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· Serbs in north exacerbated, threaten with barricades (Koha Ditore)

· Bandic: Serbia should accept the Republic of Kosovo is a reality  (Koha Ditore) 

· Hoxhaj meets apostolic delegate Janusz, recognition from Vatican expected (dailies) 

· Posselt: Serbia should be conditioned (Epoka e Re) 

· Rexhepi: No withdrawal (Epoka e Re) 

· Ban Ki-moon supports independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Prosecution does see the attack with tomatoes as criminal (Koha Ditore)

· Action in the north opens the path for decentralization (dailies)

· Kusari-Lila: We will not remove embargo (dailies)

· Boris Tadic accepts independence of Kosovo (Express, Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Serbs in north exacerbated, threaten with barricades (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports Serbs in the north of Kosovo are angry after Serbia began to implement the conditions of the agreement reached on custom stamps in Brussels between Pristina and Belgrade on Monday. Since Monday morning all rural roads leading from Serbia to Kosovo are blocked to the Serb gendarmerie. According to sources within the parallel structures in the north, Serbs there are shocked and appalled with Belgrade’s actions. “This is treason, what Serbia is doing us, they have put up a fight up to now and now they want to withdraw”, said the source under anonymity. Serbs of the north of Kosovo, specifically parallel structures, in an extraordinary meeting in Zvecan, requested an official response from the Government of Serbia for what they label as “treason.” On Monday Serb media reported the closure of all rural roads to Kosovo, but now there has only been threats made for new barricades by some Serb leaders after the meeting in Zvecan.

Bandic: Serbia should accept the Republic of Kosovo is a reality  (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the mayor of Croatia’s capital Milan Bandic is in Kosovo to participate in the second international conference for local self-government. In an interview for this daily, Bandic spoke about his experiences leading Zagreb, his forth mandate, Pristina, regional cooperation, and the north of Kosovo. ”My suggestion for everyone is to acknowledge that just like during the existence of Yugoslavia for more than 40 years the slogan of brotherhood and unity was real, now with the sovereignty and independence of Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Montenegro, Macedonia, Serbia and finally Kosovo, this is real. When our Serbian friends accept this, it will be easier,” said Bandic. 

Hoxhaj meets apostolic delegate Janusz, recognition from Vatican expected (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Minister of Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj, met on Monday with Vatican apostolic delegate for the Republic of Kosovo, Juliusz Janusz. Minister Hoxhaj expressed appreciation for the continuous support of the Vatican for Kosovo and its citizens. He also expressed the devotion of Kosovo institutions and Kosovo citizens for multilateral relations with the Holly See. Janusz expressed the Vatican’s support for Kosovo citizens and institutions. He also valued the progress achieved in Kosovo and assured Vatican support for further development of democratic processes in Kosovo. As far as the recognition of Kosovo by the Holly See, Janusz said that he will return to Kosovo very soon with good news. 

Posselt: Serbia should be conditioned (Epoka e Re) 

Deputy of the European Parliament and Reporteur for Kosovo Bernd Posselt said for Epoka e Re that there will be no start of negotiations with Serbia without clarifying its position on Kosovo. He also stated that a contractual agreement between the EU and Kosovo on trade relations and other issues, among them visa liberalization, should be reached soon. “A lot has to be done for the five EU states that have not recognized Kosovo, to do so, because this is a major obstacle for the work of EULEX,” said Posselt. 

Rexhepi: No withdrawal (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Kosovo Minister of Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi, during the inauguration of the new police station in Mumusha municipality, categorically objected to any withdrawal of the Prime Minister and Government from Mitrovica. He said that when customs are concerned there are legal procedures to follow.  He added that reciprocity cannot become functional over night. 

Ban Ki-moon supports independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon supports the goal of the independence of Kosovo. In one morning eye to eye with former US Ambassador to the UN, Zalmay Khalilzad, the Head of the UN said that he is in favor of achieving the aim of Kosovo as a state. According to a diplomatic cable from American Ambassador Khalilzad after the meeting, reported by Wikileaks, Ki-Moon was in support of the idea of Kosovo however added that he hoped that this aim would not create a confrontation with Russia. The meeting was held a few days before the end of the added deadline of talks facilitated from troika EU-USA-Russia.

Prosecution does see the attack with tomatoes as criminal (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Municipality Prosecution of Pristina did not consider the actions of Vetëvendosje activists against Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri as criminal. A municipal prosecutor withdrew the charges against 32 Vetëvendojse activists arrested at Pristina Airport, 30 were released by police after 48 hours. This was confirmed by the Vetëvendosje movement through a press release.

Action in the north opens the path for decentralization (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the action of the Kosovo police in the north opened the way to decentralization in Mitrovica. This is according to the monitor of Kosovo’s independence, Peter Feith, in a conference on local governance held on Monday in Pristina. “The creation of a new municipality in north Mitrovica is a possibility that must not be lost. The action of the Kosovo Government on 25 July has shown and has proved that Kosovo institutions can control and manage all of the territory. Now the Government should start practical and concrete steps for decentralization”, said the Head of ICO in Kosovo, Peter Feith.

Kusari-Lila: We will not remove embargo (dailies)

Kosova Sot reports that Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila stated that the achieved agreement with Belgrade for customs stamps does not mean the immediate removal of reciprocity measures. “The decision on changes to reciprocity measures will be taken after the fulfillment of all of the conditions. Of course in principle the acceptance of stamps in the form as they were three years ago has been accepted, despite their rejection back then”, said Kusari-Lila.

Boris Tadic accepts independence of Kosovo (Express, Kosova Sot)

Express reports that Serbian president Boris Tadic has accepted the reality of Kosovo since 2006. According to diplomatic notes sent to Washington from the former American Ambassador to Belgrade Michael Polt, revealed by Wikileaks, Tadic privately accepts the reality of independence of Kosovo and that he is focused on what will happen after the final solution of Kosovo status.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Serbs from north aggravated, threaten with barricades

· Bandic: Serbia should accept that Kosovo is a reality

· Prosecution does not consider attack with tomatoes as criminal 

· Wikileaks: Ban in support of Kosovo’s independence 

Other headlines

· Çitaku in London: Kosovo’s European agenda should be supported (2)

· Vatican sights on Kosovo (3)

· Hoxhaj meets apostolic delegate Janusz, Vatican recognition expected (3)

· Wikileaks: Election backstage of 2007 (4)

· Wikileaks: Edita Tahiri – “a controversial” figure (4)

· Maldives recognized Kosovo thanks to Minister Shaheed and the U.S.  (5)

· (Wikileaks) Kaidanow: With AAK, AKR and LDD in opposition, Thaçi does not need friends (6)

· Action in the north opened way to decentralization (7)

Zëri
Front page

· Another agreement with many ‘X’s

· Pacolli: Three additional recognitions this week

· PDK activist leads insurance company 

· Serb extremists impede decentralization

Other headlines

· 30 released, two remain (2)

· President in Brussels (2)

· They do not want Stefanovic (2)

· Repatriation halfway (4)

· Vatican supports Kosovo (4)

· New KFOR blockade (4)

· Mustafa in Brussels (8)

· Rexhepi: There is no withdrawal (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· “Vetëvendosje” divided on tomatoes

· AKR, more a hobby masquerade than a party 

· Editorial: Tina’s messages

Other headlines

· Ministers learn to do their job (2)

· Extremists impede the new municipality of Mitrovica (3)

· Jahjaga in Brussels (3)

· Kusari – Lila: We will not remove the embargo (4)

· Parallel Serbs request Stefanovic’s removal (4)

· Wikileaks: Tadic privately recognizes Kosovo (4)

· Vatican towards recognition of Kosovo (4)

· Pahor mediates dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade (5)

· Serbian gendarmerie blocks all the roads (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Bosnia is next
· Kusari: Embargo remains 
· Serbia needs to be conditioned
· Petrovic blames extremists for the prevention of decentralization
Other headlines

· Kaidanow has criticized opposition (2)

· Britain supports territorial integrity of Kosovo (2)

· Tadic privately recognizes Kosovo (2)

· Stefanovic: Criticism are emotional and impulsive (2)
· Announced recognition of Kosovo from Vatican (3)

· KFOR does not allow entry of Serb goods (5)

· Samardzic: We don’t know anything about the agreement on stamps (5)

· Great humanist honoured (7)

· Prosecution removes charges for the Vetëvendosje activists (8)

Express
Front page

· Merkel is not alone
· Police scam
· Fear from EULEX
· Tadic accepts independence
Other headlines

· Jahjaga visit Brussels (4)

· Serbia closer to recognition of Kosovo (5)

· Hope from Vatican (5)

· Kacin: recognition of stamps important step (6)
· Again in Africa (6)

· Protective angel (7)

· Albanians in the north, with problems (7)

· Bandic: Don’t make mistakes like we did (8)

· Serb gendarmerie blocks the roads (8)

· KFOR allows passage only for pedestrians (9)

· Embargo remains in power (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· How to ensure 120 recognitions for the entry in the UN?

· Leaves for Africa again, promises three recognitions

· Flying diplomacy of President Jahjaga in Europe

· Charge of Limaj towards Government, wish or reality?

Other headlines

· KFOR does not remove the control point in Izvor of Zvecan  (3)

· Vatican supports Republic of Kosovo in all aspects (3)

· Delo newspaper: Serbia soon to recognize independence of Kosovo (4)

· Unanimous in support of Ramush Haradinaj and his two co-fighters (7)
· Britain strongly supports Kosovo in its path towards European integration (11)

· Decentralization in the north is prevented from Serb extremists (11)
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