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· Thaçi fulfils promise for pay raise (dailies)

· Feith may be left without one of the hats (Koha Ditore)

· Mitrovica in a revote too (Zëri)

· Kosovo takes over CEFTA presidency (dailies)

· Hysa: The north, part of Pristina-Belgrade talks (dailies)

· Kuçi: Open for LDK (Express)

· A group of Serbs attack EULEX and OSCE staff (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi fulfils promise for pay raise (dailies)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi announced at the meeting of the Kosovo Government the decision to increase salaries of teachers by 50%, police officers by 40% while civil servants will have a 30% pay raise. Thaçi said he is aware that many people are wondering where will the Government find resources to pay for the raise but he explained that the Government intends to increase financial discipline, save more and increase billings. 
“However, pay raise will in no way affect capital investment. Not a single project will be stopped,” said Thaçi. 
Epoka e Re and Bota Sot report that Vetëvendosje has reacted against the Government’s decision and called it anti-constitutional. 

Feith may be left without one of the hats (Koha Ditore)

Head of ICO and EU Special Representative Pieter Feith may very well lose one of his posts after February when his mandate as EUSR expires. EU officials told the paper that EU foreign missions are undergoing rearrangement based on the Lisbon Treaty which is likely to result in Feith not being able to keep two posts in Kosovo. Such a move, according to the unnamed sources would lead to a faster review of the Ahtisaari’s package.

Mitrovica in a revote too (Zëri)

The paper quotes sources as saying that Mitrovica is expected to soon join the other three municipalities for a revote after the recount of ballots confirmed serious irregularities in one of the biggest cities of Kosovo. Sources from the CEC said there will be a revote in 24 polling stations in Mitrovica out of the total of 29. The revote in Mitrovica is expected to be organized for 16 January. 

Kosovo takes over CEFTA presidency (dailies)

Papers quote Ministry of Trade and Industry official responsible for CEFTA, Flamur Keqa, as saying in an interview for the BBC that Kosovo has taken over CEFTA presidency from Serbia at the start of 2011 but that this was not done through an official ceremony. Keqa however pointed out that it is not yet clear whether Kosovo will be able to use its state symbols during the presidency.

Hysa: The north, part of Pristina-Belgrade talks (dailies)

In an interview for the BBC, Kosovo Government Coordinator for Strategy for the North Ylber Hysa said there are indications from a part of the international community that the north of Kosovo will be among the topics expected to be discussed in Pristina-Belgrade talks. Hysa said that before and after the ICJ decision, there was no movement towards implementation of the strategy for the north because of waiting for resolution of problems through dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia. 

Kuçi: Open for LDK (Express)

In an interview for the paper, PDK deputy leader Hajredin Kuçi said the party has not talked to any other political party regarding the possible coalitions and said that all parties are acceptable for the PDK, including LDK. “All options are on the table and PDK has not put any red lines,” said Kuçi.

A group of Serbs attack EULEX and OSCE staff (dailies)

Two persons, one staff member of EULEX and the other of OSCE, were physically assaulted by a group of Serbs Wednesday evening in the northern part of Mitrovica, report the paper. Kosovo Police Spokesperson Besim Hoti said the incident was reported on 5 January and the assaulting group consisted of 5-6 unidentified persons who addressed the victims in Serbian asking them to present themselves and say where they were coming from. 
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