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· EULEX “hits” the ministry of Bajram Rexhepi (dailies)

· Northern Serbs activating bombs (dailies)
· Brnjak with new alternate paved road (Koha Ditore)
· De Marnhac receives Tirana’s support for investigation into Dick Marty’s accusations (dailies) 

· Thaçi: I was misinterpreted by media (Epoka e Re) 

· Technical dialogue in difficulty (Koha Ditore)

· Chief of NATO requests political dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia (dailies)

· Tahiri: EU to put pressure on Serbia (dailies)
· Russians accuse KFOR (Koha Ditore) 

· Washington wants a solution to the problems between Belgrade and Pristina  (Koha Ditore) 
Kosovo Media Highlights
EULEX “hits” the ministry of Bajram Rexhepi (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that a portion of the Kosovo police arms is believed to have been supplied by an organized criminal group. Based on these suspicions EULEX police raided the Kosovo police and Ministry of Internal Affairs for evidence on Wednesday. Kosovo police officers, ministry officials and local businessmen were arrested by EULEX officers. During the action EULEX police arrested deputy director for supporting services of Kosovo police Ragip Bunjaku, the head of Kosovo police procurement, Xhevahire Vatovci, Kadrush Koliqi, official in the Directorate for Public Security in the Ministry of Internal Affairs and three businessmen Ylber Salihu, Armend Selimi, And Astrit Pira. There were several locations raided, the first was the Rexhepi’s department. This minister is one of most critical for the work of EULEX. Rexhepi, has been critical of EULEX in the past and has been quoted as saying “God save us from EULEX”. Regardless of sentiments, EULEX arrested subordinates of Rexhepi. 
The raids and the arrests were confirmed by EULEX following the operation. According to EULEX, the investigations are being conducted in connection with claims of corruption in procurement. “The claimed misuse of funds has to do with the procurement procedures at the Kosovo police and businesses who are supplying the police with fire arms and ammunitions, because of this misuse, the Kosovo budget has been damaged,  millions of euros have been misappropriated, Kosovo police officers are the main victim of this affair”,  said EULEX. 
Express newspaper under the headline “They raid the state due to corruption suspicions”, reports that Rexhepi knew of the EULEX raid at the Ministry of Interior Affairs one day in advance. On Tuesday evening the Head of EULEX mission, Xavier Bout de Marnhac informed Rexhepi of the raid action and possible arrests. “The head of EULEX informed me about this action”, said Rexhepi for Express. 

Northern Serbs activating bombs (dailies)
Koha Ditore reports northern Serbs have started to develop bombs. In the part of Mitrovica above the Iber River, which is inhabited mainly by Serbs, a vehicle owned by Alekandar Paunovic, a translator in the European mission, EULEX was blown up.  The vehicle, an Audi 80 without number plates, was parked in front of an EU house. The police in Mitrovica confirmed the explosion, which was registered 30 minutes after midnight. Newspapers report that EULEX condemned the act. “This was a clear attempt to frighten staff members and the mission as a whole”, Head of EULEX, Xavier de Marnhac said in a press release. “This is a criminal act against the European Union mission for the rule of law in Kosovo and as such is unacceptable”

Brnjak with new alternate paved road (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that smuggling in the north is continuing unabated.  Organized Serb criminal groups are opening and paving new alternate roads in order for goods to pass through. According sources of the newspaper, the Serb criminal groups on Wednesday started construction on an alternate road close to the border point Brnjak. The road is on the right wing of this border point and according to the sources it is expected to be paved within 24 hours. The road is not entirely new. In 2008 one Serb youth, Marko Patric, was killed after he refused to pay for racketeering for the road to the boss of crime, Zvonko Veselinovic. The sources added that the organized crime groups are guarding these two alternative roads with fire arms with the aim not to allow KFOR to enter and to block them.

De Marnhac receives Tirana’s support on investigation of Dick Marty’s accusations (dailies) 

Dailies report that the chief of the EU mission in Kosovo, EULEX, Xavier Bout de Marnhac, met with Albania’s Prime Minister Sali Berisha on Wednesday. During this meeting, the Albanian Prime Minister reconfirmed the full support of Albanian Government for EULEX’s mission to establish constitutional order and rule of law in the municipalities in the north of Kosovo.  The Prime Minister said it is extremely important for the consolidation of peace, security and stability, not only of the Republic of Kosovo, but the region as well. Regarding the request of the EULEX chief for support on the investigations on the accusations raised by Dick Marty, Prime Minister Berisha assured him that “the Albanian Government, as always, is completely determined to help with a full investigation into Dick Marty’s report,” expressing readiness for close cooperation with EULEX, so the truth can be established.
Thaçi: I was misinterpreted by media (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi on Wednesday rebutted the reporting by some media that he expressed readiness to discuss political issues with Belgrade. He stated that such issues can be discussed only when Serbia recognizes Kosovo’s independence and territorial integrity. “We will be responsible regarding the international obligation that we have regarding the technical dialogue with Serbia. However, as far as the concrete issue of your question is concerned, this can happen only as two sovereign states, and after the reciprocal recognition. I want to clarify once and for all that there is no political dialogue. Those were different misinterpretations and misinformation,” said Thaçi. 
Technical dialogue in difficulty (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports it will be difficult for Robert Cooper to get Borislav Stefanovic and Edita Tahiri to return to the negotiation table. The EU facilitator in the technical dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia will be arriving on Wednesday in Belgrade. Friday he will be meeting with Serbian officials to try and convince them to participate in a new round of talks with Pristina. On Monday the facilitator will arrive in Pristina. On Monday and Tuesday morning he will try to do same thing with the Kosovo government. Koha Ditore reports that Belgrade is not in a condition to accept some draft conclusions for the issue of electricity and telecom. Belgrade’s stance did not change and as consequence the only topic for discussion remains that of Kosovo representation in regional and international initiatives. The proposal by Serbia is thought to be “Kosovo 1244” and the Kosovar proposal is “Republic of Kosovo,” the compromise will likely be “Kosovo”.

Chief of NATO requests political dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that NATO ministers of defense on Wednesday pronounced their support for the KFOR mission in Kosovo and repeated their commitment to the Alliance work in Kosovo. But they have considered the tensions in the north more as political problem, than a military one. While talking before journalists after the first day of the meeting, Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said that KFOR has been successful until presently in keeping peace and stability for 12 years. Rasmussen emphasized that the “political dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, under the patronage of the European Union, is the only solution for Kosovo citizens, regardless of ethnic background”.  

Tahiri: EU to put pressure on Serbia (dailies)

Express reports that Edita Tahiri has requested that the European Union put pressure on Serbia to continue talks facilitated by the EU. They were interrupted last month. “At this phase the EU should be more decisive and use diplomatic means to pressure Serbia to implement the agreements and continue the dialogue”, said Tahiri. According to her, the EU as a facilitator in the dialogue “has the important tools to force parties to cooperate.” She blamed the Serbian Government for this situation and expressed that the EU should reward Pristina with “contractual relations”, since it has been a constructive partner in the dialogue. 
Russians accuse KFOR (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Russia’s Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Alexander Lukasevic, stated on Wednesday that the actions of KFOR, who on 27 September used force against the Serb population in Kosovo, were not in accordance with its mandate derived from the United Nations. According to the Ministry it violated the principle of statutory neutrality. “The fact that KFOR used force against Serb population increases our concerns,” he said adding that ‘the destroying fire used by NATO soldiers brought many victims.  Koha Ditore says that the Russian diplomat forgot to mention the KFOR injured soldiers. 

Washington wants solution to the problems between Belgrade and Pristina  (Koha Ditore) 

The United States of America has expressed interest in a solution for the trade problems between Belgrade and Pristina. “Before the recent incidents, Serbia and Kosovo started to make progress and we want them to get back there. Clearly, we think that this is in the interest of both countries,” said the State Department Spokesperson, Victoria Nuland at a press conference. She reiterated that the U.S. is concerned with the blockade of the roads in the north of Kosovo, and American KFOR was obliged to respond, adding that since then, the situation has been calm.  

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· EULEX hits Bajram Rexhepi’s Ministry

· Kosovo does not put recognition as condition for the Peace Treaty with Serbia

· Technical dialogue with difficulties
· NATO chief also requests political dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia

Other headlines

· Serbs of the north activate bombs (2)

· Bërnjak also with alternative asphalted road (2)

· The U.S. want solution to the problems between Belgrade and Pristina (2)

· Stefanovic: Pristina knows very well that there are going to be discussions on the north (2)

· Russians accuse KFOR (2)

· De Marnhac receives Tirana’s support on investigation of Dick Marty’s accusations (5)

· Haxhinosto requests inclusion of Kosovo in as many regional projects (5)

· Arid Uka: I do not believe any more in jihad (5)

· Civil society is not included decision making in Kosovo (6)

· New Norwegian Ambassador supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity (7)

Zëri
Front page

· EULEX arrests at Ministry of Internal Affairs and police 

· KEK advances Prime Minister’s cousin

· Biometric passports

· Politization increases frustration

Other headlines

· Editorial: Dogs and thieves (2)

· Cooper in Pristina on Monday (2)

· Belgrade-Pristina problems should be resolved (2)

· Cooperation on Marty’s investigations (2)

· NATO does not allow violence in Kosovo (5)

· Kosovo does not defend its own products (6)

· Citizens’ participation, far from European standards (8)

· Accuse him Hashim! (4)

· Explosion under EULEX translator’s vehicle (13)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Tender for arms, six arrested

· NATO messages

· Peace Treaty between Kosovo and Serbia announced 

· NATO requests political solution

Other headlines

· 900 thousand euros for the houses in the north (2)

· 35 euros for a biometric passports (2)

· Tahiri: EU should put pressure on Serbia (4)

· Busek supports division of Kosovo (4)

· NATO does not allow violence in Kosovo (5)

· EULEX condemns the attack in northern Mitrovica (4)

· OSCE promises to help on election reform (4)

· Ten thousand signatures block the draft law on Prizren  (5)

· A prosecutor to investigate accusations on organ trafficking in Albania (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· The state has been raided

· Pacolli races for the President 

· The barricades will fall like the Berlin wall
Other headlines

· Rasmussen: KFOR does not allow violence (2)

· Tahiri: EU to pressure Serbia (2)

· Marnhac: We start the investigations towards the claims of Marty (2)

· Dick Marty withdraws from politics (2)
· Thaçi: I was misinterpreted by media (3)

· Norway supports territorial integrity of Kosovo (3)

· Holland supports integration of Kosovo in EU (3)

· Raided 12 locations in Kosovo and two in Germany (6)

· Witness “AK” testified on sale of kidneys (7)

· Agriculture develops the country (8)

· EULEX worker’s vehicle blown up (10)
Express

Front page

· For corruption they raid the state 

Other headlines

· They condemn the attack in the north (3)

· They start the investigation (4)

· Tahiri: EU to pressure Serbia (5)

· We do not allow violence (5)

· I was misinterpreted (6)
· They don’t discuss the north (6)

· The game with medicines (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· To work together without stopping for nationwide integrations

· We cannot have talks with Serbia outside the constitutional mandate

· Rasmussen: We will not allow the return of violence in Kosovo
Other headlines

· Cooper on Friday in Belgrade on Monday in Pristina (2)

· Haxhinasto – De Marnhac condemn the violence in north of Kosovo (3)

· Marty’s accusations, EU sends a prosecutor to Tirana (3)

· Explosions in the north of Kosovo  (5)
· EULEX condemns the attack in the north of Kosovo (5)

· Kosovo does not produce oil, but it is a agriculture force in the region (8)
· Corruption and scam also in the Ministry of Interior Affairs (9)

· Tahiri: EU to put pressure on Serbia (11)
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