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· Establishment of new institutions in March (Koha Ditore)

· U.S.: Kosovo to be recognized at the global level (dailies)

· Draskovic: Agreement, not partition (Express)

· Stop threats (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Establishment of new institutions in March (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reported on the front page on Sunday that the full completion of new central institutions of Kosovo is not expected to happen before mid-March. Valdete Daka, chairwoman of the Central Election Commission (CEC), is quoted as saying that the results of 12 December parliamentary elections will be certified in February. 

The Constitution notes that the constitutive session of the Assembly of Kosovo should be held within 30 days after the announcement of final election results. The Assembly then elects the President and the latter decides on the head of the new government who then has only two weeks to present the new government to the Assembly to vote.

U.S.: Kosovo to be recognized at the global level (dailies)

Dailies on Sunday quoted U.S. State Department official Thomas Countryman as saying that the U.S. will continue its engagement to increase the number of recognitions for Kosovo’s independence. 

“The U.S. is determined that Kosovo receives full recognition from the international community and to become a member of all leading international institutions,” Countryman was quoted as saying.

The U.S. official also called on Kosovo authorities to establish new institutions as soon as possible. “Kosovo must show it is capable of a strong government and a sustainable economy in order to become a member of the European Union,” Countryman added.
Draskovic: Agreement, not partition (Express)
Leader of the Serb Renewal Movement (SPO) Vuk Draskovic said Kosovo is still Serbia’s Jerusalem and added that Serbs have no more important duties than to achieve a European status for what it “Serbia’s Jerusalem in Kosovo.”

He said Belgrade should accept the non-statusory parts of the Ahtisaari’s status package. “I think it is in the interest of Serbs in Kosovo but also in the interest of Pristina to normalize overall relations with Belgrade – accepting a European status of Serbs in Kosovo,” said Draskovic. 

On the idea of Kosovo’s partition, Draskovic said the move would have a domino effect in Macedonia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and perhaps even Greece and in parts of Serbia which could result in the Third Balkans War.  
Stop threats (Express) 

Express reports that social society organizations expressed their concern regarding the announcements of the War Veterans’ Organization representative, which induce hate, in a joint announcement of NGOs GAP, KDI, IBP, Syri i Vizionit, movement FOL, KCSF, INPO, QPA. “Among its attacks, this Association has targeted a few days ago a political leader and after that journalist Halil Matoshi, accusing without any facts and blotting critical voices of the society in Kosovo, be them journalists or politicians.  Individuals who speak on behalf of the KLA veterans are harming any political debate and at the same time the project of the liberation of Kosovo itself, as well as the image of the country,” say these organizations. 
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