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· Thaçi: We decide on Kosovo by ourselves (dailies)

· EULEX, 10 percent functional (Zëri)

· EULEX, part of the plan (Express)

· PDK with most expenses for advertising in the media (Koha Ditore)

· Poll: PDK leads, Thaçi the most voted leader (Epoka e Re)

· Bogdanovic: Greater participation of Serbs in elections (Epoka e Re)

· Outgoing government reduces the budget of Anticorruption Agency (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi: We decide on Kosovo by ourselves (dailies)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi did not wish to comment on Sunday over the appointment of the UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier as focal person for the UN in the Pristina-Belgrade talks. “Kosovo is an independent and sovereign country. We will cooperate with all neighbours as part of the respect for inter-neighbourly and inter-state relations but I also stress that we decide about our country, we have our agenda, of course in close cooperation with Brussels and the US,” said Thaçi as quoted by Koha Ditore. Zëri on the other hand writes that Thaçi has ruled out the possibility of UN representatives mediating in the talks with Belgrade.

The comments came a day after it was announced that UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has appointed UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier as the contact person of the UN in the Pristina-Belgrade dialogue. Zannier is quoted to have told Serb media that Secretary-General Ban has also appointed Andrew Gilmour, head of the UN office in Belgrade, to facilitate talks.

EULEX, 10 percent functional (Zëri)

EU rule of law mission prosecutors, according to the paper, have managed to solve in the last two years just 10 percent of the cases they took under their responsibility. In December 2008, EULEX prosecutors took over 561 files but have managed to review only 58 indictments. Based on the current pace, EULEX will need at least nine more years to implement the original plans, writes Zëri.   

EULEX, part of the plan (Express)

The paper reports that EULEX will be part of the operational plan for security on 12 December during elections. CEC sent a letter to LDK leader Isa Mustafa informing him of the role of EULEX. According to KTV, which reported the news, CEC answered an enquiry from Mustafa over the security of ballots on Election Day. The CEC letter claims EULEX, as part of security institutions in Kosovo, could be involved in the security aspect on Election Day but added that neither the CEC nor political parties could request the EU mission to undertake such a responsibility. 

PDK with most expenses for advertising in the media (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that PDK has spent most money on advertising itself in the daily newspapers and electronic portals, compared to others. According to research of the coalition of NGO’s who are monitoring the election process, Democracy in Action , in the first four days of the election campaign, only for advertising in the newspapers, political parties have spent 59,398 Euros. PDK spent 35,398 Euros, AKR 4,264 Euros, FAIR 3,007 Euros, AAK 1,531 Euros, LDD 974 Euros and Vetëvendosje did not spend anything on newspapers ads. Koha Ditore writes that Epoka e Re, Zëri and Express have received the most advertising from parties.

Poll: PDK leads, Thaçi the most voted leader (Epoka e Re)

Private college Fama has conducted an opinion poll on the outcome of 12 December parliamentary elections which indicates that PDK will come in first with 34 percent and will be followed by LDK with 17 percent, AAK with 13 percent, Vetëvendosje 10, AKR with 9 percent, FAIR with 4 and LDD with 1 percent. The poll also showed the inclination of the respondents to take part in elections, on 49 percent. The poll interviewed 1,200 respondents from all cities in Kosovo.  

Bogdanovic: Greater participation of Serbs in elections (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that the Serb Minister for Kosovo in the Serb government, Goran Bogdanovic, has evaluated that in parliamentary elections in Kosovo a larger number of Serbs will participate then in the elections of the past. But, according to him, this does not mean that it presents a defeat of the policy that the Serb Government is leading. Bogdanovic, for Serb media, repeated the stance of Belgrade officials that the conditions don’t exist to call on Kosovo Serbs to participate in the elections. 

Outgoing government reduces the budget of Anticorruption Agency (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Anticorruption Agency will have less money during the year 2011, if the budget tables drafted by high officials of the Ministry of Finance and Economy are approved by the new assembly and remain unchanged. Even though, in the draft budget of 2010, it was foreseen that in the year 2011 the Anticorruption Agency was to be given 540 thousand Euros in funds, for the coming year this agency will be given only 502 thousand Euros. Officials of the Anticorruption Agency said that they will strongly reject the smaller allocation from the state budget for the coming year.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Outgoing government reduces budget to anti-corruption agency

· Thaçi frees big businesses from income tax

· Vetëvendosje complains for non-functioning of ECAP

Other headlines

· Plus of the week: Sparkes speaks about absent fight against corruption (2)

· Minus of the week: Kosovo Serb police still under MUP orders (2)

· Second minus of the week: Krasniqi’s letter that embarrassed the country (2)

· Extra minus of the week: Floods won’t stop the campaign (2)

· Thaçi: We decide on Kosovo by ourselves (3)
· PDK, most expenses for ads in the media (3)

· PDK promises green park over “Kosova A” (6)

· Mustafa: Let Kosovo vote like Pristina (6)

· Pacolli: We will extend sovereignty with economic development (7)

· Palokaj: Don’t include EU and NATO in election campaign (10)

Zëri
Front page

· EULEX, 10 percent functional

· James lobbies by himself

· Increase of voters not expected 

· We don’t need UN mediation

· “RKS” license plates to start issuing 

· PDK leads with promotion expenses 

Other headlines

· Belgrade, Serbs’ employer (2)

· Kosovo ready to help Albania (4)

· Prime minister stimulates businesses too (6)

· LDK guarantees honest governance (6)

· Pacolli: Sovereignty with responsible governance (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Kosovo doesn’t want UN as mediator 

· Editorial: Many reasons to vote on 12 December    

Other headlines

· Minor breach of the code (2)

· Elections, EULEX part of operational plan (2)

· Coalitions after elections (3)

· Daci: Talks with Serbia definitely (4)

· Bogdanovic asks for historic reconciliation between Albanians and Serbs (4)

· Massive turnout of Serbs in elections (4)

· Judicial police doesn’t exist (17)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Polling: PDK 34 %

· Thaçi: Vote for PDK, strengthening of Kosovo state

· Rugova accuses LDK for abuse of Ibrahim Rugova’s figure

· Fer will return dignity to Gjakova

· Mustafa promises care for border areas

Other headlines

· Bogdanovic: Greater participation of Serbs (2)

· Vllasi pretends to receive pension from Belgrade (2)

· Protests in Presevo for recognition of diplomas (3)

· Thaçi: We decide for Kosovo (4)

· Kurti: We will return dignity of the citizens (8)

· Daci: LDD will make progress in science (10)

· AKR: Cableway from Peja to Rugova (7)

Express

Front page

· Return powerfully

· Albania in water

· Serbs seriously in elections

Other headlines

· Baxhaku: Legends of the “Great Water” (2)

· Shala: Kosovar stories (3)

· There is no need for UN mediation (4)

· EULEX, part of the plan (4)

· Request responsibility (6)

· State for everyone (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The forgetting of Rugova return in punishment

· Pacolli: The only solution in the north is the rejection of the violence 

Other headlines

· For the budget of the Republic decide its institutions  (6) 

· State allows informal economy (6)

· Mustafa: We will not make a coalition with PDK (7)

· Daci: We will return assets in Kosovo (6)

· Electoral campaign, jargon of promises and image arena (8)
· AKR guarantees growth 7 per cent and lowering of unemployment (10)

· Mustafa: I will make the best government that Kosovo ever had (11)

· Thaçi calls citizens of Kastriot to mobilize to the number 49 (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Where is Rugovism 
· We decide not UNMIK
Other headlines 
· Campaign through darkness (2)

· Vetëvendosje aims to overthrow Ahtisaari package (5)

· PDK, new mandate, new projects (7)

· LDK promise comprehensive investments (8)

· FAIR finds support in Gjakova (9)

· Highway also for Mitrovica (9)

· Pacolli is not alone (10)

· LDD party values (12)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
