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· Djelic in Prizren declares Serbia ‘battle’ for Kosovo (dailies)

· Supreme Court rules in favour of revote in Mitrovica (dailies)

· Feith: Kosovo needs a capable and clean government (dailies)

· Kosovo to preside over CEFTA without problems (Express)

· The ‘killed’ in CoE report, turn out to be alive in Peja (Koha Ditore)

· Haxhinasto: Marty’s report may slow down recognitions process (dailies) 

· Mustafa rejects possibility of coalition with PDK (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Djelic in Prizren declares Serbia ‘battle’ for Kosovo (dailies)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic while taking part in the religious ceremony marking Orthodox Christmas, said in Prizren that Serbia’s battle for Kosovo will continue and conveyed the message to the EU that “Kosovo is Serbia.” Although the permission for staying in Kosovo was granted to Djelic on religious grounds, the papers note that the Serbian official stepped out of the framework of the visit by making political statements. 

“There is no better place than the Serbian key centre to celebrate Orthodox Christmas. I am here on the behalf of all the citizens of Serbia to give support to our fellow nationals. This is not a day for politics but one thing is certain that our war for Kosovo will continue. We want to be part of Europe but we also want Europe to respect our identity, legitimate rights of our people wherever they are, especially in Kosovo,” Koha Ditore quotes Djelic as saying.   
Supreme Court rules in favour of revote in Mitrovica (dailies)

Kosovo Supreme Court has ruled in favour of the Vetëvendosje appeal to organize a revote in Mitrovica because of the absence of functional ultraviolet lamps and other manipulations confirmed during the 12 December elections. The Supreme Court has this way overturned the previous decision of the Elections Complaints and Appeals Panel which found there were no sufficient grounds to approve Vetëvendosje complaint. 

Koha Ditore reports that it is not yet clear whether the revote will be held in all 29 polling stations of Mitrovica or only 24 of them as the CEC has not yet commented on the decision of the Supreme Court. However, head of CEC Valdete Daka said if they are asked to organize a revote, then this is most likely to happen after the voting on 9 January in three municipalities. Zëri however quotes sources from the CEC as saying that the revote should be organized in all polling stations of Mitrovica. At the same time, Express’ sources claim voting in Mitrovica could be scheduled for 23 January.
Feith: Kosovo needs a capable and clean government (dailies)
International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith has issued a statement reminding Kosovo political leaders that they have special and personal responsibility to prevent fraud and intimidation in partial national elections expected to be repeated in three of Kosovo municipalities. Feith said Kosovo needs a new government that is not only credible but also clean and capable to face difficult challenges ahead. 

Feith said that although 12 December elections were generally held in a constructive atmosphere, there have also been irregularities which should not be allowed to happen again on 9 January.  
Kosovo to preside over CEFTA without problems (Express)

Flamur Keqa from the Ministry of Trade and Industry has reiterated that Kosovo has taken over CEFTA presidency as of 1 January 2011 and said it will perform its mandate without any problem. According to Keqa, the blockade of Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina of Kosovo goods also stands good chances of being resolved. However, Keqa has admitted that in case of a potential political problem, the presidency could also pass on to Albania. “There are different options in case of a political problem but I don’t believe we will be hostage to a wrong political decision because the only outstanding issue for the time being is the Government’s political decision regarding the manner in which CEFTA meetings will take place,” Keqa told the paper. 
The ‘killed’ in CoE report, turn out to be alive in Peja (Koha Ditore)

The paper concludes that the recent report of the Council of Europe on the protection of witnesses contains untruths. One of these, according to the paper, has to do with two witnesses in Haradinaj’s case which in the CoE report appear as having been killed but in fact the two men are alive and live in Peja. In an interview for KTV channel, members of the Muriqi family deny having been witnesses in Haradinaj’s case and claim the report is slanderous. They also warned they will file a lawsuit against the institution that proclaimed them dead.
Haxhinasto: Marty’s report may slow down recognitions process (dailies) 

Albanian Foreign Minister Edmond Haxhinasto is quoted as saying in a press conference that the report of the Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty could slow down the process of Kosovo’s independence recognition but added it could not halt it. Haxhinasto has also hailed the recent decision of Qatar to recognize Kosovo as an independent country.  
Mustafa rejects possibility of coalition with PDK (Express)

LDK leader Isa Mustafa has responded to recent statements from PDK officials that they are open to reaching a coalition with LDK as well. Mustafa said that LDK will in no way enter a coalition with PDK. He also said the revoting process should be organized in the whole territory of Kosovo. “We cannot have a parliament and institutions that come out of elections which have no legitimacy of the citizens,” said Mustafa in the closing of the campaign for 9 January elections.  
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