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· Discussions on the border with Serbia, start this month (Koha Ditore)

· Gordon: The U.S. with constructive role on Kosovo – Serbia discussions (dailies) 

· Sejdiu or Mustafa? (dailies)

· Marnhac engaged for normalization of the north (dailies)

· PDK accuses seriously Florin Krasniqi (dailies)

· Kosovo’s isolation (Kosova Sot)

· KFOR ready for any threat (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Discussions on the border with Serbia, start this month (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that Serbian military authorities have requested from KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler, to discuss changes at borderline between Kosovo and Serbia. Based on an international source, this daily reports that the first meeting will take place in Serbia, Nis, this month. “The meeting will be held on 18 November, in Nis. This meeting will be held on the request of Serbian authorities, that requested to change the border line with Kosovo, set by Kumanovo Agreement.” The same source added that Kosovo authorities are informed about the meeting, and KFOR Commander also informed Police director Reshat Maliqi, during their meeting on Friday.    

“We hope that during the discussions which are to start between Kosovo and Serbian institutions, the issue of demarcation of the border will be raised,” said Maliqi after this meeting. 

Gordon: The U.S. with constructive role on Kosovo – Serbia discussions (dailies) 

Dailies report that the U.S. Assistant Secretary of state for European and Euro-Asian issues, Philip Gordon, speaking about America’s eventual role on the expected discussions between Kosovo and Serbia, said that while the EU will facilitate the discussions, the U.S. are ready to play a constructive role. “We have also announced that we expect to be included and we are ready for this.  We have strong relations with both Serbia and Kosovo and we have what to offer,” said Gordon. 

Sejdiu or Mustafa? (dailies)

Dailies carry different reports on the developments at the Democratic League of Kosovo, on the verge of the seventh convention of the party. Koha Ditore reports that current President of the Party Fatmir Sejdiu and Pristina mayor Isa Mustafa will be competing for the leader of the party. Sources of this daily say that the rivals have agreed to support each other and shake hands to the winner. 

Express reports that if Sejdiu decides to compete, Isa Mustafa’s supporters will request secret voting for the leader of the party, convinced that Mustafa would win.   

Zëri and Kosova Sot report that for the benefit of the party, Fatmir Sejdiu has agreed that Isa Mustafa should be the consensual candidate for LDK leader. The party does not expect less from Isa Mustafa, than to beat Hashim Thaçi at 12 December extraordinary elections, writes Zëri. 

Marnhac engaged for normalization of the north (dailies)

Dailies report that EULEX chief Xavier de Marnhac, announced yesterday after a visit at the EU house in the north of Mitrovica that the European mission for the rule of law in Kosovo, is determined to establish law and order throughout the entire territory of Kosovo, including the northern part of the country. “Albanians and Serbs should discuss with each other, with the presence of the international community. We will follow the Pristina – Belgrade dialogue, but we will not be part of this dialogue,” said Marnhac, who added that the final goal of this mission is stop organized crime, smuggling and illegal trafficking at both sides of river Ibër. Despite the fragile situation in the north, former French general considers that the situation is slowly improving. 

PDK accuses seriously Florin Krasniqi (dailies)

Dailies widely report that after Florin Krasniqi’s (one of the Vetëvendosje leaders) accusations that PDK leaders are “bandits related to organized crime,” PDK issued a press release, with serious accusations on Krasniqi’s address.  

“As a reaction to the frequent appeals for violence and destabilization, articulated by Vetëvendosje leader and some dark elements close to him, PDK appeals to citizens and entire public opinion to distance from such language and actions,” starts the press release, which “with an unusual tone, accuses Krasniqi to have given David Philips 500.000 dollars to write a report against SHIK, as well as for blackmail on business, for appropriation of funds dedicated to KLA,” reports Express. 

Kosovo’s isolation (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot writes that the report of the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon on the situation in Kosovo, stresses that Albanian authorities risk to become marginalized if they continue to refuse the services of the UN mission on the representation in the international arena, according to Resolution 1244. “UNMIK has continued to offer facilitation for participation of Kosovo at regional and international conferences, even though authorities in Kosovo have not been enthusiastic for this role of the mission. After the advising opinion of the International Court of Justice, authorities in Kosovo actively objected such help, considering that it limits “sovereignty.” However, if this policy continues, it can lead to the increase of isolation of Kosovo, due to the difficulties related to its regional cooperation,” says the report. 

KFOR ready for any threat (dailies)

Dailies report that after the first meeting with the recently nominated Police director Reshat Maliqi, KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler said that KFOR peacekeepers will respond to any threat that could occur in Kosovo, especially in the north of the country. “There are no indications that the security situation could worsen during the elections, but in case of any threat, KFOR is ready to intervene,” said Buhler.  
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
