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· Kosovo and Serbia ‘battling’ over the Arabs (Koha Ditore)

· Richard Holbrooke to address Kosovo Assembly (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina still without an official agenda for the UN (Koha Ditore)

· Kouchner: Kosovo is still a complicated issue (Epoka e Re)

· Ivanovic: UNMIK is ruining jurisprudence and police in Kosovo (Zëri)

· Trajkovic says status issue should not be reopened for discussion (Lajm)

· Opposition united in the request for resignation of Minister Hyseni (Zëri)

· UNMIK gives no accountability on the emergency fund (Koha Ditore)

· Monsters (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo and Serbia ‘battling’ over the Arabs (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that while the Serbian Foreign Minister, Vuk Jeremic, has traveled to Egypt to lobby with the Arab League against recognition of Kosovo’s independence, the Government of Kosovo has decided to lobby the opposite from Pristina. The paper says no Kosovo representative will take part in the upcoming meeting of the Arab League saying that no Kosovo presence is necessary in the margins of the meeting.

“Serbia is leading a regressive offensive but it is useless because Arab countries will not be influenced by [Serbia’s] politics,” the paper quotes Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying. 

Richard Holbrooke to address Kosovo Assembly (Koha Ditore)

U.S. diplomat and broker of Dayton Peace Accord, Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, is to address the Kosovo Assembly in a special session, the paper reports. Holbrooke arrived in Pristina on Sunday for his first visit after Kosovo declared independence. “I have been here fifteen times but this is the first time I come to the independent country – Republic of Kosovo and this is a very emotional moment to be in a free and independent state of Kosovo,” Holbrooke said upon arrival.  
Ambassador Holbrooke is also expected to meet Kosovo leaders and hold a public lecture at the University of Pristina. 

Pristina still without an official agenda for the UN (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that a delegation of Serbian Foreign Ministry has been lobbying for three months now in the UN for a Serbian resolution that tries to challenge the legality of Kosovo’s independence at the International Court of Justice, whereas official Pristina still does not know the date when its delegation will travel to the New York.

“We will let you know on time,” the paper quotes President Sejdiu’s spokesperson Xhavit Beqiri as saying.

Kouchner: Kosovo is still a complicated issue (Epoka e Re)

The paper reports the head of the French diplomacy, Bernard Kouchner, said Kosovo is still a complicated issue. Kouchner also said that European Union will use the experience for the extinction of conflicts in the Balkans in the solution of crisis in Georgia.

Ivanovic: UNMIK is ruining jurisprudence and police in Kosovo (Zëri)

The state secretary in the so-called Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, said for Belgrade media that UNMIK “has slowly ruined its credibility, especially the sector dealing with jurisprudence and police.”

“The have not solved any serious crime in Kosovo and this puts in question their credibility. But starting from this fact, the idea that European Union will efface this function of UNMIK cannot be justified. This is impossible and nor right, simply because of the fact that UNMIK has been established by resolution 1244 and it can be undone only this way,” the paper quotes Ivanovic as saying.

Trajkovic says status issue should not be reopened for discussion (Lajm)

Deputy Leader of the Serb National Council, Rada Trajkovic, is quoted in the paper as saying in an interview for Voice of America that Kosovo status issue should not be discussed in a possible new dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade but that the talks should focus on substantial issues that both Kosovo Serbs and Albanians face. Trajkovic said Belgrade has paid a price for Milosevic’s behaviour and his irresponsibility toward the Albanian population in Kosovo but at the same time, Kosovo should also pay a price for the irresponsibility of its leaders toward Kosovo Serb population in the last ten years. 
Opposition united in the request for resignation of Minister Hyseni (Zëri)

The paper reports that opposition has called Foreign Minister Skënder Hyseni in interpellation and has asked for his resignation because of failure in lobbying and the delay in extending the diplomatic network abroad. Government officials replied to the opposition saying that lobbying and the delay in extending the diplomatic network abroad did not depend only on him.

UNMIK gives no accountability on the emergency fund (Koha Ditore)

The paper claims that UNMIK has never given any accountability for the spending of € 19 million from the Kosovo Consolidated Budget which were allocated for emergency reasons to the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Kosovo.  The paper writes that Ministry of Economy and Finance was never presented with a written report on how these funds were spent. 

Koha Ditore says it posed the question to the UNMIK Legal Office two weeks ago but got no reply while UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko told the paper he did not deal with the question at hand very often because it was not part of the everyday activity of the UNMIK’s Information office.

Monsters (Express)

The paper writes that UNMIK Pillar IV and Kosovo Trust Agency have burnt or disposed all privatization documents and that the newly-created Kosovo Privatisation Agency has found empty shelves and no-computer desks. Express says every important document was burnt and that this was done since early August when all Albanian staff of KTA were let go. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Kosovo and Serbia at “war” for Arabs

· Pristina still without an official agenda for the UN
· Union determined in police protest for salaries
· Protest against the increase of leaders’ salaries
· UNMIK gives no accountability on the emergency fund
Other headlines
· Holbrooke will hold a speech in the Assembly (3)

· Moore: A big difference between Kosovo, Ossetia and Abkhazia (4)

· Thaçi and Haradinaj sign a memorandum of understanding (4)

· More and more Serbs from Kosovo are leaving abroad (11)

Zëri

Front page   
· The difficult political autumn for the state of Kosovo?

· Editorial: The fight to strengthen the state

· OSCE: Kosovo institutions have increased political influence in police, justice and media

· Opposition united in the request for the resignation of Minister Skënder Hyseni
· Editorial: Decision time for official Skopje
· Richard Holbrooke visits Kosovo
· Ivanovic: UNMIK is ruining the jurisprudence and police in Kosovo
Other headlines

· The risk of Serb initiative was understood late? (3)
· Jeremic lobbies in Egypt against Kosovo (5)

· Sejdiu: Kosovo police is a guarantee of peace and security of the country (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Scandalous, the way the KTA archive was burnt

· Editorial: Demarcation beyond politics

· Kosovo better than before, les than satisfactory

· Collision with Serbs in the UN is coming closer
 

Other headlines

· Greece still does not recognize Kosovo (2)

· Holbrooke: I feel emotional in independent Kosovo (2)
· Diplomats get trained, embassies open in October (4)

· Trajkovic demands a Pristina and Belgrade dialog (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page   
· They forgot or ignored Serbia?

· Menduh Thaçi: Recognition of Kosovo, a golden moment for Macedonia

· Holbrooke for the first time in Kosovo after independence
· Courts in the north do not function as of 17 February
Other headlines

· Border demarcation in Debelldeh and Tanusha area has ended (2)
· Jeremic in Egypt, lobbies against Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Tadic: EULEX in Kosovo, not without UN approval (2)

· Karamanlis: Greece cannot change its policy towards Kosovo (2)

· Kouchner: Kosovo is still a complicated issue (3)

· Ivanovic: UNMIK cannot phase out (4) 

Express

Front page

· Monsters 

· Garden of tensions 

· Hyseni not going to Egypt

· Not with Hashim Thaçi 

Other headlines

· Greek unchanged stand (3)

· Opposition not presenting any alternatives (4)

· Constitution that laid foundations of statehood (5)

· Opposition unites them (5)

· Kosovo Chamber of Commerce opens office in Tirana (11)

Lajm

· Front page

· [Sejdiu] does not deserve € 3,100

· Makolli: Don’t stimulate corruption

Other headlines

· Jeremic seeks Arab support against Kosovo (2)

· Haradinaj: Opposition working for a unified stand (2)

· Kuçi: Opposition may accuse but does not present alternatives (3)

· Pay rise increases efficiency [KPS] (4)

· Trajkovic: Status should not be reopened for discussion (4)

Bota Sot 

Front page
· Near or far from EU integration?

· Independence of Kosovo was a legal process 

Other headlines 
· Demarcation concluded in Debellde and Tanusha (6)

· Gjakova LDK believes in innocence of Haraqija and Morina (6)

· U.S. KFOR invests in protection of cultural heritage (8)

InfoPress 

Front page
· Opposition of talks 

· Illegal antennas 

· Holbrooke in Pristina

· Tadic: We won’t give up on ICJ

Other headlines 
· Athens doesn’t change its stand (2)

· 18th anniversary, in Republic of Kosovo (3)

· Kouchner: We could not have acted any differently (3)

· Jeremic lobbies against independence (3)

· Elections would damage Kosovo (4)

· Ivanovic: UNMIK cannot be closed down (4)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Jeremic seeks support at Arab League summit (RTS)

· Bogdanovic: I hope for an agreement (Vecernje Novosti)

· UNMIK only legal mission (Vecernje Novosti)

Jeremic seeks support at Arab League summit (RTS)

Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has stated in Cairo that he will request at the meeting of the ministerial council of the Arab League support for Serbia’s initiative on an opinion of the International Court of Justice on independence of Kosovo. Following the meeting with Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Abul Geit, Jeremic said that he will try to prevent certain number of Arab countries that intended to recognize independence of Kosovo not to do so. RTS reports that Jeremic said that Egypt is firmly against independence of Kosovo. 

Bogdanovic: I hope for an agreement (Vecernje Novosti)

Announcing preparations for the upcoming meeting between UNMIK Head Lamberto Zannier and Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic, UNMIK headquarters in Pristina confirm that the basic topics of talks will refer to the police and judiciary. At the same time, recalling that Serbs cannot allow the use of the judiciary system of the “phantom state of Kosovo or the participation of Serb policemen under the KPS command,” Minister Bogdanovic is an optimist as regards the outcome of these negotiations. “The Serb side has so many times before proved that it advocates the respect of UNSCR 1244, which is the basis for UNMIK’s presence in Kosovo. That is why I believe in the possibility of an agreement, because we can arrive at a solution only through negotiations,” Minister Bogdanovic told Novosti. He opines that Kosovo Serb representatives should be included in the negotiations regarding the Serbs in the province. “Problems cannot be resolved by imposing any solution, and both UNMIK and Albanian representatives are aware of this. That is why the stand of our ministry is that Kosovo Serbs must propose solutions that are most suitable for their life in Kosovo, while the state of Serbia will be offering them support,” says Minister Bogdanovic. 

UNMIK only legal mission (Vecernje Novosti)

The State Secretary for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic has stated that UNMIK “has over the years slowly reduced its credibility, especially the sector that deals with the judiciary and police,” “They haven’t resolved one single serious crime in Kosovo and this seriously brings into question their credibility. One cannot justify only with that fact the idea that the EU should unilaterally abolish this UNMIK’s function. Simply because UNMIK was established with UNSCR 1244 and it can be abolished only with it,” explained Ivanovic. “Kosovo Albanians are not satisfied with UNMIK because they link it to a period when they weren’t independent but a protectorate,” he said. According to Ivanovic, this will not pass, because they are not the authority and they don’t have this possibility, although they can exert press pressure on UNMIK, as they are doing at present, but this will not be sufficient reason for UNMIK to be abolished by itself. He warns that neither the present UNMIK head nor any future one has the mandate to close down the mission, but that it must operate in adherence to its mandate given to it by the SC and the UN Secretary-General. “UNMIK was established in a regular, internationally-legal manner. Now it is literally the last straw for all political players in Kosovo, because, along with KFOR, it is the only legal mission,” underlined Ivanovic.

Disclaimer
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