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· Preparations begin for early elections (dailies)

· Approximation on election date (Express/Zëri)

· KFOR, EULEX and KP determined to change situation in the north (dailies)

· Reinforcements before the arrest of “big fishes of the north” (Koha Ditore) 

· Talks with Serbia after elections (Koha Ditore)

· Janjic: Talks to start this month (Zëri)

· De Kermabon: EULEX will remain outside political influence (Koha Ditore)

· FER, newest political party in Kosovo (dailies)

· Hyseni: 10 countries have set timelines for recognition of Kosovo (dailies)

· KIPRED: RTK, a television of the Government (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Preparations begin for early elections (dailies)

Koha Ditore writes that preparations for early elections are already underway with the date expecting to be announced next week at the latest.  Acting President of Kosovo Jakup Krasniqi said the final date will be announced in harmony with the Constitution of Kosovo and his mandate as an acting President. “My mandate is six months and elections have to be carried out within this timeframe,” said Krasniqi. At the same time, the Government of Kosovo has pledged a fund of 2 million Euros for organizing elections. 

Approximation on election date (Express/Zëri)

Express reports, in one of the front-page stories, that within a week acting President Jakup Krasniqi will make official the date of early parliamentary elections. This step comes after the majority of political parties seem to have agreed for elections to be held early next year. Unnamed sources told the paper that January 30th is the likeliest date when Kosovars will go to the polls.

“It is very important for elections to be held at least 45 days before the expiration of Jakup Krasniqi’s mandate in the presidency. After elections, the CEC will need 15 days to count and certify election results, while the incumbent will have 30 days to establish the necessary coalitions,” added the source.

Zëri too reports that the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) and the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) have agreed on 30th January as a date for early elections.
KFOR, EULEX and KP determined to change situation in the north (dailies)

In a joint press conference, heads of security mechanisms said they are committed to changing the situation in the north of Kosovo and establishing the rule of law there. KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler, Commander of EULEX Police Heinz Moller and acting director of Kosovo Police Behar Selimi spoke about the operations that are expected to be conducted in the north. They also warned the citizens not be surprised by the increased presence of KFOR and police in the coming period. 
“Our goal is to find the authors of all the rioting and preserve physical integrity of all the citizens,” said COMKFOR Buhler. “The name of Mitrovica has become a synonym in Europe of partition and of a city with no perspective. People need perspective and security is the first step toward it,” Buhler is quoted as saying. 

Reinforcements before the arrest of “big fishes of the north” (Koha Ditore) 

The north of Kosovo on Tuesday evening was “occupied” by a large presence of security forces. According to witnesses, the forces of French gendarmerie, Italian Carabinieri and of Kosovo police (in smaller numbers) were seen to have raised roadblocks, as they said, every 50 meters in north of Mitrovica. The increase of security measures in the most problematic part of Kosovo was announced on Tuesday by commanders of three security forces in Kosovo; KFOR, EULEX and Kosovo Police, who in a press conference pledged that they will change the situation of the lack of law and security in the north. 

Sources close to the Police told the newspaper that on Tuesday EULEX special units from Ferizaj and Pristina arrived. “These reinforcements of control are to prepare the citizens in the north before the arrest of so called “big fishes of the north”, said the source who did not want to be identified. According to the same source, the suspects who are expected to be arrested in the north are: S.V, A.K, M.R and S.D, who are considered as the bosses of crime in the north. For their arrests, according to source of EULEX, there is also permission from Belgrade. They are suspected to have been behind the recent blasts with explosives and to be responsible for much burning and smuggling in north of Kosovo. 

The sources say that “big fishes of the north” are members of the Ministry of Interior Affairs of the Serbian MUP. Meanwhile, sources from the north have said that about 20 members of Russian elite military units have entered Kosovo with the only aim to destabilize the situation there. They are sleeping in Zvecan and they are suspected to be responsible for the blast in the IPKO antenna some days ago, said the sources. According to them, those units are trained for violent acts and the aim of the last explosions was not the injury of people, but only the destabilization of the situation and the increase of fear and panic among citizens in the north.

Talks with Serbia after elections (Koha Ditore)

The leaders of Kosovo institutions have emphasized the need for Kosovo not to enter in to any process of talks with the Serb state before the end of upcoming elections in the country. They say that Kosovo is politically ready to talk about technical issues as two equal states, but that they prefer the dialogue to be conducted with the elected representatives after the coming elections. The Head of the Kosovo Assembly, and at the same time acting President of Kosovo, Jakup Krasniqi, expressed himself in favour of starting the talks after Kosovo has consolidated its new institutions from the upcoming elections.

Janjic: Talks to start this month (Zëri)

Zëri quotes Serbian political analyst Dusan Janjic as saying that talks between Pristina and Belgrade will not be postponed as a result of latest political developments in Kosovo. Janjic told Radio Free Europe that the first round of talks will be held before October 26th, when the EU foreign ministers will meet in Brussels. Janjic added that the first round will conclude in January next year before early parliamentary elections in Kosovo. 

“Talks will not be postponed. I don’t see how they can be postponed. Talks are scheduled to start in October. As far as I know, the plan is to hold political talks first and then move to talks at the level of experts,” Janjic added.

De Kermabon: EULEX will remain outside political influence (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the outgoing Head of EULEX, Yves de Kermabon, together with his successor, Xavier Bout de Marnhac, presented themselves in the meeting of the Committee for Policy and Security of European Union. After this, for the first time together, they also talked before the journalists in Brussels, de Kermabon, who after three years of work is leaving from the post as the Head of the biggest EU mission in the field of rule of law, said that this mission achieved success and is functioning in the whole territory of Kosovo. 

The outgoing head of EULEX, Yves de Kermabon said in Brussels that the fact that Kosovo citizens are more and more giving information to EULEX, through emails, telephone calls and through other means, proves that they have trust in this mission and support the fight against the corruption and organized crime. Also, the other French General de Marnhac, who will replace de Kermabon next week, said that from his colleague, he “is taking in hands one mission, which is well prepared to function in the whole territory of Kosovo and for the best of the citizens”. 

FER, newest political party in Kosovo (dailies)

Papers report that a newest political party in Kosovo, established by Ilir Deda and Shpend Ahmeti, is expected to join the political landscape. FER, short for “Fryma e Re” or in English “New Force”, will be registered with the Central Elections Commission in the coming days and according to its leaders it aims to transform the discontent of the citizens into a new energy. 

Hyseni: 10 countries have set timelines for recognition of Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies quote Foreign Affairs Minister Skender Hyseni as saying that ten countries have set timelines for when they will recognize the independence of Kosovo. In an interview for Alsat, Hyseni said 60 countries have promised to review the request for Kosovo’s recognition during meetings that Kosovo’s delegation had with their representatives in New York. “Nonetheless, I don’t intend to rush and announce any recognition before they really happen,” Hyseni added.

Asked to comment on talks with Serbia, Hyseni said it would be good if they took place after the establishment of the new government from early parliamentary elections. Hyseni also said he would not run for the post of LDK leader but only for the senior levels of the party.

KIPRED: RTK, a television of the Government (dailies)

Several dailies report that in a public hearing on the Radio Television of Kosovo, organized by KIPRED, the latter said that the RTK is in the service of the Government of Kosovo which can be noticed in the news editions. News related to the government is broadcast first, whereas the opposition and civil society are largely ignored in the programs of the public broadcaster.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Reinforcements before arrest of “big fish in the north”

· Decision on election date in a few days

· Government pledges €2 million for CEC

· Krasniqi: Talks with Serbia, after elections

· Hasani: We acted rightly, we don’t bear responsibility for the crisis

· Minister Bukoshi beats the government’s desk

· New Force, the newest party in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Preparations underway for early elections (2)

· KFOR, EULEX and Police determined to change situation in the north (3)

· Kermabon: EULEX will remain outside political influence (3)

· Hyseni: Ten countries have set timelines for recognition of Kosovo (3)

Zëri

Front page

· Elections in darkness and snow

· Thaçi in a rush for elections

· Administrative directive above the law

· 19 billion tons of coal in Kosovo

· Police follows the Government’s path!

Other headlines

· Ten countries have set timelines for recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Krasniqi meets UM leader (2)

· Kosovo is not on the agenda (2)

· Obama thanks Sejdiu (3)

· New Force, the newest political force in Kosovo (3)

· Janjic: Talks to start this month (4)

· KIPRED: RTK, a television of the Government (4)

· Suspects of corruption are still governing (7)

Kosova Sot 
Front page

· Conditional ballot might be removed 

· Krasniqi: Dialog after elections

· CEC ready

· Facing the law

Other headlines

· A resolution for discussions announced (2)

· U.S. company promotes Kosovo’s interests abroad (2)

· Election date by next week (4)

· Czech Embassy criticizes tolerance of illegality in the north (3)

· Former judges and prosecutors increase pressure over chamber of lawyers (5)

· Ministers and deputies to sign tenders (6)

· Hani i Elelzit the top customs point (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Buxhovi: LDK run by losers

· Elections date to be set these days

· Two million euros for CEC

· They say they are serious

· Musliu and Tahiri sentenced to 17 years and three months in prison

Other headlines

· Ashton: Dialogue eliminates obstacles to EU (2)

· Xavier de Marnhac promises reforms in EULEX (2)

· Obama appreciates former President Sejdiu’s leadership (2)

· Gentilini hails progress in Kosovo (2)

· Dzurinda: Slovakia does not change its stance on Kosovo (2)

· Albania and Kosovo with the highest increase rate of GDP (9)

· Housing and property rights, guaranteed (11)

Express

Front page

· Symptoms of the conflict

· Close to the date

· Hyseni: Ten recognitions expected

· Chances of the spirit

Other headlines

· Çollaku: The next unmistakable (2)

· Government allocates two million euros (4)

· Barack Obama praises Sejdiu (4)

· Everything to be discussed (5)

· First elections, then discussions (6)

· Parliamentarians invited at European Council (6)

· Messages for the north (10)

Lajm
Front page

· Strangled from the big ones

· Obama thanked Sejdiu

· Krasniqi: Soon, I will make public the date of elections
Other headlines

· De Marnhac promises new ideas  (2) 

· Hyseni: 10 countries have determined the time frame of recognition (2)

· Security measures increased in the north (2)
· EULEX is investigating two more suspected Serbs in the north (3)
· American State Department ready to help Kosovo (3)

· The incidents in the north will not be tolerated (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Arrests in the north of Mitrovica, for show

Other headlines

· Buehler: Incidents in the north will not be tolerated  (2) 

· Krasniqi: Talks with Serbia after elections (3)

· Krasniqi: The date of elections this week (4)
· Minister Hyesni mentions 10 recognitions, does not set time limit (4)
· Two NGO say that EULEX is failing to fight also the crime in the north (7)

· Kupchan: The talks can end with the territorial exchange (7)

· RTK has violated ethical code in the news program (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Ministry of Education finances parallel structures
· Next week, the date of elections
· The law on labor ready to be proceeded in the Assembly 
Other headlines 
· Slovakia is not reviewing recognition of Kosovo (2)

· LDK leads with the debt (3)

· 10 countries have determined the time of recognition (3)

· Tadic in Peja with Croatian helicopter (3)

· Talks as soon as possible (4)

· Talks in October or after elections (4)

· FER of Ilir and Shpend (5)
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