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Main Stories                                  7 July 2009
__________________________________________________
· Toptan: Turkey fully supports Kosovo (dailies)

· Government amends decision on meat imports (dailies)

· Government pledges €300,000 for reconstruction in Mitrovica (dailies)

· Kosovo far from implementing Millennium Development Goals (Zëri)

· Remi gives up authority to face court (Koha Ditore) 

· Sutanovac thanks Romania for support on Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Toptan: Turkey fully supports Kosovo (dailies)

During a visit to Kosovo, Turkey’s Assembly Speaker Koksal Toptan stated his country will continue to lobby for recognition of Kosovo’s independence in all international forums, will support Kosovo’s territorial integrity, and will encourage Turkish businessmen to invest in Kosovo. “I advise my Kosovar friends not to be overly concerned with lobbying and fearing the advisory decision of the International Court of Justice because the number of Kosovo recognitions already totals 60 and cannot go back to 59. 

Toptan was received with highest state honours and met first with his Kosovar counterpart, Jakup Krasniqi. Toptan also met President Fatmir Sejdiu, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, and also addressed the members of the Kosovo Assembly.
Government amends decision on meat imports (dailies)

The papers report that the Government of Kosovo has decided to amend Administrative Direction 07/2009 on meat imports, to the effect that companies from which meat is imported are no longer required to be international. Koha Ditore quotes the Kosovo business community as stating that the change is only “cosmetic” and that the local meat producers insist on removal of item numbers 7 and 8 of the decision.

Government pledges €300,000 for reconstruction in Mitrovica (dailies)
Kosovo Government has allocated €300,000 for reconstruction of houses in Mitrovica. The decision was announced by Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi in the government’s cabinet meeting. Thaçi stated that return to property is a legitimate right of everyone and that the reconstruction of houses in Mitrovica has created a new climate of interethnic communication and integration. 

Kosovo far from implementing Millennium Development Goals (Zëri)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon presented in Geneva the report on the implementation of Millenium Development Goals across the world and notes that  progress has been slow on most of the goals that are to be implemented by 2015. The paper adds that even though the Kosovo Assembly approved the Resolution on Millenium Development Goals in October 2008, it has a long way to go in implementing the objectives of the Resolution. 
Remi gives up authority to face court (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Chairman of the Assembly Security Group, Rrustem Mustafa, handed over all his institutional and political authorities on Monday, in order to once again face allegations of war crimes committed by him in Kosovo during 1998-1999. This daily reports that a day before the start of the trial at the District Court in Pristina, Mustafa fulfilled all institutional obligations at the Assembly. 

Mustafa, together with two ex-KLA soldiers, Nazif Mehmeti and Latif Gashi, will face international judges on Tuesday regarding the accusations for which they were already judged once in a lengthy process, report dailies. 
Sutanovac thanks Romania for support on Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 
Epoka e Re reports that Serbia’s Minister of Defence Dragan Sutanovac on Monday thanked the Romanian Government for its support offered to Serbia in the process of European integrations and on the stance of non-recognition of Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence. 

Sutanovac, at a press conference after the meeting with Romanian Minister of Defence, Mihail Stanishor, stated that Serbia’s best bilateral relations in the region are with Romania, particularly because of its support on Kosovo. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Turkey offers full support to the state of Kosovo
· “Cosmetic” changes to the decision on meat import

· Daci: The President is nothing but Thaçi’s spokesperson

· Energy experts draw a red line for the Government  

Other headlines

· Approval for ambassadors to be requested next week (3)

· Remi hands over authority to face justice (6) 

· “Democracy in Action” coalition wants to monitor elections (7)

· CEC issues deadline to Serb municipalities (7)

· Blerim Shala: Scenario B of Kosovo diplomacy (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Will local elections of 15 November be monitored through cameras?

· Toptan: Turkey to lobby for new recognitions of Kosovo

· Government drops Article 8, meat producers still not satisfied
· Pristina backs the EC on the decision of Kosovars not getting visas with Serb passports

· Retrial of Llap Group to begin today

Other headlines

· Government pledges €300,000 for reconstruction of houses in Mitrovica (2)

· Kosovo is a long way ahead in meeting Millennium Development Goals (4)

· KLA war veterans oppose retrial of Llap Group (5)

· Energy experts ask for referendum on Kosova e Re power plant (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Turkey: Conference on Kosovo in September

· Government yields to meat producers 

· Editorial: Meat directive

Other headlines

· Kosovar politics hail EC’s restrictions (2)

· Appointments with Municipal Election Commission approved (5)

· Llap Group to begin retrial today (8) 

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Gjeloshi: I am PSHDK leader, not Marku

· Llap Group to face justice once again

· Toptan: Turkey will help the state of Kosovo

· Government pledges €300,000 for return of all displaced persons in Mitrovica

· Pristina Airport cashes in €3.5 million in six months

Other headlines

· Haradinaj is first to congratulate Berisha (2)

· Sutanovac thanks Romania for support on Kosovo (2)

· Invalid Serb passports for Kosovo citizens, right decision (3)

· Ombudsperson gets acquainted with problems of Mitrovica citizens (5)

Express
Front page

· Discouraging results

· A border police 

· Meta: He offered me the Prime Minister post

· Remi to face EULEX

· Mirena: Remove Morina

Other headlines

· Haxhiu: An unauthorized portrait (3)

· Serbs are are holding up their development (4)

· A just decision of the European Commission (5)

· Pacolli announces that 15 countries are soon to recognize Kosovo (6)

· Kosovo, key to stability (6)

Lajm
Front page

· The key to peace is in Europe 

· Decision on (non-) accreditation of Universities on Tuesday

· The second file, more powerful 

· Not available for Kosovo citizens 

· Referendum for “Kosova e Re” 

Other headlines

· Thaçi to visit Croatia (2)

· Help for return and integration in the divided city (2)

· Criticism regarding dysfunctional chain of command  at police (4)

· Rector to be nominated today (5)

· Draws back after pressure (6)

· Political advisor to lead KTA (7)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Toptan: Kosovo is European key of peace 

· Çams were ignored and humiliated by leftists

· Praise about war against crime, evasion increases

· Dervishi: Once upon a time, there was a socialist party

· A distasteful demonstration of Vetëvendosja

Other headlines

· European remarks regarding Assembly discussed (2)

· Three northern municipalities out of local elections preparedness (3)

· Rama threatens non-recognition of election results (4)

· Law for Kosovo Police is not being implemented (7)

· Historic connections between Turkey and Kosovo (8)

· Kosova e Re should be a public property (10)

Infopress
Front page

· A Turkey-Kosovo model

· Kosovo Government determined for return of Albanians to the north

· Airport attains €3.5 million net profit for the first six months

· Isa’s plan for “Ibrahim Rugova” square fails

Other headlines

· Additional €300,000 for Mitrovica (3)

· A just decision (4)

· LPK again on the scene (4)

· There were no negotiations with Belgrade (5)

· Aliu: Responsibility (5)

· Experts on “Kosova e Re’ do not agree (6)

· For a different future (7)

Belgrade Media Highlights
6 July 2009
· Jeremic: We Are Returning Kosovo to the Negotiating Table

· Cvetkovic: We Are Heading In a Good Direction

· Declaration for Dismissal of Minister for Religion

Jeremic: We Are Returning Kosovo to the Negotiating Table

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated all efforts of Serbian diplomacy are aimed at preventing a larger wave of recognition of Kosovo, which is the reason for which it is attempting to persuade the world’s countries to await the decision of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). He stated that the intention is for Serbia to get the Albanians back to the negotiating table. In an interview with Vecernje Novosti, Jeremic assessed that one part of the international community that supports an independent Kosovo intends to obtain further recognitions of Kosovo’s independence in an attempt make the ICJ decision senseless, in the event that the number of countries which recognize Kosovo becomes greater than half of the total number of UN member states. Jeremic observed that pressures might rise as the day of the ICJ decision is nearing. He expressed his expectation that the ICJ will issue an advisory opinion in favor of Serbia.

Cvetkovic: We Are Heading In a Good Direction

Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic has assessed that his cabinet has in the past year made positive steps in all program segments on which the government was formed, but that due to the  world economic crisis, he had to postpone realization of some set development plans, Vecernje Novosti reports. “When it comes to the EU, the positive steps are primarily reflected in the fact that we are well on the way to being on the white Schengen list. I am also optimistic regarding the possibility of unblocking the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA)”, Cvetkovic stated. As regards Kosovo, he pointed to the significance of transferring the status issue from the political sphere to the sphere of international law by taking Serbia’s grievance to the International Court of Justice. 

Declaration for Dismissal of Minister for Religion

Several Bosniak parties, organizations and institutions, organized by the Meshihat of the Islamic community in Serbia and the chief mufti Muamer Zukorlic, held a gathering in Novi Pazar, where they adopted a declaration which requests the dismissal of the Serbian Minister for Religion Bogoljub Sijakovic, cessation of continued violation of human and religious rights of Bosniak-Muslims in Serbia, and the disruption of economic discrimination towards Sandzak, Vecernje Novosti writes. The Declaration demands that Sandzak, with its specific features and in adherence to the European principles of decentralization and regionalization, should be a single region with headquarters in Novi Pazar. They concluded that a procedure should be launched for amending the Serbian Constitution in line with the declaration of the Bosniak political parties adopted at a similar gathering in 2006.

The deputies of the two most influential Sandzak parties in the Serbian Parliament have assessed that the Declaration of the Islamic community in Serbia, represented by the mufti Muamer Zukorlic, on the state of human and religious rights of Bosniaks and Muslims residing in Serbia, is more of a political stand, Serbian Radio and Television (RTS) reports. The representatives of the Bosniak List for a European Sandzak of Sulejman Ugljanin did not attend the gathering despite being invited, while the representative of the Sandzak Democratic Party and Serbian MP Munir Poturak, who attended the gathering, refused to sign the declaration. The Serbian MP of the Bosniak List Esad Dzudzevic told Tanjug that the stand regarding the violation of religious rights of Bosniaks in Serbia, in his opinion, is disputable and that such an assessment cannot be found in the reports of any international organization.

The Rijaset of the Islamic community of Serbia voiced satisfaction with the unity of the most influential Bosniak political parties in Serbia, and assessing as unacceptable the interference of religious leaders in the country’s political affairs, RTS reports.
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