrust motion towards Prime Minister Thaçi

· Negotiations of Government, help for Serbia

Other headlines

· Pacolli: The issue of north of Kosovo does not solve with violence (2)
· Berisha: Bright page of the history, independence of Kosovo (2)

· Northern Serbs disappointed with agreement (4)
· Fol: Fight against corruption remains only on paper (9)

· Exports in the region (10)

· Tadic: Kosovo Serbs to implement the agreement about the borders (11)
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