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· Crossing points 1 and 31 with a special status (Koha)

· Assembly Speaker Krasniqi changes his mind about talks (Koha)

· German Ambassador Reichel welcomes agreement (dailies)

· Gentilini: IBM in Kosovo’s favour (dailies)

· Government of Albania welcomes agreement (dailies)

· Positive on visas (Express) 

· LDK, AAK don’t support Vetëvendosje’s call for vote of confidence (dailies)

· EU ministers leave decision for Serbia to heads of state (Koha)

· Ruling coalition partners “forget” about government reshuffling (Zëri)

· Barricades removed in Jagnjenice (Koha)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Crossing points 1 and 31 with a special status (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that border crossing points in Bërnjak and Jarinje will not be the same as other border crossing points with Serbia as the Kosovo Government claims. The presence of Kosovar officials at the two northern border crossing points will be symbolic, as they will only have a monitoring role, informed sources of the newspaper.

According to the sources, also after achieving the agreement in Brussels for the integrated border management, the Kosovo Government became obliged to respect an agreement made with KFOR and EULEX on 9 September. This agreement made possible the placement of customs officers from KFOR and EULEX and three Kosovar officials at each border crossing point. Six Kosovar officials have been in Jarinje and Bërnjak since 16 September. They are transported to and from work by KFOR and EULEX helicopters.

Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri held a press conference Monday, where she stated that with this new EU-brokered agreement Serbia has recognized the borders of the Republic of Kosovo. She also confirmed that the agreement with KFOR and EULEX will continue to be respected. 
Assembly Speaker Krasniqi changes his mind about talks (Koha)

The Head of the Kosovo Assembly Jakup Krasniqi appears to have changed his mind in regards to the agreement reached in Brussels on integrated border management between Kosovo and Serbia, Reports KTV. Krasniqi stated that if the agreement is in accordance with the laws of Kosovo is no need for this issue to be discussed or ratified in the Assembly. This statement contradicts a presvious one when he stated that the agreement must be put to the Assembly and ratified by parliament.
German Ambassador Reichel welcomes agreement (dailies)

All dailies report that the German Ambassador in Kosovo, Ernst Reichel, through a press communiqué welcomed the agreement on integrated border management. “I strongly welcome the achieved agreement in Brussels, in the framework of technical dialogue, for the integrated border management. This agreement makes sending Kosovar border officials to the north of the country an unconditional right of Kosovo. When this is implemented it will contribute to the normalization of the condition in the north. Kosovo’s negotiating team disserves gratitude for the pragmatic and effective talks”, said the German Ambassador.

Gentilini: IBM Kosovo’s favour (dailies)

EU Special Representative for Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini, said that the agreement over integrated border managementis very positive for Kosovo. “It is in full accordance with the principles of the dialogue facilitated by the EU: improvement of the lives of citizens, cooperation between both parties and progress towards the EU. The agreement is based on a European model implemented in other parts of the region and inside the EU. In practice it leads to joint management from the officials of both parties. EULEX will also be present in accordance until it ends”, said Gentilini.

Government of Albania welcomes agreement (dailies)

Several dailies report that the Albanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has welcomed the agreement on integrated border management in the technical talks between Kosovo and Serbia. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Albania evaluated the agreement as a expression of good will to cooperate in finding solutions for practical issues between the two countries and as a step towards EU integration for Kosovo.
Positive on visas (Express) 
Express reports that European Union member countries did not agree on Serbia’s candidature for EU membership, even after a harsh debate took place in Brussels on Monday. Foreign Ministers of 27 EU countries debated and finally left the decision to be made by their chiefs, reports this daily. Progress on the issue of the regional cooperation and implementation of the agreements reached with Kosovo will be the two key issues considered on Friday by the chiefs of the states of the Union, when the decision on Serbia’s candidature is expected to be made. 

LDK, AAK don’t support Vetëvendosje’s call for vote of confidence (dailies)
Several dailies report that the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) and the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) are not supporting Vetëvendosje’s initiative to seek a vote of confidence against Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. LDK MP Ismet Beqiri said the opposition lacks the numbers to carry through the initiative. Both opposition parties said they were against the idea of early parliamentary elections as they could again be manipulated and non-democratic. AAK secretary general Burim Ramadani said the AAK supports the ousting of the current government but not through a vote of confidence that would take the country to early elections.

EU ministers leave decision for Serbia to heads of state (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union Ministers in the Council of General Issues, until the late evening hours, or better until the early morning hours of Tuesday, worked on the compilation of conclusions for the countries included in the EU enlargement process and the countries of Western Balkans. Germany did not change its negative stance towards Serbia’s candidacy despite pressure by many EU member states and the European Commission. The final decission on this issue has been left for the Heads of EU Countries, who on Thursday and Friday are meeting in Brussels. The heads of EU states will use the conclusion drawn from the discussion. It is unlikel they will change the leanings of Germany and Austria regarding Serbia’s candidate status.
Ruling coalition partners “forget” about government reshuffling (Zëri)

Zëri reports that ruling coalition partners: the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) and the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR), don’t seem willing to carry out their political deals which they have left half-completed. Government reforms are being delayed by the AKR’s insistence on acquiring a ministry currently led by the PDK – the Ministry for Economic Development or the Ministry for Education, Science and Technology – and by the PDK’s opposition to “sacrifice” its current ministers.

AKR leader and Principal Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli told the paper over the phone that he is currently in Taiwan where he will be staying for ten days. “F
or the time being, I cannot say anything, I can not confirm anything because I don’t know what’s going on there,” Pacolli said.

Commenting on the issue, political analyst Ardian Arifaj said Prime Minister and PDK leader Hashim Thaçi is well aware that if he decides to remove any of the PDK ministers and give that ministry to the AKR he would be cause great damage to his political party.
Barricades removed in Jagnjenice (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the pressure from the Serbian government and international community and talks between local Serb leaders and KFOR representatives have made lead the Serbs to remove the barricade in Jagnjenice and allow KFOR to place a check point in this village.  Traffic is now free to move. KFOR through a press release welcomed the removal of the barricade. “KFOR has removed the gravel in order to accelerate the action , using a bulldozer and engineering tank. However, KFOR does not evaluate the actors only by their words, but from their actions. Until today, Monday, for example there are still piles of gravel in Bërnjak and Jarinje in the territory of Serbia, which are preventing the freedom of movement of citizens towards the north.”
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Crossings points 1 and 31 with a special status
· EU ministers leave decision on Serbia to heads of states

· Macedonia “beats” Greece at International Court of Justice

Other headlines

· Barricade in Jagnjenice removed (2)
· Assembly Speaker Krasniqi with a change of heart on talks (2)

· Albanian Government hails the agreement (2)

· Gentilini: IBM in Kosovo’s favor (2)

· Reichel hails the agreement (2)

· Britain joins Germany against Serbia (3)

· Japan continues its support for Kosovo (3)

Zëri

Front page

· They mobilize over the crossing points

· Dialogue on visas, at year’s end

· Permanent power ends in tears

· Xharra: Two unionist servants

· Shabanaj “non grata” at BSPK

· Reformatting is “forgotten”

Other headlines
· Agreement, a matter for the government (2)
· KSF is being transformed into Kosovo’s army (2)

· Tadic: Barricades are unnecessary (2)

· Voluntary removal of barricades begins (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kosovo keeps its state presence at the border with Serbia

· The decision on Friday

· Vetëvendosje, alone

· Trade union shame

Other headlines

· Fines for hiding the treasure become harsher (2)

· KSF an army in 2013 (2)

· Gentilini supports the agreement on IBM (3)

· Removal of barricades starts (3)

· Jahjaga supports General Kastrati (4)

· Japan lobbies for Kosovo (4)

· Barricades block Serbia (4)

· Access on official documents, a major failure (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Salustro, guilty

· “A trying status” proposed for Serbia

· Tahiri: We have stamped the action of 25 July

· Vetëvendosje alone

Other headlines

· Pacolli mayor of honor of Louisiana capital (2)

· Krasniqi: KSF disserves to be an army (3)

· Serbs removed two barricades (3)

· KFOR welcomes opening of the roads (3)

· Bogdanovic: Removal of barricades (3)

· Krasniqi: There is no need to come to the Assembly, if it is in accordance with the law (4)

· Reichel: I strongly support the agreement reached in Brussels (5)

· Daci: They are lying. We did not integrate into the LDK (6)

· Novobërdë, the example of interethnic tolerance (5)

Express
Front page

· Positive for visas

· Musketeers of BSPK

· Unblocking starts 

Other headlines

· LDD: LDK is lying (4)

· The agreement is good also for Albania (5)

· She likes the agreement (5)

· Reichel: The agreement sends the customs officers in the north and normalizes the situation there (6)

· They refuse Vetëvendosje (6)

· Journalists threatened (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Tahiri: For the agreement, i guarantee with my name

· Serbs start removing the barricades with agreement

· LDK and AAK do not support motion of confidence
Other headlines

· Requests met prove that Serbia is normalizing relations with Kosovo (2)
· Kastrati: Barricades are  KFOR issue, KSF is becoming an army (3)

· Krasniqi does not comment agreements with Serbia (7)
· Daci: A failed attempt of LDK (9)
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