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· Motion on reciprocity towards Serbia approved (dailies) 

· Thaçi: We received support for our European perspective (dailies)

· UN Secretary General hails IBM agreement (Epoka e Re)

· The Government denied our statehood (Zëri)

· Dialogue to resume in January (Zëri)

· NATO calls for removal of all barricades (dailies)

· De Marnhac: There should be full freedom of movement in the north (dailies) 

· Barricaders cannot avoid penal responsibility (Koha) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Motion on reciprocity towards Serbia approved (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Kosovo Assembly obliged the Government on Wednesday to implement full reciprocitymeasures towards Serbia. With 42 votes for, the Assembly approved the three points proposed by Vetëvendosje, which call on the Government to apply measures of reciprocity, support local production and in cooperation with trade enterprises find replacements for products imported from Serbia. 

Deputies of the governing coalition parties were found “asleep” at the moment of the vote for the motion of Vetëvendosje with more than half of them missing, reports Koha Ditore. Some deputies from the governing coalition, PDK deputy Njazi Idrizi, AKR deputy Emin Gërbeshi and SLS deputy Goran Marinkovic voted for the motion, two deputies abstained. 

The endorsed motion would see the Government undertaking measures of complete political, economic and trade reciprocity. 

Thaçi: We received support for our European perspective (dailies)
All dailies cover yesterday’s meeting that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi had in Brussels with European Union Council President Herman Van Rompuy. The papers highlight Thaçi’s message that Kosovars should be optimistic about the path toward the European integration because the EU has expressed clear support for Kosovo’s membership. 

Thaçi told reporters afterwards that the meeting was constructive and that he received support for dialogue on visa liberalization, trade agreements and Kosovo’s membership in the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

When asked about the situation in northern Kosovo, Thaçi said the Government of Kosovo in coordination with the US and the EU is trying to resolve the problems in that part of Kosovo. He added that elections must be held in that region in line with the laws and Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo.

In a media statement, Van Rompuy said the EU welcomes the latest positive results in dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, especially the agreement on the management of the crossing points which both parties are committed to implement. “I expressed my appreciation to Prime Minister Thaçi for his constructive role and I encouraged him to move forward in reaching further results in the interest of Kosovo, Serbia and the region,” Van Rompuy added in his statement.
UN Secretary General hails IBM agreement (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon hailed the agreement on the joint management of borders between Kosovo and Serbia, adding he hopes it will pave the way to normalization of the situation at the crossing points in Jarinje and Bërnjak. Ban said he expects the agreement will peacefully reinstall freedom of movement. Ban also called on all parties to respect the agreements reached through dialogue, to refrain from unilateral actions and to support the reduction of tensions on the ground.
The Government denied our statehood (Zëri)

Zëri reports on the leading front-page story that AAK MP Daut Haradinaj received a text message to his cell phone, moments after the agreements on IBM with Serbia was announced, from a Western diplomat stating: “The agreement between Kosovo and Serbia is a knife in Germany’s back. I feel like shit with the government you have”. At the time Haradinaj was attending the funeral of Albanian King, Leka Zogu I. 
In an interview for the paper, Haradinaj said all international agreements must be ratified at the Kosovo Parliament, “because the law on ratification of international agreements obliges us to do so”. Personally, he says that with the agreement the Government of Kosovo has in a way renounced its state sovereignty. 
Haradinaj confirmed “secret” meetings with Prime Minister Thaçi but denied ever discussing a possible coalition between the AAK and PDK. Haradinaj was surprised when asked if it was true that Thaçi sent people to Ramush Haradinaj telling him that “if he wants to become the future Prime Minister of Kosovo he must lower his guns”.
Dialogue to resume in January (Zëri)

Zëri quotes sources in the Kosovo Government as saying that if everything goes according to plan, dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade will resume in the first half of January next year. EU officials did not confirm the information, saying that the date for the next round of dialogue is being discussed. Officials in Brussels however did say they were optimistic that talks will resume in January if the agreements reached so far start to be implemeneted. Freedom of movement, the paper notes, is expected to begin on 26 December.
NATO calls for removal of all barricades (dailies)
Several dailies report that NATO foreign ministers in their annual meeting in Brussels condemned the attack against KFOR troops in northern Kosovo and called on all parties to cooperate with the international mission in order to ensure freedom of movement in that part of Kosovo.

NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen welcomed the removal of some barricades in northern Kosovo but called for the removal of all roadblocks.
Koha Ditore reports that some countries were critical of Serbia and its role in creating tensions in northern Kosovo, whereas there were also countries that said that Serbia should not be the only one criticized.

De Marnhac: There should be full freedom of movement in north (dailies) 

Epoka e Re reports that  the chief of the EULEX mission, Xavier de Marnhac, met in Belgrade with the President of Serbia Boris Tadic. According to a press release issued by EULEX, the meeting took place in a warm atmosphere, and the main issue discussed was the need to improve the freedom of movement in the north of Kosovo. The EULEX chief stressed the fact that the barricades in the north have to be removed and that “another permanent and unconditioned approach is required by all parties, including EULEX and international organizations.” According to him, return of the freedom of movement is an absolute precondition for the effective rule of law in the whole of Kosovo. “The meeting went well. I raised some significant issues. I welcomed the recent appeal of President Tadic to those in the north to remove the barricades. I believe that actions will proceed,” said de Marnhac. 

Barricaders cannot avoid penal responsibility (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbs in northern Mitrovica did not move even a stone on Wednesday. So far, according to the daily, they have removed only three barricades, which for authorities, does not equate to freedom of movement. The two main motorways, Mitrovica – Zubin Potok and Mitrovica – Leposavic, are still blocked. The largest barricade, and perhaps most important as it divides Mitrovica, on bridge also remains.  Kosovo Police claim that those who constructed the barricades and orchestrated the violence in the north will be charged. Kosovo Police Spokesperson, Besim Hoti,  said on Wednesday that EULEX is responsible for investigations, however Kosovo authorities are ready to help with them. “Without giving  names, it is well known that those behind the violence come from the parallel structures,” said Hoti. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Assembly adopts motion on reciprocity toward Serbia

· NATO calls for removal of all barricades

· Families insist on issue of missing persons to be discussed in Brussels

Other headlines

· Barricaders cannot avoid penal responsibility (2)

· Thaçi: We received support for European perspective (3)

· Tahiri claims no responsibility if package does not contain her promises (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Government denied our statehood

· Assembly adopts motion on reciprocity with Serbia

· Dialogue to resume in January

· No fines for old license plates

Other headlines

· Thaçi: We are optimistic about visas (2)

· Ivanovic: We will accept Belgrade’s decision (2)

· Poland supports Kosovo (2)

· Motion annuls agreements in Brussels (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Assembly reinstates reciprocity

· Editorial: A fair decision

· Institutions and public enterprises are investigated on corruption

· Construction of Pristina-Hani i Elezit highway will not start before 2013

· More trafficked Kosovars this year

Other headlines

· Thaçi calls for clear instructions from the EU (2)

· The doubts of the opposition (2)

· The chambers support the motion (3)

· NATO: All barricades must be removed (4)

· De Marnhac in Belgrade, topic of northern Kosovo discussed (4)

· Germany does not remove “barricade” for Serbia (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Thaçi praised in Brussels

· Assembly reinstates reciprocity with Serbia

· Germany does not give ground in Serbia’s case

· Witness X was living in inhuman conditions

Other headlines

· NATO calls for removal of all barricades (2)

· Marnhac: There should be full freedom of movement in the north (2)

· Lunacek congratulates Thaçi for work on visa liberalization (3)

Express

Front page

· Hope from Brussels

· The confusing motion

· Mujë, come visit the police

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Our crimes (2)

· Shkullaku: Motion of non-trust for the opposition (3)

· Poland supports Kosovo (4)

· Draskovic: Enemies are among us (5)

· NATO: Remove the barricades (5)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Opposition stronger than the government, reciprocity reinstated

· Rompuy: You do your homework, we’ll remove visas

· Germany shuts Europe’s doors to Serbia

· Government and opposition neck to neck over visa liberalization

Other headlines

· Thaçi meets Rompuy, gets support on start of visa dialogue (2)

· Ban Ki-moon hails border agreement (2)

· Kosovo Serbs to move to eastern Serbia? (2)

· Poland supports Kosovo’s territorial integrity (3)
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