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· Thaçi invites Tadic to meet in Pristina (dailies)

· 8 policemen and several protesters injured in Sillovo protest (dailies)

· Maliqi: The lesson from Sillovo (Express)

· Haradinaj: Kosovo’s master should be a man from this country (Zëri)

· AKR leader Pacolli says Qatar will soon recognize Kosovo (dailies)

· International intervention doesn’t allow KSF to participate in KLA Epopee

· Solana says Balkans is on the right path (Koha Ditore)
· NATO to discuss possibility of reduction of presence in Kosovo in June (Zëri) 

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Thaçi invites Tadic to meet in Pristina (dailies)

Dailies report that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi participated at a debate held in Caglavica on Sunday with the topic of community issues and process of returns.  Minister for Returns and Communities, Sasa Ristic, senior advisor for community issues Srdjan Sentic and advisor for security Dukagjin Gorani also participated at this debate. 

“I invite President Tadic to instead of handcuffs and lockups to come to my office for handshakes, to the Office of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo and for inter-state cooperation,” said Thaçi. Head of Kosovo Government also invited displaced Serb citizens to return to Kosovo guaranteeing security, right on their property and financial aid.

“We should not look at each other as in the time of cold war. Our countries are not the first to have fought against each other, but it is important that we are living in peace for ten year now,” said PM Thaçi. He added that no one has ever lost anything from communication. Communication can be delayed but it will happen, he said considering this the best way of resolving problems. 

8 policemen and protesters injured in Sillovo protest (dailies)
All dailies report on the front pages that the protest by Kosovo Serbs from the village of Sillovo as a sign of dissatisfaction against power cuts by KEK escalated in violence, leaving 8 policemen and several protesters injured. Serbs said they were protesting against the lack of electricity in their village for over a week. Around 300-500 Serbs protested at the entrance of the village and tried to block the Gjilan-Bujanoc highway. Women and children also participated in the protest. Protesters used stones and heavy objects against the police, while the latter answered back with spray.
Maliqi: The lesson from Sillovo (Express)

In an opinion piece in Express, political analyst Shkelzen Maliqi writes, “the Sillovo incident is perhaps an intro into a series of incidents with the Serb minority on the eve of the United Nations Security Council session. The Government of Kosovo should wage a clear and efficient campaign proving that the incident had nothing to do with minority rights, but that it is an issue of unpaid electricity debts and an unprecedented usurpation of the limited energy resource in Kosovo.”
Haradinaj: Kosovo’s master should be a man from this country (Zëri)

Zëri reports that during a visit to, AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj criticized the current government for numerous flaws. “Those that have the mandate to govern in the name of the citizens are are responding only to daily events and based on what others tell them, we are not being governed by our own minds and for the goals we have ahead of us. This is not good for Kosovo,” said Haradinaj, adding that the time has come for “a man from this country” to decide for Kosovo.
AKR leader Pacolli says Qatar will soon recognize Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies quote AKR leader Behxhet Pacolli as saying that Qatar will soon recognize the independence of Kosovo. Pacolli told INA news agency that the recognition by Qatar is very important and that it will pave way to new recognitions. INA also reported that Pacolli has held numerous meetings with diplomats from Arab countries and other officials on the eve of the Arab League Summit.
International intervention doesn’t allow KSF to participate in KLA Epopee

Express reports that Kosovo’s institutions have made another painful concessions to the international community. Although there is no legal basis to prevent the participation of the Kosovo Security Force (KSF) to participate in the KLA Epopee, Kosovo’s institutions yielded before international pressure in Pristina.
The paper quotes unnamed sources as saying that at least one week before the KLA Epopee, representatives of international organizations and embassies in Pristina started making suggestions and requests not to invite the KSF at the event. 
Memli Krasniqi, spokesman for the Kosovo Government, told the paper that there was international pressure for the KSF not to attend the event.
Solana says Balkans is on the right path (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that on the eve of the 10th anniversary of the NATO bombing, EU High Representative Javier Solana said the Balkans is now a different region and on a good path toward NATO and the European Union. “Over these ten years, a lot has been on the process of stabilization of the Balkans. Some of the Balkans countries have joined the European Union, and others are candidates. The majority of countries have institutional links with the EU and NATO,” Solana was quoted as saying.

NATO to discuss possibility of reduction of presence in Kosovo in June (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that one year after Kosovo’s independence reduction of NATO peacekeeping forces in Kosovo could be considered a realistic option. According to this daily news on reductions of NATO presence are heard almost every daily, adding that reduction of Great Britain troops, those from Sweeden and Germany are already mentioned. 

A few days ago, KFOR General Guy himself announced that it is possible for NATO to reduce its presence in Kosovo.  German media have recently announced possibility of reduction of German troops in Kosovo. “Considering security situation in Kosovo, it seems reasonable to think about the reduction of military presence in this country,” was said at the German Ministry of Defense, however it was added that such a decision would be made in consensus with other partners at NATO. 

KFOR Spokesperson, Colonel Adriano Graciani says that he has no information about reductions of forces in Kosovo. “This is a political decision and there are no information that speak about reductions, for now. He added that the issues has been made clear by NATO SG a few days ago.
Belgrade Media Update
In clashes in Silovo 14 Serbs injured (Beta/RTS)

An incident occurred in the Kosovo village of Silovo where KPS clashed with local Serbs. Several dozen people were initially reported injured as a consequence. On duty doctor in the Silovo hospital Zoran Dimeski said that six Serbs are treated there for serious head and abdomen injuries. Kosovo Pomoravlje District chief Dragan Nikolic confirmed that dozens were injured. Serb women in this area of Kosovo do not even have electricity in their homes, said Silovo local board chairman Aleksandar Petrovic, who witnessed the incident. Kosovo police members, he said, started pushing the Serb women immediately after they left the village of Silovo, to which the men reacted. “Our goal was to organize a peaceful protest, but the Kosovo police provoked us when they stopped the column and started to push women and children who ask for nothing else than to have electricity. We reacted, and there was a clash where some 50 Serbs were injured,” Petrovic said. KPS spokesman Arber Beka claims that five members of this formation were also injured, “when Serbs gathered for the protest attacked them with stones.” Serb representatives met with Gnjilane municipal leader Cemalj Mustafa to resolve the crisis, but the meeting produced no results, Beta reports. Petrovic said that Mustafa would not even agree to restoring power to Silovo for two hours each day. “We achieved no agreement. The municipal president conditioned the restoration of electricity with us signing contracts with KEK, and at the same time, he did not answer why is it that Serb villages are being cut off, when more than 70 percent of residents in Kosovo do not pay their electricity bills,” he told Beta. 

Reports said that Kosovo Serbs who have been left without electricity for seven days have appealed on the government to help them. 
Some 5,000 Serbs in four central Kosovo villages, including Priluzje, Plementina, Babin Most and Grace, and several hundred from the village of Silovo near Gnjilane, have suffered power cuts because of unpaid bills that date back to 1999, according to a company in charge of Kosovo’s electrical system, KEK. The Serbs want Belgrade to start negotiating with those in Kosovo with jurisdiction in the matter. The power cuts, initially caused by grid failures that KEK refuses to repair, have caused water shortages, while normal work of schools and local health centers has been distrupted. Sasa Aleksic, who represents Serbs from Priluzje, said the people there cannot pay the bills. He also said that OSCE, KFOR and EULEX all said they had no jurisdiction in the problem and refused to help. 
Bogdanovic: Kosovo authorities causing catastrophe and pressuring Serbs (Tanjug)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic has stated that the provincial authorities are causing humanitarian catastrophe by electric power cuts, and are exerting huge pressure on the Kosovo Serbs to integrate with the pseudo-state. Bogdanovic told Tanjug that because of those power shortages, the Serbs are forced to throw away their groceries, they have no water, the health protection in local centers is endangered, and it is questionable if the school pupils in those villages will have the conditions to attend the classes. All this indicates that we are on the verge of a humanitarian catastrophe, said Bogdanovic, adding that the Serbian government is doing everything in its power to help the Kosovo Serbs through competent institutions.
USA wishing for good relations with Serbia (Beta)

The economic and political relations of Serbia and USA should be more productive, regardless of the differences regarding Kosovo, believes American expert for the Balkans Roy Stafford. He stated for the Voice of America that the main obstacle for Belgrade on its road towards the EU is still Ratko Mladic. According to Stafford, notwithstanding the disputable Kosovo issue, and in spite of sometimes fierce rhetoric, USA and Serbia have a good economic cooperation. We believe that Serbia is the most important actor in the region and we wish for good relations with Belgrade, said Stafford, while pointing to very good military relations between the two countries. He also stated that with regards to the Balkans, there will be no major changes in the policy of President Obama’s administration, as well as that State Secretary Hillary Clinton has recently confirmed during a meeting with Kosovo officials that the policy of former President George W. Bush will be continued, in view of Kosovo and the Balkans.
Tachi ready to meet Tadic (Blic)
Kosovo Premier Hashim Tachi has stated that he is ready to receive Serbian President Boris Tadic, under the condition that Tadic arrives on a visit to Kosovo institutions. All public people are obliged to respect laws when entering or leaving the republic of Kosovo, Tachi said in Caglavica in a speech on communities and the return process in answer to the question on whether he would issue an order on banning Tadic to enter Kosovo. 

Kosovo Albanian illegals deported from Austria (Tanjug)

The Austrian authorities said they had organized a group deportation of Kosovo Albanians earlier this week. A charter plane was rented for the purpose, which took 20 persons who were staying in Austria illegally back to Kosovo. Two of them had criminal convictions. All were previously refused asylum requests. Last year, a total of 302 Kosovo illegals were deported in a similar manner, while 424 persons chose to return voluntarily. Only 32 asylum seekers from Kosovo were granted positive responses by Austria’s authorities in 2008.
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