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· PDK only 2 percent ahead of LDK (Koha Ditore)

· Hundreds of international observers in elections (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo loses 20 million Euros aid from EU (Koha Ditore)

· WikiLeaks: Georgia frightened by independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· EU: Pristina – Belgrade discussions after elections (Zëri) 

· Slovakia, optimistic for Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Zëri)

· Ivanovic: Discussions could last ten years (Zëri) 

· Distribution of new license plates begins (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

PDK only 2 percent ahead of LDK (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that if it is to believe the newest published poll, the mood of the Kosovar electorate in the first week of the electoral campaign shows PDK as most preferred, but with only 2 percent more than LDK, while the Vetëvendosje movement comes as the third force in the country. But, according to this poll made by the Foreign Policy Club, the most preferred leader is no longer the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, but is the new Head of LDK, Isa Mustafa, while the Vetëvendosja Leader is ranked as the third one. In the poll, which had 1050 Albanian respondents and included a range of all the municipalities inhabited by Albanians, in the period from 1-4 December 2010, PDK comes first with 30 percent, LDK second with 28 percent, Vetëvendosje third with 16 percent, AAK fourth with 12 percent, AKR fifth with 7 percent and FAIR sixth with 6 percent. According to the poll, which has a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percent, LDD comes last with 1 percent and will not pass the election limit.

Hundreds of international observers in elections (Koha Ditore)

EU Representative in Kosovo and head of the ICO Pieter Feith has coordinated a team of 120 groups consisting of officials from foreign embassies in Kosovo and officials of his office who will monitor the elections process and report back to him. The total number of observers is not yet decided. Apart from embassy officials, Feith’s teams will also have diplomats from other EU countries and from the Western Balkans region. 

Kosovo loses 20 million Euros aid from EU (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that for Kosovo it was not easy to become a member of International Monetary Fund (IMF), while now, because of the political situation and electoral campaign, it risks the deterioration of relations with this organization and as a result, with it financial aid from the European Union that has been allocated for Kosovo.  Sources from the EU have said that they have now been informed about the big promises which have been given in the electoral campaign in Kosovo, for the realization of which Kosovo does not have funds, but they don’t want to pronounce themselves publicly about this, while not wanting to get involved in the electoral campaign. However, in the EU what they are saying without hesitation is that if Kosovo does not fulfill the agreement with the IMF it will lose the second part of the macroeconomic financial aid of the EU, of about 20 million Euros and in the future other aid from European Union remains doubtful.

WikiLeaks: Georgia frightened by independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvilli has been put in an uncomfortable position before and after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence.  Saakashvilli was called on by the Russian leader Vladimir Putin to come out against the independence of Kosovo and in exchange Russia would leave Georgia at peace with two separatist provinces of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. A diplomatic message that the paper claims to be in possession of, and that is to be published by WikiLeaks in the coming days, claims that the Georgian president asked senior US official Nicholas Burns for Kosovo not to declare independence saying that in such a case, Russia would act against the two separatist provinces of Georgia.

EU: Pristina – Belgrade discussions after elections (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the discussions between Pristina and Belgrade on technical issues of joint interest cannot start before the creation of the new Kosovo institutions, deriving from the extraordinary elections of 12 December of this year. According to EU officials, discussions are not expected to start before the end of this year, despite the announcements of Belgrade media of the possibility of a high level meeting on 18 December. These officials announced to the BBC that constant preparations are being made for the start of the dialogue, considered as important for peace, sustainability and security of the region.

Slovakia, optimistic for Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Zëri)

Slovakian Foreign Minister Mikulas Dzurinda said dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade is possible. In an interview for Slovak paper Pravda, Dzurinda reiterated the country’s stance that disagreements between Kosovo and Serbia cannot be resolved through a unilateral declaration of independence. “What could today be unreal may very well be real tomorrow. We have to influence them to talk and come to a sustainable solution,” Dzurinda said. 

Ivanovic: Discussions could last ten years (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the permanent secretary at Serbia’s Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, announced that discussions between Pristina and Belgrade should start as soon as possible, while Belgrade, according to him, will soon come up with a negotiating platform, based on Serbia’s Constitution. “There are many things that are not directly related to the Constitution of Serbia and Kosovo’s status. We should start with easier issues. Nevertheless, the sensitive issues will be reached,” said Ivanovic. “And the end of these discussions is not that close, because these discussions will last for a long time, five, six or even ten years.” 

Distribution of new license plates begins (dailies)

The paper reports that a contingent of 240,000 license plates with the logo “RKS” are expected to be distributed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs within one year. The government, for the purchase of these number plates, has announced the winning consortium, who requested 1.7 million Euros. To also equip the Serbs with these plates, Minster Rexhepi requests the understanding of the Serb government. “We have informed all the states in the region of the new number plates and we are not expecting problems, except from the northern neighbour, Serbia. We are happy that finally the number plates arrived”, emphasized Rexhepi.  

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
· Front page

· Kosovo loses €20 million aid from EU

· Acting president Krasniqi admits he is campaigning 

· WikiLeaks: Georgia’s fear from independence of Kosovo

Other headlines

· PDK only 2% ahead of LDK (2)

· Hundreds of international observers in elections (2)

· Kurti: People of Kosovo should be freed from these politicians (4)

· FAIR: Government campaigning, has forgotten victims of floods (4)

· Thaçi: Once you lose power, it is difficult to get it back (5)

· Hamiti: Mustafa, sign of LDK and Kosovo today, as Rugova yesterday (6)

· Çeku: The world is asking for a clean government (6)

· AAK: Government destroyed values that we built together (7)

· Distribution of new license plates begins (9)

· Robelli: In the couch of the tyrant (10)

· Zogiani: Who is the reformer here? (11)

Zëri
Front page

· Patriotism transforms into campaign

· Europe comes on 12 December

· Krasniqi: I am silently campaigning 

· EU: Pristina-Belgrade after elections 

· Talks could last ten years 

· Millionaires contenders for Parliament  

Other headlines

· Slovakia, optimistic for dialogue (2)

· Krasniqi, monitoring in the north too (2)

· Belgrade splitting Kosovo Serbs (2)

· Stones at PDK gathering (5)

· Kryeziu: There are no corrupted people in our list (5)

· Kurti: Snow will melt on 12 December (6)

· AKR engaged for a respectable government (6)

· FAIR: Fight against corruption and economic development (6)

· CEC accredits another 9,329 observers (6)

· Vetëvendosje: We will establish customs in the north (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Around 32,000 observers in elections 

· No idea on privatisation 

· Editorial: Big debate absent in the campaign    

Other headlines

· Talks, condition for integration (2)

· Bogdanovic calls on Serbs not to take part in elections (4)

· Slovakia doesn’t change stance on Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Government with clean hands (4)

· Thaçi: Yes to America, No to populism (8)

· Deda: They embarrassed us before Europe (8)

· Mustafa: We will extend authority throughout the territory (9)

· Shala promises revival under Haradinaj’s governance (10)

· LDD promises change of situation in Mitrovica (11)

· AKR signs agreement with diaspora (11)

· Kurti guarantees citizen equality under Vetëvendosje (12)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· First Kosovo

· Thaçi: No coalition with LDK, neither with AAK

· Shala: AAK will make Kosovo a successful state

· Kurti: Illegal wealth of governors will become wealth of citizens

· Daci praises himself and Drenica

· Fair: We will pay major attention to agriculture

Other headlines

· Ahtisaari: Serbs are guilty for everything that happened in former Yugoslavia (2)

· Kosovo with new license plates (2)

· Ivanovic: says that Pristina – Belgrade discussions could last longer (2)

· DSS: Discussions with Pristina should be lead by Ministry for Kosovo (2) 

· Guarantee clean governance (7)

· Ferati says that LDK has a good program (12)

Express

Front page

· Unlimited debts

· With stones against PDK

· Institutions under the shadow of campaign 

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Vote-Leaks (2)

· PDK favoured (4)

· Dialogue, after institutions (4)

· ENEMO to observe us on 12 December (4)

· Show and promises (5)

· Four years for NATO (6)

· Eqa show (7)

· AAK strategy (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Coalition for New Kosovo will destroy organized crime
· Kosovo with new number plates RKS
Other headlines

· EU: Talks Pristina Belgrade, from the end of the year (4)

· ENEMO will have about 170 monitors for the day of elections (4)

· Talks, political parties pact of silence (4)

· FAIR: To the bad governance should be given an end on 12 December (6)

· AAK: For 5 days ends the bad governance of Thaçi (7)

· AKR agreement with diaspora for investments in Kosovo (7)

· Krasniqi: Responsible for elections are institutions of the country (9)

· Pacolli: We will destroy organized crime (10)

· Kosovo with new number plates RKS (14)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Limaj is making reality fairy tales projects
Other headlines 
· Elections, international monitoring (2)
· 31  thousand monitors (2)

· PDK first, Milaj most successful (3)

· PDK, massive gatherings in Dukagjin (5)

· Thaçi meets veterans (6)

· With FAIR, Kosovo returns its laugh (7)

· After 12 December, Ramush Prime Minister (7)

· LDD fills up the square in Skenderaj (8)

· Kurti is warmed welcomed in Deqan (8)

· Isa says no to the former ministers (9)

· Coalition for New Kosovo, agreement also with diaspora (9)

· Distribution of new number plates (15)
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