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__________________________________________________
· Thaçi visits Peja (dailies)

· Assembly to be disbanded before elections (Koha Ditore)

· Daci: Elections in spring (Koha Ditore)

· Rexhepi calls for break-up of the coalition (Express)

· “Fryma e Re” announces political concept (Zëri)

· Commission says Kosovo is not ready to start the visa dialogue (Koha Ditore)

· Nazim Bllaca declared cooperating witness (dailies)

· Tali: Mr. Kermabon, your work was less than nothing! (Bota Sot)

· UAM threatens Mitrovica Municipality with force (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK slams doors to Albanian journalists (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi visits Peja (dailies)

“The Kosovo political specter and democracy in Kosovo has been a model for the region and within this the PDK was the model for Kosovo,” said Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi during a visit to Peja. Upon his departure from the city, Peja Mayor from AAK, Ali Berisha, said the visit at this particular time is part of Thaçi’s campaign. Thaçi also met local businessmen, teachers and students in Peja. He also commented on the AAK’s leader’s detention in The Hague. Thaçi said Ramush Haradinaj has been wrongly indicted. “I believe in international justice but I also strongly believe in the injustice for Mr. Haradinaj,” said Thaçi.

Assembly to be disbanded before elections (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the scenario of early elections that are organized in Kosovo has been revealed. The Kosovo Assembly will be disbanded after it has voted for the budget of 2011. Afterwards, the acting President in duty, Jakup Krasniqi, will declare early elections. The Head of ICO, Pieter Feith, talked publicly about the scenario of early elections on Thursday. Also, international sources have predicted that the early elections will lead to an inter-party agreement. Feith, in Gjilan, called the process that is expected to happen, normal. “Everything what happened during last week has been in full compliance with the constitution and now we expect steps to be taken for the Kosovo Assembly disbanding and the setting of the date of elections”, said Feith. “All these steps are normal and I don’t see any institutional crises”, he added.
Daci: Elections in spring (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore carries an extensive interview with Nexhat Daci, leader of the Democratic League of Dardania (LDD), highlighting his prediction that parliamentary elections will be held in spring next year. Daci told the paper that he is certain that the two Rugovian political parties, LDK and LDD, would be a certain winner in the election race if they were to join forces. However, for such a coalition, Daci has a condition: he doesn’t want Sejdiu in his formation at the helm of the Democratic League of Kosovo.

Commenting on acting President Jakup Krasniqi’s work, Daci said Krasniqi has the willingness to work with regularity but he didn’t rule out the possibility that Krasniqi could face outside pressure. He also said that Kosovo would not be facing this situation if the PDK-LDK coalition would work in the interests of the country and not for personal and clan interests. Daci also predicts that if the current coalition would be renewed after the next general elections, Kosovo citizens would flee the country.

Rexhepi calls for break-up of the coalition (Express)

Express reports that LDK MP Fatmir Rexhepi called, in yesterday’s session of the Kosovo Assembly, for the break-up of the PDK-LDK coalition arguing that the agreement died the day when Fatmir Sejdiu resigned from the post of state President. Rexhepi called on his party, the LDK, to abandon the coalition and to follow constitutional norms in order to pave the way for a technical government. 

“It is good for the two political parties to announce that the coalition agreement is dead. I call on the LDK to act as quickly as possible in its party meetings and to end this coalition. I think this would be the best thing so that the country can move toward a technical government and in order to have a better political climate for elections,” Rexhepi was quoted as saying.

“Fryma e Re” announces political concept (Zëri)

The newest political party in Kosovo, Fryma e Re, has announced its political concept saying that road offered by the party is that of development, of return of dignity for the Kosovars and of choosing the road that leads Kosovo towards European Union accession. “We did not expect the state of Kosovo would so fast turn into a country where basic welfare is a luxury; when sincerity is not paid off; where the law is mercilessly violated by those in power; where citizens live in anxiety over the future of their children,” says a press release issued by the party.

Commission says Kosovo is not ready to start the visa dialogue (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that European Parliament, with a high majority of votes, has supported the visa removal for Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, leaving Kosovo as the only state in the region where its citizens cannot move without visas, also for a considerable amount of time. While some European Parliament members have requested that “Kosovo not be isolated in this aspect”, Cecilia Malmstrom, Commissioner for Interior Affairs, has blamed Kosovo, saying that “Kosovo is not ready yet” to start the formal dialogue for visas.

Nazim Bllaca declared cooperating witness (dailies)

The person who came out publicly and accused a number of Kosovo public figures of being involved in serious criminal acts, Nazim Bllaca, has been declared by the Pristina District Court as a cooperating with witness in the murder case of Salih Gashi. 

Tali: Mr. Kermabon, your work was less than nothing! (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports that in yesterday’s assembly session, MP Driton Tali read a letter addressed to outgoing EULEX chief Yves de Kermabon. “I salute you General Kermabon and thank you for doing nothing during your mandate. You general, did nothing, said that things could not be done overnight, but you did nothing. What did you do with the resources you had available? Nothing. Less than nothing,” said Tali. In his letter, Tali accused Kermabon of failing to investigate abusive UNMIK staff members. “You Mr. Kermabon even failed to investigate representatives of UNMIK for the fact that they committed numerous abuses.”
UAM threatens Mitrovica Municipality with force (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the UNMIK Administration in north of Mitrovica, still evaluates that it has authority in that part of Kosovo, even to threaten to Mitrovica Municipality with force. The upcoming cause for the trouble is a local road in the village of Vidomiriq, north of Kosovo. The road which connects the Albanian inhabitants of this village with those of Little Zvecan is a project financed by the Mitrovica Municipality and building has started weeks before. However, in a decision taken on 1 October, the UNMIK Administration in north of Mitrovica (UAM) has evaluated the building of the road as an illegal act and ordered the holders of the project (Municipality of Mitrovica) to stop with works or to face force. “It is requested from the investor in Mitrovica Municipality and from the implementer of the works to immediately STOP the works in building the local road in the Village of Vidomiriq. The works have been started without the approval of the responsible department of UNMIK Administration. In the case that they do not act according to this decision, the execution will be implemented by force at the costs of the party and a special conclusion will be released”, says in the decision of UAM.

UNMIK slams doors to Albanian journalists (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

The Association of Journalists from Mitrovica reacted against the behavior of officials from the UNMIK administration in the city who, for a while now, have closed their doors for Albanian journalists that report from Mitrovica. The Association said Albanian journalists have been unable to get any statement from UNMIK officials for the entire year. The Association says the same approach is not however applied to Serb journalists who are always welcomed in UNMIK offices. Journalists called on UNMIK central office in Pristina to react against the irresponsible behavior of administration officials in Mitrovica by making them more transparent to the media and not obstructive.  

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Assembly to be disbanded before elections

· Commission says Kosovo is not ready to start visa dialogue

· Albania welcomes decision for visa liberalization

· LDD leader wants elections in spring

· Nazim Bllaca declared cooperating witness

· UAM threatens Mitrovica Municipality with force

· MP accuses Asanaj of giving houses to politicians

Other headlines

· Thaçi to Peja residents: PDK is a model (3)

· Civil society calls on EC to provide a roadmap for Kosovo (3)

· Feith: Processes in Kosovo normal and in line with the Constitution (4)

· Dacic explains EULEX arrests in the north (4)

· Tremors in Gjilan region (4)

· LDK divided over extension of ruling coalition with the PDK (7)

Zëri

Front page

· PDK caught in the crossfire

· Vetëvendosje not intimidated by Fresh Air

· The coalition is dead

· Millions for the defense of Kosovo or the Government

· Kelmendi: Institutional vacuum 

· Kosovo envies Albania

Other headlines

· Thaçi opens bag of promises in Peja (2)

· NATO steps up security in the north (2)

· Bogdanovic: NATO is provoking Serbs (2)

· War against crime in Kosovo should not be politicized (2)

· FAIR publishes political concept (3)
Kosova Sot 
Front page

· Europe removes visas for Albania

· Big parties refresh lists 

· Rexhepi calls for a technical government

· Arrest warrants, Serbia’s words not heeded 

· Editorial: Historical decision for Albania

Other headlines

· BIK against protests for headscarves (2)

· Faith: There is no institutional crisis (3)

· Joint meeting today on date for elections (4)

· Consultations on Pristina-Belgrade dialogue ongoing (4)

· Visa liberalisation, Kosovo’s turn now (4)

· Sympathy and disappointment for de Kermabon (4)

· EULEX, we will not tolerate anymore (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Great day for Albanians

· Thaçi: Peja has given a lot to Kosovo 

· Elections, on 6 or 13 February?

· Islamic community against protest

Other headlines

· Consultations for Pristina-Belgrade dialogue continue (3)

· Dacic: Fight against crime in Kosovo should not be politicised (3)

· Tetovo shows solidarity with Haradinaj (3)

· Lunacek: Kosovo without visa liberalisation, painful (3)

· Rexhepi on his own speaks about coalition breakup (5)

· Security for all (7)

· Buhler: No secret agenda in the north (7)

· UNMIK welcomes Serb journalists, slams door to Albanian ones (10)

Express
Front page

· It is over

· BIK against

· Listens to Peja

· Tolaj, on Bukoshi’s protection

Other headlines

· Coalition should continue (4)

· Mass: The model of two Germanys’ should be applied (5)

· Disband it please (5)

· Bogdanovic calls KFOR soldiers occupiers (6)

· 2012, the year of KSF (7)

· UNMIK in Mitrovica ignores media (7)

· There is no secret agenda (10)

Lajm

Front page

· For another kind of country

· Rexhepi, alone against coalition

· Feith: There is no institutional crisis in Kosovo

· Arrest of politicians involved in crimes, expected  

· Thaçi promises University to Peja 

· Law on registration of population endorsed

· Lunacek requests facilitation of visas

Other headlines

· Albanians without visas in Europe (2)

· Krasniqi: Coalition should continue (2)

· KSF goals to be achieved in 2012 (3)

· Mufti against the protest on scarves (3)

· No agreement on election date (3)

· Memorandum of understanding (4)

· Serbs protest against establishment of EULEX equipment (4)

· Municipality supports measures in the north (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Everybody against each other in the “battle” for the power?

· LDK Assembly members calls the governing coalition “dead”!

Other headlines

· Lunacek: Kosovo without visas, painful!  (2) 

· KSF aims to be part of NATO (4)

· Minster Hyseni convinced: I will 100 percent lobby for the party! (4)

· Buehler: There is no hidden agenda for the north (6)

· Mr. Kermabon, your work was less than nothing! (10)
InfoPress 
Front page

· The progress report on 9 November
Other headlines 
· In consultations for the date of elections (2)

· KFOR is occupying the north (2)

· Thaçi believes in innocence of Haradinaj (3)

· He requests the brake of coalition (5)

· Serbia does not recognize Kosovo diplomas (5)

· MEF, 52 million just for “image” (6)
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