[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                     7 October 2010
__________________________________________________
· Thaçi: Another eight years as prime minister (dailies)

· The opposition rejects the idea of early elections in January (Zëri)

· Ramadani: If CEC violates the law, we will send them to the Constitutional Court (Koha Ditore)

· Halimi: EULEX has arrested Serbs wanted by Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· De Kermabon: I was never requested to stop the actions of EULEX (Koha)

· Secretary Clinton confirms visit (dailies)

· Giffoni: The parties decide (Express)

· Two Serbian ministers visit northern Mitrovica (dailies)

· Lunacek: Visas for Kosovo will be discussed without losing time (Epoka e Re) 

· Reconstruction in Kroi i Vitakut continues (Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi: Another eight years as prime minister (dailies)

Koha Ditore writes that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi believes he will remain in the post for the eight coming years. Asked to comment on early elections, Thaçi replied that he would not comment, on this occasion, as he was in a government capacity. However, when the journalists pressed on and asked when they could find him at the PDK offices, Thaçi said, “In eight years time”. The papers interpret the statement as meaning that Thaçi intends to remain Prime Minister for the two coming mandates. 

The opposition rejects the idea of early elections in January (Zëri)

Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that opposition parties, the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK), the Democratic League of Dardania (LDD) and the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR) are rejecting the idea of holding early parliamentary elections on January 30th. AAK secretary general Burim Ramadani told the paper that there is a very short period to prepare a good election process and added that the cold weather could be a serious problem. AKR deputy leader Ibrahim Makolli said that February would be a better time to hold elections and to have sufficient time to establish new institutions according to constitutional timeframes. 
Ramadani: If CEC violates the law, we will send them to the Constitutional Court (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) appealed to the Central Elections Commission (CEC) to “respect the Law on elections, by not certifying political parties that did not hold their conventions within the 36 months.” AAK has threatened that if CEC does not act according to the law, and certifies some party without holding internal elections, they will send CEC to the Constitutional Court. The secretary general of this party Burim Ramadani said that the current situation in Kosovo is a consequence of not respecting the Constitution. 

Halimi: EULEX has arrested Serbs wanted by Serbia (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that within a week two arrests were conducted in the northern part of Kosovo, one of the arrested was released on bail while the other received a 15-day detention measure. “The prosecutor has presented a document which says that my client is wanted in Serbia for serious penal cases and that an arrest warrant has been issued through Interpol,” Mahmut Halimi, an attorney for Srdjan Vulovic, one of the arrested, told the paper. EULEX confirmed the existence of an international arrest warrant but added that the two Serbs are also wanted for serious crimes in Kosovo, too.

De Kermabon: I was never requested to stop the actions of EULEX (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore carries an interview with the outgoing Head of EULEX Yves de Kermabon. He is proud that his successor, Xavier Bout de Marnhac, is taking on a functional mission which will achieve concrete results in this period. De Kermabon said that he was never requested from anyone to stop, or to postpone, an action of EULEX of over many other developments. “We act without any political or diplomatic interference, or any other interference. It is true that our actions can have effects in the political environment, but in doing that [our work] we only help the political processes. I will tell you once and for all, I don’t accept political interferences in the work of this mission and I believe my successor will act the same”, said de Kermabon. 

Secretary Clinton confirms visit (dailies)

The U.S. State Department has confirmed that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton will visit three Balkan countries, including Kosovo, in the coming week. “Secretary of State Clinton will travel to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Kosovo and Brussels from 11 to 14 October,” said State Department Spokesperson Phillip Crowley.

Giffoni: The parties decide (Express)

The representative of the European Union for the north of Kosovo, Italian Ambassador in Pristina, Michael Giffoni, stated that he does not believe that internal developments in Kosovo will be an obstacle for the start of the talks between Pristina and Belgrade for the issues of common interest. The Italian Ambassador did not accept to make comments regarding if the north of Kosovo will be part of the discussion between Kosovo and Serbia. He said that it is up to the parties, of course with the facilitation of Brussels, to talk about the content of the issues which will be discussed.

Two Serbian ministers visit northern Mitrovica (dailies)

Dailies report that two ministers of the Serbian Government stayed in the northern part of Mitrovica on Wednesday to attend the 40th anniversary of the celebration of the Mitrovica University. Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi, whose office receives requests for visits by Serbian officials, confirmed that the two Serbian ministers did not ask for permission to enter Kosovo. “They didn’t ask for permission to enter Kosovo. We have an agreement with EULEX to ban all Serbs who don’t ask for permission to enter Kosovo, as was the case with several officials on Sunday,” Kuçi was quoted as saying.
Lunacek: Visas for Kosovo will be discussed without losing time (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Euro-Deputy Ulrike Lunacek said visas for Albania and Bosnia should be removed today, despite the fear of their employment in EU. While when Kosovo is concerned, she said that the issue “should be discussed without losing time.” Lunacek said that on 8 July “the entire European Parliament made it clear that now the Commission should also set the guidelines for Kosovo,” or the first steps for the removal of visas. She said that from the contacts with Kosovo authorities, she is continuously assured of the work that is being done on this direction.  

Reconstruction in Kroi i Vitakut continues (Kosova Sot)

Mitrovica Mayor Avni Kastrati met representatives of Kroi i Vitakut neighbourhood in north Mitrovica whose houses are close to the area inhabited by members of the Serb community who prevented them from reconstructing their houses. The Director of Public Services in Mitrovica Rasim Veseli said the municipality and the Government will undertake reconstruction of all those houses in which their owners wish to return.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Kermabon: I was never asked to stop EULEX actions

· LDK without arguments to refute Bukoshi

· Halimi: EULEX arrests Serbs wanted by Serbia

· Kosovo still in the initial phase of visa liberalization

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Another eight years as Prime Minister (5)

· Ramadani: If CEC violates the law, we will send it to Court (5)

· Hyseni: Process of recognitions is not at risk (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Opposition doesn’t want to vote in January

· Growing tensions in the LDK

· Parties want cameras in elections

· PDK in the Constitutional Court

· Bujar Bukoshi is triumphant 

Other headlines

· Political situation is no obstacle for dialogue (2)

· Germany to pay more attention to dialogue (2)

· Clinton to visit Kosovo next week (3)

· Berisha calls on Israel to recognize Kosovo (3)

· Chaos in the north (4)

Kosova Sot 
Front page

· Hillary Clinton, next week in Pristina

· Elections, on 6 February?

· Editorial: Conditional votes and ECAC

Other headlines

· LDK leans toward open voting for president (2)

· Kosovo and Switzerland sign cooperation agreement (2)

· AAK, letter to Krasniqi and Daka (3)

· Greece reviews recognition of Kosovo after dialogue with Serbia (4)

· Berisha asks Israel to recognise independence of Kosovo (4)

· Czech Republic decides to withdraw troops from KFOR (4)

· War associations ask the Assembly to pass the law (4)

· No obstacles for Giffoni (4)

· €7 million for first segment, landowners appeal to the court (6)

· Reconstruction in Kroi i Vitakut continues (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Beginning of anarchy’s end

· Hillary Clinton comes to Kosovo

· Thaçi announced long reign in power

· Bukoshi wins battle against Manaj

· AAK asks for elections in spring

Other headlines

· Berisha: Israel to take into consideration Kosovo issue (2)

· Indonesia hails positive developments in Kosovo (2)

· Lunacek: Visas for Kosovo to be discussed without wasting time (2)

· Papandreu: I am in contact with Hashim Thaçi (2)

· Recognitions will not stop (3)

· Law on war values to enter into force on 1 January (4)

Express
Front page

· Rely on branches

· The second in the north

· The expelled 

· Thaçi’s optimism

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Thaçi’s challenge is PDK (2)

· Papandreou: I am in contact with Hashim Thaçi (4)

· France does not interfere (4)

· Slovakia is not considering recognition (4)

· Hrebickova: Dissatisfactions are increasing (4)

· Albania promises help (5)

· Confirms the visit (6)

· Parties decide (6)

· Hyseni: Developments do not risk recognitions (6)

· PTK, next year (10)

Lajm

Front page

· Operation started

· Giffoni: The north is not a separate issue

· Clinton comes to Kosovo

· Rushing for conventions

Other headlines

· Topi met with CEC delegation (2)

· Papandreou: We want to help the dialogue (2)

· LDK leadership discussed the election process within the party (3)

· Sejdiu met French Ambassador Fitou (3)

· Date of elections remains an enigma (3)

· No response on mass graves (4)

· Governing strategy against trafficking (4)

· Switzerland promises help for Kosovo (5)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Thaçi: I will be in power also for eight more years

· The chaos in north of Kosovo unbearable, frustration towards the exploitation
Other headlines

· Topi and Berisha requested from Israel to recognize Kosovo  (2) 

· Political and financial agreement, Kosovo-Switzerland (3)

· Cooperation Albania-Kosovo, example for the region (4)

· Lunacek: Visas for Kosovo (7)

· AAK rejects that the elections to take place in January (9)
· Hillary Clinton next week visits Kosovo and the region (11)
InfoPress 
Front page

· Strategy about visas, next week
· Bukoshi accuses Sejdiu
Other headlines 
· They want the threshold of 3 percent (2)

· The man after independence (3)

· Clinton, next week in Kosovo (3)

· Sejdiu trying to manipulate elections in LDK (4)

· MEF, 52 million just for “image” (6)
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