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· Talks to begin without Assembly’s consent (dailies)

· Dialogue starts without deadlines for results (Koha Ditore)

· Meeting in Brussels cancelled (Zëri)

· Pacolli supports talks (Express)

· Petrovic: We are part of the Kosovo delegation (Express)

· President Pacolli visits northern border on a KFOR helicopter (dailies)

· IMF in Kosovo (Express)

· Altmann: Arid chose the wrong path, not Kosovo (dailies)

· Berlinger: Do not copy Swiss decentralization but its co-existence (Epoka e Re)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Talks to begin without Assembly’s consent (dailies)

Assembly of Kosovo in its session yesterday failed to adopt a resolution regarding the Pristina-Belgrade talks. After a debate that lasted for about six hours, the Assembly decided not to vote on either of the resolutions proposed, one by PDK supporting talks and the other from Vetëvendosje opposing them. Assembly is now scheduled to meet on Thursday to decide whether to support dialogue with Serbia or not. 

Zëri writes that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has three more days to convince the opposition to agree to a draft resolution that would set the framework and in particular the red lines for talks between Kosovo and Serbia. The paper also adds that the Assembly agreed for the heads of parliamentary groups to work on drafting a resolution that would be voted on Thursday.

Dialogue starts without deadlines for results (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union confirmed on Monday through a senior official that dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade will begin on Tuesday noon in Brussels and will continue on Wednesday. An unnamed EU official told the paper that at the table of discussions will be regional cooperation, freedom of movement and issues related to the rule of law. The same source said all these practical issues are aimed at improving the lives of people in the region and cooperation in the Western Balkans. The meetings will be held in the office of EU Council official Robert Cooper and the latter in the capacity of facilitator will chair the meetings.

Meeting in Brussels cancelled (Zëri)

The paper reports that the first meeting between Kosovo and Serbian representatives set to take place today in Brussels has been cancelled because of disagreements between the ruling and opposition parties in the Assembly of Kosovo yesterday. Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila told the paper that the meeting in Brussels will not take place. According to her, the Kosovo side will wait until Thursday for the next session at the Assembly which could possibly result in an approval of a resolution regarding talks. 

Pacolli supports talks (Express)

President of Kosovo Behgjet Pacolli said he supports the start of Kosovo-Serbia talks. He said this would help to find solutions for all problems. “I believe we have to be encouraged to talk. It would be fortunate if we always talked. Believe me that by talking, we will resolve problems,” said Pacolli. Asked whether he would agree to meet Serbian President Boris Tadic, Pacolli said he is willing to do even more for the interest of the citizens and Kosovo. 

Petrovic: We are part of the Kosovo delegation (Express)

Express quotes Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister and Local Government Minister Slobodan Petrovic as saying that Kosovo Serbs are part of Kosovo institutions and according to this definition Serbs will be part of the Kosovo delegation in talks with Serbia. 

“We are certainly part of the process of dialogue. We cannot say we are part of the Kosovo Government only as decoration but we are fully equal partners. We won’t allow talks to be seen as a boxing match where people fight each other. This is something that will need to produce results for the good of all. In this case, one should not even ask on which side of the SLS will be sitting,” said Petrovic, who is also leader of the Serb Liberal Party (SLS). 

President Pacolli visits northern border on a KFOR helicopter (dailies)

Several dailies report that President Behgjet Pacolli on Monday paid another visit to the northern part of Kosovo this time accompanied by COMKFOR General Erhard Buhler. After a brief visit to KFOR headquarters in Pristina, Pacolli and Buhler travelled to the northern part of the country on two KFOR helicopters where they first visited Gate 31 in Zubin Potok and then Gate 1 in Leposavic.

“The goal of my visit there was to encourage people who are working at the customs checkpoints to continue working, to encourage them that someone is watching out for that part, that that is part of Kosovo and to convey the message that they are not alone there and that they are under the care of Kosovo institutions,” Pacolli was quoted as saying.

Express reports that the chief of the “Mitrovica District”, Radenko Nedeljkovic and Leposavic mayor Branko Ninic said Pacolli’s visit in the north was a provocation on the eve of talks between Pristina and Belgrade. They also said that KFOR and EULEX should have notified the local structures about the visit. Nedeljkovic also said that KFOR is on the side of Albanians and that Serbs will review further cooperation with KFOR.

IMF in Kosovo (Express)

The paper quotes reports from news agency Telegrafi that a delegation from the International Monetary Fund will visit Kosovo and that the reason for the visit is the promise of the Kosovo Government to increase the salaries in the public sector. Spokesperson of the Ministry of Finance Muharrem Shahini confirmed the IMF visit and said that the budget will also be among the issues to be discussed. Shahini said the visit will start today and last until 16 March.

Altmann: Arid chose the wrong path, not Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies re-run an interview that German expert on the Balkans, Franz Lottar Altmann, gave to Deutsche Welle commenting on the killing of two U.S. soldiers in Frankfurt Airport by a young Albanian with origins from Kosovo. “This young man, Arid Uka, seems to have been led on the wrong path by Islamist propaganda, not from Kosovo or Albania, but from highly anti-Western circles and it seems that he was greatly impressed by them,” Altmann said. 

“Albanians have a very positive relationship with the U.S., but someone can clearly deviate from this, fall under the influence of Islamist propaganda and decide to take such actions against Americans.”

Altmann also said it was good that investigative authorities concluded that the incident has nothing to do with Kosovo or Albania. “This was positively evaluated by politicians, otherwise it would have pushed the discourse on the Balkans, primarily on Albania and Kosovo, in a very bad direction.” 

Berlinger: Do not copy Swiss decentralization but its co-existence (Epoka e Re)

In an address to the students of Political and European Studies in Pristina, Swiss Ambassador Lucas Berlinger said Switzerland is a unique model of co-existence between people with different culture and language. With regards to decentralization however, Berlinger said Switzerland is not perhaps the best example but there are many good elements that can be copied to Kosovo like multiethnic co-existence. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Talks start without Assembly’s approval

· Pristina-Pristina dialogue

· Dialogue starts without deadlines for results, but infinitely 

· President Pacolli visits northern border on KFOR helicopter

· KOS member suspected of killing Leutrim

· Contract of Airport concession is violated

Other headlines

· Talks, a silent triumph for the EU (3)

· Belgrade prepares for “difficult talks” (3)

· Altmann: Arid chose the wrong path, not Kosovo (5)

· KPA surrenders, seeks help from the European Commission (6)

· EU gives another €5 million for agriculture and rural development (7)

· IPOL calls for transparency in construction of highway (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Assembly does not allow talks

· Pacolli visits the north again

· Steinbach: Government is not a job of ambassadors

· Hamidi: Thaçi between Serbia and IMF

· Meeting in Brussels is cancelled

Other headlines

· Kosovo Serbs, part of Pristina’s team (2)

· President Topi visits Skopje (2)

· Aridi chose the wrong path (2)

· U.S. supports dialogue (4)

· Kosovo “copies” Switzerland (9)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Pacolli at the northern border

· U.S. supports dialogue

· Do not copy Swiss decentralization but coexistence

· Dialogue begins today, Assembly avoids

· Killed in an ambush

Other headlines

· Talks, EU is triumphant (2)

· A delegation of the Constitutional Court to visit Austria (2)

· Minorities want to be part of census (3)

· The Assembly to announce its position on Thursday (4,5)

· EU helps Kosovo’s agriculture (8)

Express
Front page

· They go without resolution

· There is nothing to explain

Other headlines

· The Independent: Silent triumph for the EU (2)

· Rada’s microphone switched off because of “Kosovo and Metohija” (4)

· Pacolli supports talks (5)

· PDK’s draft resolution (5)

· Vetëvendosje’s draft resolution (5)

· Petrovic: We are part of delegation (6)

· Millionaires of politics (6)

· Without reporters at the border (6)

· Quiet in Mitrovica (9)

· IMF in Kosovo (10)

Lajm
Front page

· Starts today

· Without resolution until Thursday

· Leutrim’s killer to receive punishment

· Against the change of emblem

Other headlines

· USA supports dialogue (2)

· “Nights of Fires” ends KLA Epopee’s celebrations (3)

· Participation of women crucial for progress in Kosovo (4)

· EULEX engaged in gender equality (4)

· President visits border points in the north (6)

· Minister Gashi in the first Dinaric Conference (6)

· Arid chose the wrong path not Kosovo (6)

· PTK union against privatisation (8)

· Negotiations with IMF (8)

· EU helps farmers (8)

· Legal advisor for special spin-off (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Talks begin on Tuesday, Assembly without resolution for talks 

· President Pacolli visits northern borders 

Other headlines

· Berlinger: Switzerland is a good model for other countries (4)

· Patience has its limits: Either increased salaries or street protests (6)

· The Independent: Silent triumph for the EU (7)

· Altmann: He was misled by Islamist propaganda but not by Kosovo (7)

· Bullets of Serb criminals took the life of 13 year-old Leutrim (8)

· Negotiations with IMF on salaries to begin (10)

Infopress

Front page

· Blackmailed into talks

· Fragile government

· Budget for agriculture around €12 million

· Gaddafi like Milosevic

· Was killing in Gjilan intentional?

· In talks without the Assembly’s approval

· KPA illegally gives tender to Thaçi’s man

Other headlines

· Kosovo Serbs, part of the Kosovo negotiating team (4)

· U.S. support dialogue (4)
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