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Main Stories                     8 December 2010
__________________________________________________
· European Commission unhappy with anticorruption efforts of the government (Koha Ditore)

· EU to Kosovars: Don’t do mistakes of Albania in elections (Koha Ditore, dailies)

· Surroi: The talks should lead Kosovo and Serbia into the EU (Koha Ditore)

· Ambassadors’ request from citizens to vote (Koha Ditore, dailies)

· Mustafa: The dialogue is led from the poll winner (Koha Ditore)

· France: Serbia should recognize Kosovo if it wants EU (Koha Ditore)

· Government gives 1.5 million Euro for the flooded in Albania and in Kosovo (Koha Ditore, dailies)

· They hit the partners (Express)

· Hague refuses Haradinaj’s request for temporary release (dailies) 

· Drashkovic, appeal for the missing (Zëri) 

· Anticorruption agency verifies wealth of candidates (Kosova Sot) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

European Commission unhappy with anticorruption efforts of the government (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the new law of public procurement, according to the European Commission, does not present sufficient efforts for improvement of the problems in the progress report, as it rejects the efforts for accountability and fighting corruption. This law, which entered into force on 1 December this year, contains a considerable number of articles which are inconsistent with the European criteria of public procurement. Neither Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi nor the Government Spokesman would address media on the matters concerning the letter of the European Commission. “Our draft law in an explicit way wanted to avoid the provisions which have to do with allowances of procurement officers to sign themselves public contracts, or allowances of the Agency for Public Procurement to have a full control of sourced tenders, reducing the power of Public Procurement Regulatory Commission in monitoring of tenders”, says the letter of European Commission headed to the heads of the government.

EU to Kosovars: Don’t do mistakes of Albania in elections (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that European Union said to Kosovars that the eyes of the international community will be turned to them on Sunday and that elections are a big test and a good chance for Kosovo to prove itself. The Leaders of the European Parliament delegation who are going to monitor elections on Sunday in Kosovo, Doris Pack and Ulrike Lunacek, have called for a massive turnout of citizens in these elections in order to demonstrate that Kosovars are ready to take in their hands their newest state. In a press conference in Brussels they expressed themselves as convinced that Kosovars will know how to organize elections and avoid irregularities, while the CEC will have the main responsibility. Doris Pack warned political parties in Kosovo not to make the mistakes that Albania made. “I believe they will not have the courage to do what is done in Albania, because they see what consequences Albania had from this. If the elections will be regular, if the Election Council and our monitors say this, then no one should dare not to accept the result”, said Doris Pack. 
Surroi: The talks should lead Kosovo and Serbia into the EU (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the talks between Kosovo and Serbia should not be treated as technical, but as negotiations towards the strategic aim of the two countries, which is EU membership by the year 2020, said Veton Surroi, Head of the board of the Foreign Policy Club, in an presentation at “John Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies” in Washington, USA. According to Surroi, the aims of this process should be internal normalization of Kosovo, while gradually eliminating the illegal presence of Serbia in the north, mutual cooperation without mutual recognition between Kosovo and Serbia and the clarification of relations between Pristina and Brussels, while putting Kosovo on an equal level with other countries in the Balkans. 

Ambassadors’ request from citizens to vote (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that Ambassadors of Quint countries are not concerned about the results of elections of 12 December. This, at least, is what they stated on Tuesday, during a visit in Central Election Commission. Ambassadors are not concerned about the harsh language which is being used by political parties, about the public statements that they are not going to enter coalitions, and about how possibility that close results will make impossible the creation of the new government. The diplomats of the strongest countries, who recognized the independence of Kosovo, and also the heads of other international missions in Kosovo, have only two aims this Sunday. According to them everything that needs to be done on the Election Day is for citizens to vote and the parties to respect their vote.

Mustafa: The dialogue is led from the poll winner (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of LDK, Isa Mustafa, has stated to BBC that talks with Serbia about the issues of common interest are not an issue of only one individual, but of the future government and parliament of Kosovo and of the cooperation with all political parties in the country. He said that the talks should be led by the winner of elections of 12 December and he did not hide the aim of LDK, which he leads, to win the elections.

France: Serbia should recognize Kosovo if it wants EU (Koha Ditore)

One of the strongest countries and an initiator of the European Union, France, has made it clear that Serbia cannot get the membership in the EU without recognizing the independence of Kosovo, says Koha Ditore. A diplomatic message, which the US Embassy in Paris sent to the State Department, talks about the clear stance of French diplomacy towards the membership of Serbia. The diplomatic message contains the vision of Deputy Secretary of French Foreign Ministry for Continental Europe, Roland Galarage. The message was sent on 22 February this year and has been published in the Wikileaks internet platform.

Government gives 1.5 million Euro for the flooded in Albania and in Kosovo (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the outgoing Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, decided to give 1 million Euros for the people of the flooded area of Shkoder, as he said, “brothers from Albania, from Shkoder and suburbs”. And another half million has been given for inhabitants of Kosovo, who also suffered from the raise of water level, which has resulted in flooding.

They hit the partners (Express)

The poll of the Foreign Policy Club angered AAK. The Leaders of this party took a swipe at LDK and Veton Surroi. They said that the Club is trying to remove the blame from LDK, which it blames for the mismanagement of the country. At the same time they said that this organization has been put in the service of the party of Isa Mustafa.

Hague refuses Haradinaj’s request for temporary release (dailies) 

Dailies report that The Hague Tribunal has refused the request of Ramush Haradinaj to be released from detention during the holidays at the end of the year. A press release issued by the prosecution says that The Hague Tribunal has difficulties to convince witnesses to witness against former KLA leader Ramush Haradinaj at the repeated trial that should start in January or February of the next year. According to the prosecution, Haradinaj’s release would only add to the increased concern of the witnesses and could impact on their non-appearance at the Tribunal.

Drashkovic, appeal for the missing (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the Leader for the Renewal of Serbia, Vuk Draskovic, appealed to Kosovo Serbs to participate in the 12 December elections, considering that this is the only way to come out of isolation. Draskovic stated that the position of Serbia’s Institutions has not been quite clear regarding the participation of Serbs in elections, and added that different from the past, Belgrade is using a more diplomatic language. 

Anticorruption agency verifies wealth of candidates (Kosova Sot) 

Kosova Sot reports that the head of the Anti-corruption Agency, Hasan Preteni, said that the institution which he leads has started to verify the data presented, after their publication. “Both presentations are ready, and they can be compared now,” said Preteni adding that data of the candidates for deputies that carried this position also during the previous mandate can be compared. Kosova Sot reports that a large number of the candidates have grown richer during the recent years, especially those that have had official posts. 
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Koha Ditore
Front page

· European Commission dissatisfied with anti-corruption efforts of the Government

· EU to Kosovars: Do not make Albania’s mistakes on elections

· France: Serbia has to recognize Kosovo if it wants EU

· Surroi: Discussions should lead Kosovo and Serbia towards EU

· PDK,LDK, AKR, AAK charged with 18 thousand euros for violation of the law

Other headlines

· Ambassadors request from citizens to vote (2)

· Mustafa: Dialogue to be lead by the winners (2)

· Government allocates 1.5 million euros for the affected from overflows in Albania (3)

· FER promises doubling of pensions within nine months (4)

· Integration of the north, Thaçi’s number one priority (4)

· LDK presents its election offer in Dukagjin (5)

· Pacolli: Kosovo-Albanian unification within 15 years (6)

· Rugova: We will integrate the north, revitalize Trepça (6)

· LDD promises that citizens’ dreams will come true (7)

· Vetëvendosje determined to change the Constitution (8)

· Feith appeals for equal education possibilities for the children of RAE communities (9)

Zëri

Front page

· Government weaker than opposition

· Jackson: Citizens of Kosovo decide about the future government

· One million euros for Shkodër

· Serbia has to recognize Kosovo in order to join EU

· Ministers forget Kosovo

Other headlines

· Kelmendi: What would you like, we sell presidents, prime ministers, ministers… (2)

· Dell does not comment the language of the campaign (2)

· Elections, a democracy test for Kosovo (2)

· Ivanovic: Discussions, within this year (2)

· “False” poll (6)

· Decision on Ramush, in 2011 (4)

· Draskovic appeals for elections (4)

· Kurti: Armoured vehicles for prosecutors, not politicians (5)

· FER promises to resolve water problems (5)

· State promises (6)

· Mustafa promises to strengthen justice (6)

· LDD will create the state loved by everyone (6)

· “Vakat” for massive participation in elections (6)

· Shala: Mitrovica has been lied by governors (7)

· Thaçi: Yes to the U.S. and EU, no to communism (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Polls, virtual deceive and phone calls

· Anti-corruption verifies wealth of candidates

· Return of millions

· Do not become like in Albania

Other headlines

· AAK contests the poll (2)

· Dell: Be proud of CEC (2)

· Elections, without serious programs (3)

· Mustafa: Dialogue with Serbia to be lead the winner of elections (4)

· Serbia to recognize Kosovo in order join EU (4)

· Decision for Haradinaj to be made next year (4)

· Kosovo should reconsider agreement with IMF (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Kosovo’s “George Washington” leads the competition 

· Pacolli: We will make Gjakova a free economic zone

· Thaçi promises extension of sovereignty beyond river Ibër

· LDK will continue with the reform 

· Kurti: We will not allow re-projecting of division of Mitrovica 

· Daci: LDD’s mission is only the state

· FAIR will never leave aside the youth and the elder 

Other headlines

· Kosovo to prove level of democracy on 12 December (2)

· One million allocated for brothers from Albania (2)

· Hague refuses Haradinaj’s request for temporary release (2)

· Graffiti return: Isë why did you deceive Ukë? (4)
Express
Front page

· They hit the partners
· Migration for salary
· Don’t complain vote
Other headlines

· Shkëlzen Maliqi: Images of campaign (2)

· Kosovo, democracy in speed (3)

· Long road towards liberalization (4)

· Mobilizes supporters (6)

· They want Dukagjin (7)

· They have been consumed (8)

· State, state and only state (8)

· Nostalgia about Rugova (9)

· Believes in the poll (9)

· About heating Prime Minister reacts (11)

· The agreement with IMF is not respected (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Thaçi: No to the east and communism, yes to USA, yes to Europe for Kosovo

· Ukë Rugova: Without united Mitrovica there is not development of Kosovo

· Pacolli swears that he will make Kosovo respected in the world

Other headlines

· Pacolli: The youth to leave the emigration, to return in the homeland  (2) 

· Elections to be monitored by 120 teams of the EU (2)

· After 12 December you don’t have what to complain for (4)

· Wanted: Does anyone know where Fatmir Sejdiu is?! (4)

· LDK and PDK agreement to stop the drive of AAK (6)

· Jackson believes that everything will go well on Sunday (7)
· Coalition with PDK damaging and strangling for democracy (7)

· AKR is the only party to open the door for as (9)

InfoPress 
Front page

· CEC is doing great job
· 1 million euro for Shkodër
Other headlines 
· Serbia in the EU when it recognizes Kosovo (3)

· In which hands is independence of Kosovo?! (4)

· LDD promises highway until Dheu I Bardhë (5)

· Thaçi promises integration of Mitrovica (7)

· FAIR promises for the best state in Balkans (7)
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