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· CoE report: Witnesses being killed in Kosovo (dailies)

· ICO and Government say they still think about the Strategy (Koha Ditore) 

· Nine polling stations expected to be annulled after recount (Koha Ditore)

· Martonyi: Marty does not impede the dialogue (dailies) 

· Zannier admits violation against TV Mitrovica (dailies)

· Over 25,000 signatures gathered in Kosovo only (Epoka e Re) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

CoE report: Witnesses being killed in Kosovo (dailies)

Apart from the report issued by Dick Marty, the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly is also expected to discuss in its session another report on the witness protection in the Balkans drafted by assembly member from Monaco, Jean-Charles Gardetto. The report identifies Kosovo as a ‘black point’ in the aspect of witness protection and concludes that witnesses who take the courage to testify about war crimes committed in Kosovo are killed. Gardetto also notes that Kosovo has no adequate witness protection programme and although witnesses in sensitive cases testify anonymously, they still continue to physically remain in Kosovo and face danger of their identities being revealed.

“Witnesses are seen as traitors by the community where they testify. This discourages witnesses to come forth with their testimonies. Furthermore, many people don’t believe they have a moral and legal duty to testify over criminal issues,” CoE rapporteur wrote in his report.  

ICO and Government say they still think about the Strategy (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the plan drafted by the International Civilian Office in consultation with Kosovo Government and Quint states, which aimed integration of the north and installing of Kosovo authority and institutions in that part of the country, has failed to bring any results. Even a year after its publication, the Strategy for the north has not managed to be implemented. The Government has assigned a coordinator for implementation of the strategy, however it failed to establish the working groups that would deal with implementation of the strategy, the special budget that would allow implementation of the Strategy has not been allocated and UNMIK office in the north, UAM, has not been closed. 
However, the International Civilian Office and Kosovo Government claim that their actions are based on that Strategy and reiterate that they will not give up. “ICO in partnership with Kosovo Government and local community, continues to offer better services for the citizens,” said ICO Spokesperson Andy McGuffie, who added that the work with the preparation team on the northern municipality, is one of the implemented components. Government Spokesperson Memli Krasniqi also said that the strategy has not been forgotten by the executive. “The Strategy for the north is valid for Kosovo Government, its components and other factors,” said Krasniqi. 

Nine polling stations expected to be annulled after recount (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that many irregularities confirmed during the recount of 40 percent of the ballots are expected to result in the annulment of the voting in nine polling stations in different municipalities of Kosovo. Sources from the counting and results centre told the paper that the irregularities confirmed during the manual recount of votes will be included in a report that will be submitted to the CEC. Head of CEC Valdete Daka said they will come out with a decision once they review the report from the counting and results centre.

Martonyi: Marty does not impede the dialogue (dailies) 

Dailies report that Hungary’s Foreign Minister Janos Martonyi expects that the court will investigate claims in Dick Marty’s report before the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe but that he does not consider that this could affect the start of the announced dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade. “These are two issues that are not related to each other. Claims in Dick Marty’s report are mainly an issue of the courts,” said Martonyi, in an interview for Vecernje Novosti. According to him, the dialogue should start as soon as possible, in order to overcome the distinctions between Pristina and Belgrade. 

Zannier admits violation against TV Mitrovica (dailies)

Referring to a decision by the United Nations Human Rights Advisory Panel, UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier has sent a letter to the director of the local TV Mitrovica Nexhmedin Spahiu informing him that UNMIK was unjust toward the TV station when the equipment and the license of the channel were taken by the head of the Independent Media Commission Naile Selimaj-Krasniqi on the eve of New Year 2008. Zannier says in the letter that on the occasion, article 17, Paragraph 2 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights was breached, namely Article 1, Protocol 1 of the European Convention of Human Rights. UNMIK said transfer of competencies from the Independent Media Commission council to the commission’s chief executive was an illegal act and as a result so was the action of Selimaj-Krasniqi against TV Mitrovica. Epoka e Re carries a facsimile of the letter. 

Over 25,000 signatures gathered in Kosovo only (Epoka e Re) 

The petition organized by the KLA war associations against Dick Marty’s report which started yesterday, according to the paper managed to gather over 25,000 signatures of citizens in Kosovo only without including number of signatures in other places with Albanian community. “We are very convinced that by the time of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly, we will secure over 200,000 signatures in all places where Albanian is spoken,” said head of the KLA associations Muharrem Xhemajli.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· ICO and Government say they are still thinking about the Strategy

· CoE report: Witnesses being killed in Kosovo 

· Consensual president as factor of institutional stability

· Gani Krasniqi distances himself from the killing in Banjë

· Thaçi calls for massive turnout in elections

Other headlines

· Nine polling stations expected to be annulled (3)

· Prosecution says 133 cases against commissioners will be treated with priority (3)

· Jeremic: Serbia will never recognise independence of Kosovo (3)

· Ivanovic: Pristina, centre of organised crime (3)

· Hand grenade thrown at the car dealership in Vushtrri (4)

· LDD blames Naser Rugova for party abandoning (6)

· Termokos and municipality without formula for resuming heating (12)

Zëri
Front page

· PDK hopes for another four years

· KEK’s calculations: Buy expensive, sell cheap

· LDD toward end 

· Krasniqi: I have no hand in the killing

· CoE: Kosovo, a place where witnesses are killed

Other headlines

· Ivanovic: Pristina, centre of organised crime (2)

· How to repair Kosovo’s image (2)

· EU and Kosovo (2)

· Dialogue despite Martys’ report (4)

· Observers of revote not accredited (4)

· New strategy for new government (6)

· EULEX, rebuts Serb media reports (8)

· Zannier admits violation against TV Mitrovica (8)

· Thaçi reiterates: In 15 months, Kosovars without visas (9)

· AAK begins campaign, calls the revote unjust (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Still without coalition

· Albania with amendments regarding Marty’s resolution

· Recount results not made public 

· Editorial: Monopoly threatens Kosovo economy 

Other headlines

· Institutional stalemate (2)

· Cases in prosecution, Pristina leads (2)

· EULEX rebuts Serb media (4)

· KSF and KFOR on a joint inspection (4)

· CoE, another critical report on Kosovo (4)

· Kosovo to improve its image (4)

· Kosovo, second priority for Serbia (5)

· No deadline for the courts in the north (5)

· EC does not give Serbia funds for census in Kosovo (7) 

Express
Front page

· Runoff without FAIR

· EULEX, endless plans for the north

· Dardan chaos

· Delay the report

Other headlines

· Bilici: Who fears Turkey? (2)

· Improvement of Kosovo’s image, a challenge (4)

· Marty does not impede the dialogue (5)

· Both EU and Kosovo (6)

· Zannier admits violation  (7)

· Anti-Marti mobilization (8)

Bota Sot

Front page

· EULEX ‘Surrenders in front of the Serbian media, there is no task force for the north

· Appeal for Parliamentary Assembly: Do not approve Dick Marty’s slanders

· Dardans return to their old home, LDK 

Other headlines

· PDK believes that it will create a stabile coalition (2)

· CEC does not accredit monitors of the runoff (2)

· Ministry of Economy and Finance not ready for membership in EBRD  (3)

· Mazrekaj: Pacolli as a chance (5)

· Constitutional Court, against exaggerated privileges for deputies (6)

· Zannier admits violation on TV Mitrovica case (7)

· Serbia plans census also in Kosovo (7)

· Mustafaj: Improvement of the harmed image, one of the main challenges for Kosovo (7)

· 133 cases of irregularities during 12 December elections (9)

Infopress
Front page

· Vote abusers before justice

· Visa strategy still nowhere

· Another ‘black’ report on Kosovo 

· Results after 9 January

Other headlines

· CEC doesn’t accredit observers (2)

· Serbia, population census in Kosovo too (2)

· Marty’s report will not affect talks (3)

· Kosovo, key priority (4)

· Talks depend on election conclusion (4)

· Return to the north, not known when (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights 
5 January
· Tadic: There is no better alternative for Serbia than EU (Tanjug)

· Jeremic: Priorities - EU membership and defense of constitution (Tanjug)
· Vukcevic: No state would defend organ trafficking (TV B92)

· Patriarch: International community knew of organ trafficking (B92/Tanjug/Beta)

· Qatar recognizes Kosovo (Blic/Danas)

Tadic: There is no better alternative for Serbia than EU (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic stated on Wednesday that there is no better alternative for Serbia than joining the EU, adding that the country’s EU membership would help overcome many historical misunderstandings in the Western Balkans. Addressing the participants of the ambassadors’ conference held in Belgrade, Tadic said that the EU integration is Serbia’s most important political goal for 2011 and the years to come. “Serbia’s priority goal is to obtain the EU candidate status, but at this point we cannot say if the date for the beginning of negotiations on EU accession will be determined this year or next,” Tadic stressed. He pointed out that Serbia’s second most important goal is the defense of national interests in Kosovo and Metohija.

Jeremic: Priorities - EU membership and defense of constitution (Tanjug)
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated on Wednesday that Serbia’s foreign policy priorities in 2011 will remain the same, and those are progress towards the EU membership and a peaceful defense of the country’s constitutional order. Opening the ambassadors’ conference in Belgrade, Jeremic said that Europe is Serbia’s strategic priority, adding that the country’s aim for 2011 is to receive EU candidate status and that the date for beginning of EU accession negotiations be determined. The Minister pointed out that the Serbian diplomacy will try to prevent new recognitions of Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence and the possibility that Pristina authorities be accepted in international organizations which comprise sovereign states. Jeremic also mentioned the report of the CoE Rapporteur Dick Marty on human organ trafficking, in which Kosovo Premier Hashim Thaqi is qualified as the boss of a criminal group that engaged in such activities. Serbian President Boris Tadic will also address the conference of Serbian ambassadors from around the world, which is organized in Belgrade for the third time. The special guest at the conference is Slovakian Foreign Minister Mikulas Dzurinda.

Vukcevic: No state would defend organ trafficking (TV B92)

Serbian War Crimes Prosecutor Vladimir Vukcevic stated that he was convinced that politics interferes with war crime proceedings. He told TV B92 that “there was no policy or state that would stand behind a man who took part in something like human organ trafficking.” The prosecutor expressed fear that there was “political pressure that could jeopardize the Kosovo organ trafficking case.” Vukcevic has assessed the report of the CoE Rapporteur Dick Marty as the most significant event of 2010, because it confirms the previous claims from the Serbian Prosecution about that crime. “I would single out the report of Dick Marty, because it validates three years of work, we are still working on it (the organ trafficking case), but this report gives us satisfaction that we were right when we said these things happened. In the early days, when we made it public, many people thought it was completely morbid and impossible,” said Vukcevic. 
Asked whether the Serbian Prosecution is capable of dealing with the case of Kosovo Premier Hashim Thaqi, Vukcevic has responded that there is no such case that this prosecution and court are unable of processing in line with highest standards. He has added that the Prosecution will wait for 25 January, when a CoE resolution will be passed in view of Marty’s report, and assessed that for further process they need regional cooperation, i.e. between the Serbian Prosecution, EULEX and maybe the Albanian Prosecution.

Patriarch: International community knew of organ trafficking (B92/Tanjug/Beta)
Serbian Patriarch Irinej stated on Wednesday that the dreadful crime of trafficking in organs harvested from missing Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija took place with silent collaboration of representatives of the international community. “The most dreadful example is, unfortunately, the attitude of the powers towards the rights to life, freedom and future of Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija,” Patriarch Irinej stated. According to him, “in addition, the dreadful crime of trafficking in organs harvested from innocent Serbs, who were victims to hatred and terror, was met with indifference, and in many cases even silent collaboration of representatives of the international community.” He underlined in the Serbian Patriarchate that “the international community was well aware of what was happening in the field,” adding that truth and God’s justice always wins over.

 

Qatar recognizes Kosovo (Blic/Danas)

Qatar has recognized Kosovo’s independence, Pristina media reports. The Kosovo embassy in New York was officially notified of the decision, outgoing Kosovo Foreign Minister Vlora Citaku said. The unilaterally declared independence of Kosovo has so far been recognized by 73 states, eight of them last year, the last being Tuvalu in November.
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