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· Thaçi: Conclusions with Serbia need not be approved by Assembly (Koha)

· Hungary warns that Kosovo should not remain a black hole (dailies)

· Pacolli expects recognitions from African countries soon (Express)

· Few Kosovars see benefits from talks with Serbia (dailies)

· Government is not fighting the mafia (Zëri)

· ICO reacts against Capussela (Koha)

· Capussela welcomes the reaction of ICO (Koha)

· Bllaca handcuffs another four friends (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi: Conclusions with Serbia need not be approved by Assembly (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi has made it clear that the agreements reached with Serbia on Saturday in Brussles will not be ratified in the Kosovo Assembly.  He addedm, that the responsibility to implement them lies with the Government. The head of the Kosovo Government accepted Thursday, after a Government meeting to seat with journalists and answer questions. He did not mention the term for compliance, but he said the agreements are interstate, and due to this according to Prime Minister there is no need for them to be approved by the Kosovo Assembly. “They are the responsibilities of the authorities in Kosovo. International agreements are ratified in Kosovo Parliament, but these are international conclusions from joint meetings”, said Prime Minister Thaçi. The Prime Minister did not feel comfortable to talk about compliance and how they are going to be implemented.

Hungary warns that Kosovo should not remain a black hole (dailies)
Several dailies report that Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has sent a memorandum to leaders of other EU member states calling on them to implement further efforts for the quick continuation of the enlargement process with the Western Balkans countries. Orban, in his letter, supported the start of the visa liberalization process with Kosovo and warned that Kosovo should not remain a black hole on Europe’s map.

“It cannot remain a ‘black hole’ on the map of Europe; therefore, we need to strengthen Kosovo’s European perspective. We are all aware that this is very difficult because not all EU member states have recognized Kosovo, but we can make progress in areas such as the adoption of a visa liberalization roadmap,” Orban wrote. 

Pacolli expects recognition from African countries soon (Express)

Express reports that Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli is expecting new countries to recognize the Republic of Kosovo.  During his visit in Africa he met with several African state representatives who have indicated their intent.  This week in Paris his office issued a communiqué saying that he met with representatives of Benin and Togo. “Mr. Pacolli received confirmation that new recognitions by several African states are only a matter of days,” it was said in the communiqué. 

Few Kosovars see benefits from talks with Serbia (dailies)

All dailies report that the UNDP mission in Kosovo published the Public Pulse Report on Wednesday. Koha Ditore highlights that only 29 percent of Kosovars see benefits from dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia. The UNDP director in Pristina, Sanaka Samarsinha, said another 29 percent said dialogue was damaging and very damaging for Kosovo and around a quarter of respondents said dialogue between the two countries is neither good nor damaging for Kosovo. Express reports that the Public Pulse Report carries alarming figures about the economic situation in the country, indicating that employment in the public sector is done through bribes and family connections.

Government is not fighting the mafia (Zëri)

Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that the Government of Kosovo is not showing readiness to sponsor the anti-mafia law which would create mechanisms for confiscating the wealth of all officials who became millionaires in a very short period of time. Delays in drafting the law are said to be intentional out of fear that certain government and municipal officials could be punished during the implementation of the law. The paper notes that Kosovo remains the only country in the region with problems in confiscating illegal wealth due to the lack of a basic law that would oblige authorities to confiscate such wealth.

ICO reacts against Capussela (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the International Civilian Office has reacted today through a press communiqué in connection with the increased claims for misuses in the expropriation of socially owned land. Former head of the economic unit of ICO, Andrea Capussela, wrote a letter to Koha Ditore, in which he explained the accusations made against the ICO for the alleged violations of laws in the case of donation of socially owned land to the American University of Kosovo AUK from the Kosovo Government.  The statement read: “We understand that the land expropriation in Hajvali is for the purpose of building an educational complex which would also house the American University in Kosovo (AUK). The International Civilian Office has repeatedly made its views known on this matter to the relevant authorities over the past months: as we have said on other issues, there must be full respect for the law. We will continue to engage constructively with the Government in the interests of proper procedure and the public benefit that is expected to be served by this transaction. It is also our view that in recent public statements, Mr. Andrea Capussela has breached the duties of confidentiality undertaken during his employment with the ICO, duties which continue after his dismissal from service. We believe the account of events presented is partial and contains a number of significant inaccuracies which appear to have the overall aim of discrediting the ICO. The ICO, in consultation with other interested parties, is therefore considering appropriate legal steps”, says at the end of the statement released from ICO.

Capussela welcomes the reaction of ICO (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that former ICO official Andrea Lorenzo Capussela has welcomed the reaction of International Civilian Office towards his writings in Koha Ditore. “I am encouraged to read – in the press communiqué about my article about the agreement with AUK, ICO believes that ‘here must be full respect for the law” and that ‘it will continue to engage constructively with the Government in the interests of proper procedure and the public benefit’. At the end this is to be understood that ICO now thinks that not everything that has to do with this agreement could be in accordance with the law and signals the aim to find the its suspicion aspects of it and if necessary to discuss with authorities about the way of its correction”
Bllaca handcuffs another four friends (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that four of the 12 accused from Nazim Bllaca for heavy crimes, including murder, were arrested Wednesday. Shpresim Uka, Driton Hajdari, Shaban Syla and Sadik Abazi have been arrested by EULEX police.  Meanwhile, Bekim Syla has manged to escape from the police. Shpresim Uka is suspected for serious murder and two attempted murders.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Bllaca “handcuffs” another four friends
· Thaçi: “Conclusions” with Serbia need not be approved by Assembly

· Hungary warns Kosovo should not remain a black hole in Europe’s map

· Few Kosovars see benefits from talks with Serbia
· Krasniqi: Kosovar justice should deal with lawsuit against Thaçi

· Capusella welcomes ICO’s reaction

· No budget review this year

· Government allocated excessive budget to CEC for elections

· KEK to residents of the north: Refuse illegal operators

Other headlines

· ICO reacts against Capussella (4)
· Croatia strongly supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity (6)

· Representatives of ex-UCPMB skeptical over Kosovo-Serbia agreements (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Government does not fight the mafia
· Bllaca takes another four people with him

· Through law and no fists, Florin

· The dream from Bansko

· Implementation starts immediately

Other headlines

· Shefkiu: On teeth and fists (2)
· Mini-summit on July 12th (2)

· Hoxhaj on an official visit to Italy (2)

· ICO considers legal steps against Capusella (2)

· Croatia and Kosovo, with no unresolved issues (4)

· Promises for recognitions from African states (4)

· Thaçi turns to new recognitions (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· New recognitions are expected

· Editorial: Measuring the pulse 

· Salihaj: They tried to kill me

· Del Ponte could lead investigations into Marty’s allegations

· Orban: Kosovo should receive roadmap

Other headlines
· Thaçi: Assembly doesn’t have to ratify conclusions with Serbia (2)
· Jahjaga: We are a model for gender equality (4)

· Foreign Minister Hoxhaj visits Italy (4)

· Thaçi accuses Krasniqi for violent language (4)

· Vetëvendosje MP threatens the Prime Minister (4)

· The north, an oasis of economic crime (6)

· Kosovar exporters at risk (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· I found the ministry as a LDK branch

· Thaçi expects new recognition after the resolution of OIC

· Pacolli does not stop lobbying 

· Daka leads working group for the elections reform

Other headlines

· Kosovo to be given the guide for visa liberalization (4)

· Ivanov gathers Balkan leaders in Ohrid (2)

· Thaçi: Vocabulary of Florin Krasniqi, of blackmail and violence (7)

Express
Front page

· Bllaca expansion

· He breaks Thaçis teeth

· Does not talk for reciprocity 

Other headlines

· For and against agreements  (5)

· Expects recognitions from Africa (5)

· Lobbys for Kosovo (6)

· Jahjaga in teh Ohrid summit (6)
· ICO legally against Capussela (9)

· Del Ponte can investigate (9)
· Alarm of UNDP (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Fahredin Gashi has accused Ramush Haradinaj for all the crimes in Kosovo

· Thaçi: We are not hiding the agreement conclusions with Serbia

Other headlines

· Deputy prime Minister Pacolli in paris, recognitions from African countries issue of days  (2)

· Gender equality aspiration of democracy in Kosovo (3)

· Croatia and Kosovo do not have unsolved issues (3)

· Assembly and the Government are playing “table tennis” between themselves (4)
· Orban: The dialogue with Kosovo for visa liberalization to get started (7)
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