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· Embargo against Serbian goods expected to be removed 16 September (Koha Ditore)

· NATO requests more coordination and communication from Kosovo authorities (Koha Ditore) 

· Frattini and Hoxhaj emphasize European perspective (Koha Ditore)

· Rexhepi: We will catch them (Epoka e Re) 

· Tahiri: Stefanovic fears telling the truth (Epoka e Re) 

· Thaçi has met Tadic two times (dailies)

· Unionists of Islamic Community want traditional Islam in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Embargo against Serbian goods expected to be removed 16 September (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that on 16 September Kosovo will remove its embargo towards Serbian goods. According to the paper imports will be able to pass through customs points at Merdare and Brnjak, and later in Jarinje. According to Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Jarinje’s infrastructure must be improved before goods can pass.  Oil, alcohol, cigarettes can be cleared at Merdar from 16 September he says. Thaçi adds that all points Kosovo customs officers will be stationed and all customs collected by them will go into the Kosovo budget and spent according to laws of Kosovo. “The Kosovo Government is determined to start the full implementation of the agreement between Kosovo and international authorities for the functionality of the customs points 1 (Jarinje) and 31 (Brnjak) on September 16. Initially point 31 will be opened, followed by 1 after improvements to infrastructure”, said Thaçi. When discussing the agreement Thaci reads it as the beginning of recognition of Kosovo by Serbia. 

NATO requests more coordination and communication from Kosovo authorities (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the President of the Republic of Kosovo Atifete Jahjaga, terminated her visit to Brussels with a meeting Wednesday morning with NATO Secretary General Andres Fogh Rasmussen. This daily reports that the President annulled her meeting at the European Policies Center (EPC) scheduled for Wednesday afternoon, “due to engagements in Kosovo.” This daily also reports that there was no press conference after Jahjaga’s meeting at NATO, however, NATO sources told this daily that NATO General Secretary and the Kosovo President discussed the situation in Kosovo, especially in the north, and NATO’s role. A NATO official reportedly told this daily that Rasmussen expressed to Jahjaga the stance that “any unilateral action in the north, does not help,” adding that KFOR will remain at Gates 1 and 31as long as it is needed. According to these sources he told Jahjaga that more coordination and communication is required in the future. 

Frattini and Hoxhaj emphasize European perspective (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that while talking about the European perspective of the Balkans, Kosovo Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj and his Italian counterpart Franco Frattini, agreed that the Republic of Kosovo should not be the last country in Europe which is without freedom of movement for people and goods. “We are the only country in the Balkans who does not have visa liberalization. We are the only country which does not have contractual relations with the European Union. Therefore, today I have asked for the help of Minister Frattini and of Italy to use their influence in the EU, in order for Kosovo not to remain a forgotten nation”, said Hoxhaj. Frattini ensured Minister Hoxhaj that Italy will push for Kosovo.  

Rexhepi: We will catch them (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Kosovo’s Minister of Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi, said that Kosovo institutions are determined to establish law and order in the north and bring all criminals there to justice. “Together with our international partners, we are very much determined to bring the criminals in front of the Justice,” said Rexhepi. He added that the institutions of the Republic of Kosovo have a strategic plan to catch the criminals that act in the northern part of the country, while working in a democratic way. “The extension of authority is not only an issue of arresting criminals, but also a push for citizens that live in that part of the country to support and respect Kosovo institutions, this should increase,” said Rexhepi. He added that initially, financing of the parallel structures in the north should seize, and if the Serbian state does not do this, then Kosovo’s institutions will deal with this issue.    
Tahiri: Stefanovic fears telling the truth (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the chief of the Kosovo delegation in the discussions with Serbia, Edita Tahiri said that the reached agreement between Kosovo and Serbia confirms recognition of customs stamps of Kosovo by Serbia, however, the Serbian negotiator Borko Stefanovic, fears telling the truth. “Stefanovic offered other options, such as EULEX stamps, however this was unacceptable for us. I think that Stefanovic fears the Serbian public opinion and is therefore not telling the truth,” she said. 

Asked whether there is any evidence to prove this, she responded: “You can request Stefanovic, your negotiator, to give you the text of the agreement, and you will see. I will present the text to our media once we receive the official text from Cooper.” 

Thaçi has met Tadic two times (dailies)

Wikileaks published two documents which testify to two meetings between the Kosovo Prime Minister and the President of Serbia, who publicly stated that they don’t recognize the other’s country. One meeting happened in New York and the other one Athens. Tadic, according to the documents said that he agreed with Thaçi that “direct contacts between Belgrade and Kosovo Albanians would be useful.”

Greece will not change its stance towards Kosovo (dailies)

All the dailies report that Greek Foreign Minister Stavros Lambrinidis, said that the stance of Athens towards Kosovo remains unchanged. According to him, “Kosovo is an issue which requires a European solution”. Lambrinidis said that Greece supports the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina and that the dialogue expresses a “right path”.

Unionists of Islamic Community want traditional Islam in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that just one day after its creation the Union of Islamic Community Workers said the Kosovo Islamic Community is not doing enough after many years of its existence and that “traditional Islam should be implemented in Kosovo.” This was said by Idriz Bilalli, Imam of the Mosque in Poduejve. Bilalli said that the prevalent attitude of distancing Kosovo society from Islam is not shared by his union. 
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· Kosovo to enjoy the right of freedom of movement (2)

· Greece does not feel pressure to recognize Kosovo (2)
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· Eagle – main symbol of KSF (11)
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