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Main Stories                7 December 2011

· Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Kosovo (UN News Centre)
· EU supports conditional dialogue on visas for Kosovo (Koha)

· Thaçi: Remove visas (Epoka e Re)

· Only Thaçi and Tahiri feel triumphant on IBM agreement (Koha) 

· Closed dialogue is causing distrust (Koha) 

· US Embassy supports agreement on border management (dailies)

· Cooper seeks new agreement (Express) 

· LDK and AAK fear ousting of the Government (Koha) 

· Kuçi: We are ready for elections (Zëri)
· Around 20 barricades in the north expected to be removed (Koha)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Kosovo (UN News Centre) 
The Secretary-General welcomes the resumption of the EU-facilitated dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina on 30 November 2011 and is encouraged by the adoption of the "IBM Agreed Conclusions" on 2 December 2011, which are expected to pave the way for the normalisation of the situation at gates 1 and 31 and the restoration of freedom of movement in a peaceful manner. 

The Secretary-General urges the sides to further develop and implement, in good faith, arrangements based on these Conclusions, which are consistent with resolution 1244 (1999). 

The Secretary-General also calls on all parties to honour the agreements reached in the framework of the dialogue, to refrain from unilateral action, and to actively support the de-escalation of tensions on the ground. 
EU supports conditional dialogue on visas for Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that judging from conclusions adopted by the General Affairs Council of the European Union, the Kosovo Government’s expectation that the EU will reward it for its constructive approach to dialogue and punish Serbia’s obstruction will not be met. 
The paper quotes unnamed diplomats as saying that in their press statements, EU senior officials Stefan Fule and Catherine Ashton, used words of praise for Serbia, in an attempt to save its bid for candidacy at the last minute. 
“This is why these days Robert Cooper is expected to apply pressure and try through conference calls and telephone conversations to secure agreements on regional cooperation as this would be the best way to push Germany to change its negative position against candidate status for Serbia. We wouldn’t be surprised if soon we have another solution with an acronym similar to the IBM agreement,” an EU diplomat told the paper.
The paper further notes that conclusions adopted by the EU Council - where it “supports the goal of launching a visa dialogue with Kosovo” – contain a series of strict conditions that will apply to Kosovo throughout the process.
Thaçi: Remove visas (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi began his official visit to Brussels on Tuesday meeting with Eureopan Union Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fule. The meeting reportedly focused on current developments in Kosovo and the region, the commitments of the Kosovo Government to meet European integration criteria and standards, with special emphasis on the start of the visa liberalization dialogue and contractual relations between Kosovo and the EU. 
At the meeting, Thaçi argued that Kosovo institutions have met all criteria for the start of the visa liberalization process, “and we rightfully expect this process to commence in the coming days”. In his respect, Thaçi welcomed the EU Council of Ministers’ support for the start of visa dialogue with Kosovo.
Only Thaçi and Tahiri feel triumphant on IBM agreement (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Prime Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaçi and his Deputy, Edita Tahiri are not convincing senior officials of state institutions that acceptance of the IBM agreement by Serbia also marks the de jure recognition of Kosovo’s sate borders by the neighboring country. Within Thaçi’s cabinet he has not also not managed to convince everyone. Thaçi called a meeting of the Government Tuesday morning to discuss the agreement. This daily says that only Thaçi and Tahiri presented the agreement on border management as triumphal. 

Deputy Prime Minister Bujar Bukoshi was the only one that asked questions and made an appeal regarding the agreement. “I would shortly like to appeal to the Kosovo party to be careful with triumphalist statements, due to the fact that we have had bitter experiences in the past, said Bukoshi. 

Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi also stated that the agreed conclusions are a summary of IBM principals, and in the Kosovo context they do not leave space for the parties to announce victory, adding that this is a compromise. 

Closed dialogue is causing distrust (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that head of the Kosovo negotiating team in the dialogue with Serbia in Brussels, Edita Tahiri, did not use the opportunity Tuesday to speak with representatives of civil society and listen to their opinions regarding the dialogue process. This daily reports that Tahiri arrived late at the conference organized by the Center for New Policies in Serbia and the Project for Ethnic Relations in Kosovo, and missed the debate.  She read a prepared speech and then quickly left. The conference, concluded that the dialogue which is happening behind closed doors is causing distrust. 

This daily reports that the adviser of the Kosovo President, Ilir Deda, did not hesitate to criticize the dialogue and the approach of the European Union towards it. Deda’s positions expressed the differences between the President and the Government regarding the process that it is taking place in Brussels. 

US Embassy supports agreement on border management (dailies)

All dailies report that the US Embassy in Kosovo welcomed the agreement on integrated management of borders between Kosovo and Serbia. The US Embassy said the agreement protects and advances Kosovo’s interests as an independent and sovereign state. 

“As was the case with other agreements reached within the framework of the EU-brokered dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, the Government of Kosovo has shown maturity and flexibility in reaching this agreement with Serbia. It protects and promotes Kosovo’s interests as an independent and sovereign state,” read a statement issued by the US Embassy. 
Cooper seeks new agreement (Express) 

Express reports that the European Union is trying to convince Serbian authorities to agree on participation of Kosovo at regional forums. Mediator Robert Cooper has contacted Serbian negotiator Borko Stefanovic regarding the issue. Stefanovic did not exclude the possibility of an agreement by Friday, when the decision on Serbia’s candidature is expected to be made. Even though there is little time left, EU officials claim that each day counts before the meeting of the European Council. 

According to Serbia’s Deputy Prime Minister, Kosovo’s participation at regional forums is an additional condition for Serbia, but an agreement cannot be reached that is not inline with Resolution 1244 and Serbia’s Constitution. 

LDK and AAK fear ousting of the Government (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Vetëvendosje has decided not to back down from its initiative to put forward a motion of confidence againt the current Government, even though the two opposition parties LDK and AAK said they will not support the motion. According to this daily, none of these parties wants a preliminary election process before to the changes and additions to the Law for elections are completed. “If this Government would leave, PDK would again have the chance to steel votes in an industrial and extraordinary manner, therefore we are for elections in an organized manner,” said the chief of LDK parliamentary group, Ismet Beqiri. Head of AAK parliamentary group Ardina Gjini, also stated that general elections should not happen before reforms are made to the elections system. 

Kuçi: We are ready for elections (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the Government of Kosovo said yesterday it was ready to face a vote of confidence at the Kosovo Assembly in the case that the Vetëvendosje Movement goes through with its initiative. Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said after the government meeting on Tuesday that the government is ready for this and even early elections.Kuçi also added that the government respects the rules and democratic procedures of the Assembly.

Around 20 barricades in the north expected to be removed (Koha)

Citing a report by INA news agency, Koha Ditore reports that there are around 20 barricades in the northern part of Kosovo which have to be removed. A map of Serb parallel municipalities clearly shows points where barricades have been built in northern Kosovo, including the barricades that were removed yesterday. Despite many barricades being taken down, there are still many that reamin. 
Barricades are largely concentrated in the northern part of Mitrovica, Zvecan and Rudar, the triangle that leads to the northern crossing points. There are also barricades blocking the freedom of movement toward the crossing points of Jarinje and Bërnjak. KFOR has appealed to Serbs to continue removing barricades in order to create conditions for freedom of movement.

 Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· EU for Kosovo: Dialogue on visas full of conditions

· LDK and AAK fear ousting of the government

· EC disagrees with Bill on RTK and IMC

Other headlines

· Only Thaçi and Tahiri feel triumphand on IBM agreement (3)

· Closed dialogue is causing distrust (4)

· MIA: We have executive mandate at the crossing points in the north (4)

· Response to MIA: Koha Ditore stands behind the article (4)

· Stefanovic: No agreement on Kosovo’s representation in regional forums (5)

Zëri

Front page

· Atifete is “golden”

· Krasniqi: No triumphalism in talks

· Haliti: The boss is the problem!

· Vetëvendosje stands alone against Thaçi

· Kosovo optimistic about the roadmap

· Kurti: KFOR’s legalizing agreements

· Baraliu fights on two fronts

Other headlines

· We met the conditions (2)

· Lavrov accuses KFOR (2)

· Kuçi: We are ready even for elections (2)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Thaçi: Serbia de jure recognizes us

· Editorial: Never-ending problems

· U.S.: Agreement advances Kosovo as a state

· Bllaca, a witness in over 15 parallel cases

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosje starts collecting signatures (2)

· No triumphalism (3)

· Thaçi in Brussels over Kosovo’s European agenda (4)

· Deda: No contractual agreement with EU (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Optimistic regarding LDK

· The rascality of Salustros

· Thaçi: remove visas

· The U.S. hails Kosovo-Serbian agreement

· Kuçi to opposition: We can go for elections whenever you want

Other headlines

· Barricade in Jagnjenica removed as well (3)

· Thaçi: Serbia has de jure recognized the border with Kosovo (3)

· The U.S.: Kosovo customs and border officers in the north (3)

· Discriminating and anti-constitutional draft law (6)

· Great possibilities for Japanese investments in Kosovo (6)

· Assembly holds three sessions (6)

· Switzerland will continue to support Kosovo (9)

Express
Front page

· Mujë Rugova to Vetëvendosje: Go to the north

· Compromise or recognition?

· Continuous abuses

· Seeks agreement

Other headlines

· Dell: A good agreement (4)

· Thaçi in Brussels (4)

· Jahjaga to face the Assembly (5)

· No sufficient number of signatures (6)

· A medal for Pacolli (6)

· Unblocking continues (7)

· Justifies failure (8)

Bota Sot

Front page

· They cannot “steal” the budget freely as in the past

· KSF starts sending attachés to embassies

· Edita Tahiri’s agreement assured Serbia’s candidature at EU

· Vetëvendosje: The historical centre of Prizren is not the Serbs’ centre
Other headlines

· Editorial: Listen very carefully, Edita is speaking (2)

· Louisiana state gives a medal to Pacolli (2)

· Krasniqi: There were no winners or losers in Brussels (3)

· The U.S. welcome the Kosovo –Serbian IBM agreement (3)

· President Jahjaga to address the Assembly on 8 December (4)

· Thaçi and Tahiri take pride that Serbia has recognized Kosovo’s state border (6)

· PDK ready for elections even within 45 days (7)

· Seven Kosovo Assembly deputies hide their wealth (10)

· PM Thaçi in Brussels, invited by Ashton (11)

· Japan will invest in Kosovo (11)
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