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__________________________________________________
· Zannier and Acda clash over Customs (Express)

· Bajram Rexhepi: “War” to UNMIK (Epoka e Re)

· Great Britain criticizes report on investigations on 17 March (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina considers UN report biased (Zëri)

· Sejdiu: There will be no talks with Serbia on Kosovo status (Zëri)

· Colombia and Belize unblock the pause in recognitions (dailies)

· The Government waits for the reconfiguration before it takes over UNMIK building in Pristina (Zëri)

· Alekseyev: “Independence destabilized the Balkans” (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Zannier and Acda clash over Customs (Express)

After the summer holidays, UNMIK and EULEX expect even hotter days, reports Express. It is a few weeks since Lamberto Zannier and Paul Acda clashed over UNMIK customs. Zannier requested from Acda to create parallel customs, while the Acda does not accept this and even threatened to leave Kosovo if he finds no other solution. 
“He simply does not want to be the one that transforms customs into Albanian and Serbian customs, because it wouldn’t function this way. Apart from this, his name would always be referred to when talking about this partition. Although this would be done by Zannier behind the scenes, it would be attributed to him (Acda)” Express quotes an UNMIK official.
UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko told Express that he did not hear anything about this disagreement, despite the fact that currently his boss is on holiday. “I saw Paul Acda on Monday and he did not tell me anything, at least not in regards to this,” Ivanko is quoted as saying. 

Bajram Rexhepi: “War” to UNMIK (Epoka e Re)
In an interview for Epoka e Re, Mitrovica Mayor Bajram Rexhepi stated that he considers UNMIK the main blockade for the Kosovo Republic to move forward. For Rexhepi, the mission to integrate the north together with UNMIK is impossible. Rexhepi said that he is convinced that only “with UNMIK’s departure from Kosovo, processes would move forward positively.” 

Rexhepi opposed the idea of UNMIK Chief Lamberto Zannier for the possibility to meet with the Serbian leaders elected in May 11 elections, and the idea to create a mono-ethnic Serbian police. 

“For me, in an indirect way, UNMIK is present here, but if Zannier continues to act this way, in fact, the already fragile cooperation would freeze completely, and UNMIK’s decision would have no effect.”

Rexhepi promised that he will be on the side of the Albanians even if they self-organized to get the north under control, if this would be the last resort. 

Great Britain criticizes report on investigations on 17 March (Koha Ditore)

Citing Reuters, the paper reports that Great Britain has criticized the United Nations-led investigation into the events of 17 March 2008 in north Mitrovica   which claimed that commanders of KFOR and UNMIK ignored warnings from New York. Great Britain’s acting Permanent Representative to the UN, Karen Pierce, said Great Britain supported the launch of the investigation, but does not believe all the facts were transmitted in a proper way, adding that the report did not adequately take into consideration the situation on the ground. “This was a premeditated attack on the international personnel in Kosovo,” said Pierce.

Pristina considers UN report biased (Zëri)

Kosovo institution representatives are reported to have qualified the recent UN report on the events of 17 March 2008 in north Mitrovica as “incorrect” and “tendentious”. 

President Fatmir Sejdiu once again expressed his deep regret over the death of a Ukrainian police officer in the clashes, adding that the violent riots were a result of the action of Serb parallel structures in the north of Kosovo that aim to destabilize Kosovo. He said the KFOR and UNMIK intervention was just and was within their respective mandates. 

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi says the report may have only focused on the UNMIK and KFOR response to the riots and that the operation was legal and in harmony with local and international law. Nevertheless, Kuçi stressed that the report may have had some subjective elements, but that “the report is not an encouragement for those who wish to break the law or discouragement for those who wish to uphold it.”

Mitrovica Mayor, Bajram Rexhepi, said, on the other hand, that the UN report is very “tendentious”, “unprofessional” and does not correspond to the reality on the ground. Rexhepi said he finds it absurd that the report accuses KFOR and UNMIK while it amnesties violent protesters. 

Sejdiu: There will be no talks with Serbia on Kosovo status (Zëri)

Kosovo President, Fatmir Sejdiu, strongly rejected the idea of talking to Serbia about the political status of Kosovo. Sejdiu said status is a closed issue and there can be absolutely no talks on it. However, Sejdiu pointed out that issues of interest to Kosovo and Serbia as two sovereign countries can always be on the table. “We have never isolated the right for Serbia to be concerned, as any other country, about the part of its community in Kosovo, but this should be in accordance to international standards and regulations,” Sejdiu said. 

Sejdiu also noted that UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier does not have a mandate to support the creation of an ethnic police in Mitrovica or the mandate to set up two customs systems in Kosovo. “I don’t think he [Zannier] has such a mandate and I absolutely believe that there may be new interpretations that they haven’t really considered such an approach.”
Colombia and Belize unblock the pause in recognitions (dailies)

The second most populous state in South America, Columbia, and the state with the highest economic development in Central America, Belize, recognized Kosovo’s independence, report the papers. These two recognitions come after a silent period of two months. Belize and Colombia are also the two first states to recognize Kosovo since the Constitution entered into force. 

The Government waits for the reconfiguration before it takes over UNMIK building in Pristina (Zëri)

By the end of this year, the Government plans to vacate all private buildings where it is located and save up to 3 million euros in rent. The buildings used by UNMIK are planned to be used by the Kosovo Government. UNMIK after its reconfiguration is expected to undergo big changes and downsize its staff.  It is planned that UNMIK headquarters in Pristina by the end of this year will belong to the Kosovo Government.

UNMIK Spokesperson Russell Geekie said that during the reconfiguration process UNMIK will downsize its personnel and relocate them. While the UN in New York does not explain in detail the reconfiguration plan, Geekie said that he cannot give further details, even in regards to the building that is being used by UNMIK in the centre of Pristina. 

Alekseyev: “Independence destabilized the Balkans” (Koha Ditore)

European Department Director from the Russian Foreign Ministry, Aleksander Alekseyev, has stated that Moscow would not be against a bigger EU role in Kosovo, as long as it does not bypass international law. 

“The attempt to dismiss the United Nations from Kosovo and replace them by the EU is very evident. UNMIK was deployed in Kosovo with the Security Council’s decision and only the Security Council has the right to replace UNMIK or to stop its presence there,” Alekseyev is quoted as saying for the Russian news paper “Vremja Novosti” 

“Kosovo’s independence did not stabilize the region, but destabilized the Balkans even more. There is proof that different Albanian groups in the region are coordinating their efforts to take action at a convenient time to realize their aim to change the borders in Balkans,” Alekseyev is quoted as saying. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Colombia and Belize unblock pace of recognitions 

· Centralisation of Thaçi or fleeing from anarchy?

· Great Britain criticises report on 17 March

· Recognition of passports signal for recognition from Macedonia 

Other headlines

· China supports Serbia’s sovereignty (2)

· Aleksejev: Independence has destabilised the Balkans (2)

· Stankovic: I have accepted new reality in Kosovo (2)

· Berisha urges China to reconsider independence of Kosovo (4)

· Ministry for Returns suspends chief of administration (5)

· 4,000 passports produced in a day (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Pristina considers UN report tendentious 

· Colombia and Belize recognise independence of Kosovo 

· Rrustem Berisha, KSF deputy minister, Sami Hamiti of trade and industry?

· Government awaits reconfiguration before taking over UNMIK bldg

· Hyseni: Kosovo to become UN member in optimal time

· AAK calls for continuation of ‘Kosova C’ project

· Shala: State of Kosovo and EU politics 

Other headlines

· Sejdiu: There will be no talks with Serbia on Kosovo status (3)

· Aleksejev expects pressures for recognition of Kosovo’s independence (3)

· Tadic says Serbia enjoys China’s support on Kosovo (3)

· Report on intervention in Mitrovica again splits the West with Russia (4)

· Director in Ministry for Returns suspended (5)

· Priority – population census and establishment of Constitutional Court (5)

· Montenegrin opposition requests debate on independence of Kosovo (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Germany, € 340 million for Kosovo 

· Colombia and Belize recognise Kosovo

· Rexhepi suspended, gave herself € 98,000

· OSCE report unveils Assembly’s violations

· Editorial: An encouraging report for violent Serbs  

Other headlines

· ICO  encourages reconciliation (2)

· UN amnesties violent Serbs (2)

· Decentralisation – groups in September (4)

· AAK accused Thaçi for deceit [energy sector] (7)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Rexhepi: War to UNMIK

· Split over March violence in the north

· Hajredin Kuçi and Xhavit Beqiri deny   

· Colombia and Belize recognise Kosovo

Other headlines

· Montenegrin opposition requests debate on independence of Kosovo (2)

· Wilde: Kosovo can exist as a country (2)

· China supports Serbia on Kosovo (2)

· Emilia Rexhepi suspended for conflict of interest (7)

· AAK ‘softens’ criticism (9)

Express

Front page

· Isa Mustafa does not prefer the LDK 

· Clash on customs 

· Bobi confused 

· The enthusiasm for recognition is back

· Preparations for General Assembly 

· They do not lower oil prices 

Other headlines

· Editorial : Two villages with the same drama (2)

· China reconfirms the support for Serbia

· Kuçi: The actions in the north – legitimate (5)

· Sejdiu opposes Zannier (5)

· Ambassadors very soon (5)

Lajm

Front page
· Respect for the state, then for the UN 

· Who Sheholli and Petkovic are, is known 

· Colombia and Belize recognize Kosovo 

· Emigrates day forgotten 

· Again clashes 

· Neither work, nor pension 
Other headlines

· Berisha lobbies for Kosovo (2)

· Topics on status are over (2)

· Perece: Serbian extremist tried to return the year 1999 (3)

· Albania without its main leaders (4)

· Feith informed about the creation of the constitutional court (5)

· Conscious fraud (6)

Bota Sot

Front page
· Sejdiu: Zannier has no mandate to create Serbian mono ethnic politics in Kosovo 

· Pierce: Serb protesters had deposited a big amount of armament 

· Holbrook calls Karadzic the biggest beast in Europe 

· Kosovo could have its dialing code even before joining the UN 

· International tender for Prishtina 

· Belize and Columbia recognized Kosovo 

· Serbian guns with permission – UN’s indifference 


Other headlines 
· Editorial: What is 1244 expecting in Kosovo? (2)

· Within a day about 3500-4000 Kosovo passports are issued (5)

· Hyseni: At an optimal time Kosovo will be a member of the UN 

· The Security situation assessed calm and stable (6)

InfoPress 

Front page
· Columbia and Belize join the caravan 

· The West and Russia clash about March 17 events

· The energetic deputy 

· The revolver minister wants energy 

· Skenderi on action 

· Suspended because of conflict of interest 

· A Serbia that recognizes Kosovo’s independence 

Other headlines 
· Also Sejdiu against Zannier (2)

· The Serbian politician that recognizes Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Kuçi: Actions in Mitrovica lawful (4)

· Stankovic: We are not making Gracanica multi-ethnic (4)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Bogdanovic: Those responsible for intervention of UNMIK police need to be identified (Tanjug)

· Ivanovic: Kosovo status – only through Belgrade-Pristina agreement (Tanjug)

· Mihajlovic: EULEX – only with UN SC approval (Radio Srbija) 

· Police, UN discuss security in northern Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Djukic-Dejanovic and Vei Jinghua on Serbia-China relations (Tanjug)

· Alexeyev: Proclamation of Kosovo’s independence destabilized the region (Beta)

· Russian experts participating in reconstruction of destroyed monasteries in Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Colombia, Belize recognize Kosovo (Tanjug)

Bogdanovic: Those responsible for intervention of UNMIK police need to be identified (Tanjug)

Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in his announcement about the unrest in northern Kosovska Mitrovica, after the differences among SC members concerning this event, should have clearly stated and identified those who had initiated the police action in the District Court in that town. Bogdanovic said that this event in itself had been a warning for all in Kosovo that problems cannot be resolved by force, but also, it is important to identify those responsible for the intervention of UNMIK police, so that Serbs are no longer mentioned as the instigators of violence. The report of the UN special commission on the unrest, according to Bogdanovic shows that unjustifiably excessive force had been used towards Serbs who had been asking for their basic rights to be enforced. 
Ivanovic: Kosovo status – only through Belgrade-Pristina agreement (Tanjug)

The final status of Kosovo may be reached only through an agreement between the Serbian authorities and Kosovo Albanian representatives, stated the State Secretary with the Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic. He assessed that the agreement will be reached in 5 or 6 years when international relation of forces and political elite become different. According to Ivanovic, the international community considers the current Kosovo status a transitional stage. He specified that at issue is a limited form of internal independence that will endures tests over the forthcoming decades. Ivanovic said that in the current mandate, Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic and Kosovo PM Hashim Tachi will not communicate. In accordance with constitutional authorities and obligations, the Serbian PM cannot have an official meeting with a PM of a self-proclaimed state, especially if it was proclaimed on the sovereign territory of Serbia, stated Ivanovic.

Mihajlovic: EULEX – only with UN SC approval (Radio Srbija)

The Head of the Serbian Government Office for Media Cooperation Milivoje Mihajlovic stated that the Serbian government will not change its position that the EU Mission in Kosovo may come only with the approval of the UN SC. In his statement for International Radio Serbia, he assessed that the UN Mission in Kosovo has not fulfilled tasks set before it by the UN. Mihajlovic said that this is not just Belgrade’s assessment but also the official one of the UN that, as he stated, constantly insists that there has been some progress. The essential issues, because of which the peace mission was sent to Kosovo in the first place, are to establish peace, freedom of movement, return of the Serb refugees and displaced persons and their property, while not a single goal was achieved, emphasized Mihajlovic. According to him, 235.000 refugees from Kosovo are registered, while the UNHCR data of 2000 state that only 7.100 people returned to the province.

Police, UN discuss security in northern Kosovo (Tanjug)

Police officers in northern  Kosovska Mitrovica discussed the security situation with the UN police commissioner. Tor Iver Ter Frigaard. Northern Kosovska Mitrovica Police Chief Milija Milosevic said that the present security situation in the north of Kosovo was satisfactory and under control. “We discussed the security situation in the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica. The UN police commissioner expressed his satisfaction with the work of the KPS in northern Kosovo, which, he said, had prevented the inter-ethnic clashes from escalating,” said Milosevic. 


Djukic-Dejanovic and Vei Jinghua on Serbia-China relations (Tanjug)

Chinese Ambassador in Belgrade Vei Jinghua confirmed Beijing’s position that as a permanent SC member, China pledges for adherence and implementation of the UN acts and fully supports sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia, as well as its determination regarding European integration. In talks with Serbian Parliament Speaker Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic, the Chinese Ambassador emphasized that the future Kosovo status must be resolved in agreement of the two sides and in adherence to principles of international law. 

Alexeyev: Proclamation of Kosovo’s independence destabilized the region (Beta)

Russia fears that there could be a new mapping of borders in the Balkans after the unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo which has additionally destabilized the region, said high official of the Russian Foreign Ministry Aleksandr Alexeyev. He stressed that Moscow has information that different Albanian groups in countries of the region are jointly trying to initiate a new drawing of borders in the Balkans. According to him, it is obvious that after the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, the southern Serbian province is divided. Stating that Russia supports negotiations of UNMIK with Belgrade and believes that the mission must be in constant contact with Serbs, the Russian diplomat repeated the position of Moscow that UNMIK is present in Kosovo with a decision of the UN SC and that only this body has the power to change or alter its presence. 
Russian experts participating in reconstruction of destroyed monasteries in Kosovo (Tanjug)

Members of the Russian government high delegation discussed in the Serbian Patriarchy in Belgrade possible participation of Russian experts in the reconstruction of destroyed churches and monasteries in Kosovo, the Serbian Orthodox Church Press Office stated. The Russian government approved financial aid for reconstruction of the Orthodox sanctities in Kosovo and the Russian experts expressed desire to participate in all projects approved by the Serbian Orthodox Church. Russian experts will also discuss this with representatives of ministries of culture and faith and the Serbian Institute for Protection of Cultural Monuments. Agreements on reconstruction will involve the National Committee for cooperation with UNESCO.
Colombia, Belize recognize Kosovo (Tanjug)

Colombia and Belize have recognized Kosovo’s unilaterally declared independence. 
Columbia announced that it had recognized the independent state of Kosovo, Colombia’s UN ambassador wrote in a letter to Skender Hyseni, the province’s foreign policy chief. Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu received an official letter from the Belize authorities notifying him of their recognition of the province’s independence.
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