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· Bukoshi: LDK wants a leader that gets it out of crisis (Koha Ditore) 

· Cathedral inaugurated – Islamic Community of Kosovo requests a mosque opposite cathedral (Dailies)

· Sparkes: We will protect the integrity of an independent Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Last attempt (Express)
· Independence cannot be questioned (Express)

· Ahmeti: Macedonia’s vote should be against Serbia’s resolution (Koha Ditore) 

· CEFTA presiding in danger (Zëri) 

· Jackson: “Blair, not accurate about Kosovo” (Koha Ditore)

· Police arrest Lirim Jakupi – one of seven fugitives from Dubrava prison (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs refuses Pacolli (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Bukoshi: LDK wants a leader that gets it out of crisis (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore carries an interview with Bujar Bukoshi who has recently made a claimed to take the position of the leader of the Democratic League of Kosovo. “Without LDK, there is no Kosovo,” said Bukoshi and added that he entered the competition in order to reinstate and strengthen LDK back to the position that it used to have in the past, that of “the greatest party in Kosovo”. He said that the party is in its current position because of weak leadership. Bukoshi said that a breach of the coalition with the Democratic Party of Kosovo or destabilization of the government is not on his agenda; however, he intends to correct the relations within the governing coalition. 

Cathedral inaugurated – Islamic Community of Kosovo requests a mosque opposite cathedral (Dailies)

In the absence of the highest state leaders Fatmir Sejdiu and Hashim Thaçi, who are currently located in USA and Qatar, respectively, the Head of the Kosovo Assembly Jakup Krasniqi was the highest state official at the improvised podium at the opening of the building of Mother Theresa Cathedral in Pristina. In his speech, Krasniqi said that Mother Theresa was a symbol of the humanity and the religious tolerance which characterizes the Albanian nation. 
Meanwhile, Kosovo Mufti Naim Tërnava requested a mosque facing the Mother Theresa Cathedral. The head of Islamic Community of Kosovo made this request during his speech at the Cathedral’s inauguration event yesterday. In a separate box in Koha Ditore under headline Blerim Shala and Nexhat Daci reconcile in the cathedral, it is reported that even at the start of the inauguration of the Mother Theresa Cathedral it has achieved a reconciling effect between the people. Blerim Shala and Nexhat Daci are reported to have become friends on Sunday in the cathedral. The Deputy Head of AAK and the head of LDD talked and laughed together as they did not have any disagreements, unlike before the independence of Kosovo in the time of the existence of the Unity Team.
Sparkes: We will protect the integrity of an independent Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that there exists a certain limit on how far compromise can be talked about because our strong position that Kosovo is independent and sovereign, stated the Ambassador of Great Britain in Pristina, Andy Sparkes to Fonet, some time before he was elected as Deputy Head of EULEX. At the same time he thinks that the Kosovo-Serbia talks are “possible” and “desirable”. Sparkes reminded that more than 80 per cent of EU members have recognized independence of Kosovo. Sparkes suggests that it [talks] should be focused on certain topics: “in the first place trade, because relations at the moment have not been solved, because of the existence of the UNMIK stamp”, said Sparkes. Asked about the possibility of compromise Sparkes answered, “there exists certain limits on how far compromise can be talked about… Our strong position is that Kosovo is independent and sovereign. In this sense we will protect the territorial integrity of Kosovo”, said Sparkes.  

Last attempt (Express)
Express writes that Boris Tadic has only one more chance for compromise with the European Union on the resolution for Kosovo: Tomorrow’s meeting with Baroness Catherine Ashton in Brussels. EU Ambassadors have drafted a text, and will today decide if it is going to be called a “draft resolution”. Ashton will present this document to Tadic as the unique position of the European Union. Express sources say that Foreign Ministers of Germany and Britain did not manage to convince Belgrade to give up its draft resolution and to open a path for drafting a new joint resolution with the European Union. No one is sure if the meeting between Ashton and Tadic will produce a compromise.
Independence cannot be questioned (Express)

The Austrian Foreign Minister, Michael Spindelegger, has called for compromise between Serbia and the EU about the Serb resolution on Kosovo at the UN General Assembly. He emphasized that it will be damaging for the path of Serbia towards the EU, if the resolution comes as an independent resolution. “We understand that Serbia will not recognize Kosovo tomorrow, but we cannot accept that once more that Kosovo independence is questioned”, emphasized Spindelegger.

Ahmeti: Macedonia’s vote should be against Serbia’s resolution (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the leader of the Democratic Union for Integration (BDI) Ali Ahmeti has replied to the Euro-scepticism of Macedonia’s Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski, saying that Macedonia should continue on the road of integration in the EU and NATO. Ahmeti said at a briefing for journalists at Stone Bridge Hotel, that there is no dilemma that Macedonia should vote against the Serbian resolution submitted at the UN General Assembly. “With the recognition of Kosovo and establishment of diplomatic relation between the two countries, this issue is obvious,” he said. 

CEFTA presiding in danger (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that representatives of the business community have displayed alarm that Kosovo is in danger of losing its position to preside over the Central Europe Free Trade Agreement (CEFTA) in January 2011, because Serbia would not do the normal transfer of responsibilities. “Perhaps this issue has been left for eventual technical discussions between Pristina and Belgrade, expected to take place within this year,” said Berat Rukiqi, general secretary of Kosovo’s Economic Chamber, who explained that if Serbia refuses Kosovo’s presiding, then the next state will take it over, while Kosovo should wait until another country hands over its responsibilities to Kosovo. Kosovo’s Minister of Trade and Industry Lutfi Zharku has denied this possibility, but not the problems that it is facing during Serbia’s and Bosnia’s presiding. “The losing of the presiding is not possible,” said Zharku adding that such comments can only come from people who have never read the agreement. 

Jackson: “Blair, not accurate about Kosovo” (Koha Ditore)

After a range of criticism that it had broken royal protocol, the book A Journey – My Political Life former British Prime Minister Tony Blair has been criticized by General Sir Michael Jackson, the man who led the British troops in Kosovo. In an interview for newspaper “The People” the former General says that the published facts in the book from Blair about Kosovo are not accurate. Blair, in the chapter for Kosovo, writes that he was the person who prevented a third world war, while calling on General Jackson to not obey the orders of the American General to attack the Russians. Sir Jackson told to the newspaper that he was not called directly by Tony Blair, but by an official of the Ministry of Defense. 

Police arrest Lirim Jakupi – one of seven fugitives from Dubrava prison (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Jakupi was convicted by a Kosovar justice for hijacking, but he escaped in August 2007 from Dubrava prison. Meanwhile, he was also accused in Macedonia in the case of Brodec. From the seven persons who escaped from Dubrava in 2007, four have been arrested again, two have been killed in Macedonia and one is still wanted by the police. According to a press communiqué 31 year old Jakupi has been located in a Pristina square and has been arrested. During the bust, which was done on Sunday in Pristina, Jakupi has been arrested. Kosovo police claim that they confiscated two hand grenades and one automatic weapon.

Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs refuses Pacolli (Express)

Express reports that the Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs has refused the request of the Republic of Maldives that Behgjet Pacolli be an honorary Consul of this state in Pristina. The leader of AKR says that this post would not be better or worse for his life, but he wonders about the obstacle from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Neither nor

· Bukoshi: LDK wants a leader that gets it out of crisis

· Lirim Jakupi, one of the escapees from Dubrava prison, arrested

· Sparkes: We will defend the integrity of independent Kosovo

· The number of the official vehicles at Presidency, Prime Minister’s office and Ministries, is unknown
Other headlines

· Cathedral inaugurated, BIK want a mosque vis-a-vis (3)

· Jackson: Blair, not precise on Kosovo (3)

· Kosovo’s book of remembrance (6)

· Ahmeti: Macedonia’s vote should be against Serbian resolution (7)

Zëri

Front page

· PDK and LDK clash over Prizren University

· Sparkes: We will defend Kosovo’s integrity

· Lirim Jakupi arrested

· Training of the “spies” starts

Other headlines

· Cufaj: Letter to Bujar Bukoshi (2)

· Spindelegger: Independence cannot be risked (2)

· Optimistic regarding the progress report (2)

· Meta: After Honduras, a new wave of recognitions (3)

· Pristina – Belgrade discussions within this year (3)

· Ali Sadriu’s return becomes problematic (4)

· Tadic encouraged for coordination with EU (4)

· Implementation of the fund for the north, starts (5)

· TRA steps back (6)

· CEFTA presiding in danger (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Hasani: They are humiliating us with salaries

· Give up the resolution 

· Illegal operators challenge TRA, 100 million euros loss

Other headlines

· President “slaps” the Assembly, CB law against Constitution (2)

· Courts warn for collapse of the system (5)

· Consequences from extinction of businesses (6)

· Cathedral at Pristina centre, inaugurates (8)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Qatar’s turn 

· Difficult for LDK

· Prayer for the great Mother

· Request a mosque vis-a-vis cathedral  

Other headlines

· Serbian draft resolution to be debated on Thursday? (2)

· Ahmeti: Macedonia’s vote, against Serbia’s resolution (2)

· Dacic: Kosovo’s issue to be resolved through dialogue (2)

· Serbia might open secret files (2)

· Sparkes: Serbs should accept it, Kosovo is independent (5)

· Independence cannot be questioned (5)

· Jackson opposes Blair on Kosovo (6)

· Spindelegger: Independence cannot be questioned (6)

· New corridor for Kosovo’s economic development (9)

Express
Front page

· Last attempt 

· Lirim Jakupi arrested

· MFA refuses Pacolli

Other headlines

· Shkëlzen Maliqi: Red lines (2)

· Blerim Shala: The public interest and the private state (3)

· Optimistic about progress report (4)

· In the protection of integrity (5)

· Independence cannot be questioned (5)

· To the King in Qatar (6)

· Dacic: Kosovo issue to be solved with dialogue (6)

· The century stamp (7)

· They continue with fakes (8)

· Jackson corrects Blair (9)

· Started the investments in the north (10)

Lajm
Front page

· Sparkes: We will protect the integrity of independent Kosovo

· Pristina cathedral: Temple of peace

· Jackson: Blair inaccurate about Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Qatar will recognize Kosovo before the UN General Assembly session (2)

· Spindelegger: Kosovo independence cannot be questioned (2)

· Ahmeti: The vote of Macedonia against Serb resolution (2)

· The Old judiciary
· Opposition of Serbia accepts the loss of Kosovo (3)

· Arrested Lirim Jakupi – “Nazi” (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· New compromises – new capitulation of Kosovo

· Kuçi: Serb draft resolution will not be approved

· EULEX returned persecutors and judges who worked for Serbia

Other headlines

· Deda: Talks Kosovo – Serbia this year (4) 

· Sparkes: We will protect the integrity of independence of Kosovo (4)

· Every investment in the north is investment in Kosovo (5)

· They protect money laundry (6)

· Arrested the suspected – Lirim Jakupi – wanted person from Kosovo police (7)
InfoPress 
Front page

· Optimistic about the progress report
Other headlines 
· Belgrade in rejection with the European path (2)

· Holy mass (3)

· Limited compromise (3)

· Serbia must obey to the EU (4)

· The implementation of the fund for the north starts (4)
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