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Main Stories                     9 March 2011
__________________________________________________
· Parties promise to be constructive on first day of dialogue (dailies)

· Krasniqi: Start of dialogue, a responsibility of the government (dailies)

· Countryman: Kosovo’s status is a closed chapter (dailies)

· EU High Representative Ashton welcomes start of dialogue (dailies)

· U.S. Senator Kerry hails dialogue (dailies)

· Carpenter: U.S. guard Kosovo’s independence (Epoka e Re)

· France reconfirms support for dialogue (Zëri)

· Surroi: Dialogue to the detriment of Albanians (Zëri)

· Ivanovic: 10 years of talks! (Express)

· Serbs block Mitrovica-Leposavic road in protest of joint patrols (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Parties promise to be constructive on first day of dialogue (dailies)

The leading front-page story in all newspapers this morning is the start of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade delegations in Brussels yesterday. Dailies report that after a five-hour delay, dialogue between the two parties began with the facilitating role of the European Union. 

The first meeting was held in the office of EU official Robert Cooper who will chair all meetings on behalf of the EU. According to dailies, the first topics to be addressed at the table were the seals of Kosovo Customs, cadastral documents, air traffic and Kosovo’s participation in regional initiatives.

Koha Ditore notes that while the European Union calls it dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina in order not to preempt that Kosovo is a state, European MPs Lunacek and Kacin have called it “dialogue between two independent states”.

Zëri reports that after the meeting, Edita Tahiri, head of the Kosovo delegation, said the talks were between the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of Serbia and that creativity during the talks would help both parties to improve the lives of citizens and to push forward the European agenda of both countries.

Express reports on the front page that “talks are off to an easy start”. “Both parties communicated in a relaxed mood in a small office of the EU Council,” the paper added.

Krasniqi: Start of dialogue, a responsibility of the government (dailies)

All dailies quote Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi as saying that the Government can enter technical talks even without the blessing of the Assembly because it is entitled to do so according to its constitutional competencies. 

“The Government is entitled to discuss technical issues without the approval of the Assembly, because it has competencies according to the Constitution and laws. Only if an agreement is reached it needs to be ratified at the Assembly which is done with two third of votes of MPs,” Krasniqi said.

Meanwhile, representatives of three opposition parties, LDK, AAK and Vetëvendosje disagreed with Krasniqi’s remarks, saying that the start of dialogue without the Assembly’s approval implies that the will of the representatives of the people is being ignored. 

Countryman: Kosovo’s status is a closed chapter (dailies)

Several dailies report that U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Thomas Countryman will represent the U.S. in dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia in Brussels. “The EU has invited the U.S. Government as guest in dialogue and I will be there to represent Washington,” Countryman told reporters. The U.S. diplomat highly appreciated the role of the European Union. 

“Politicians and media in Belgrade and Pristina are exaggerating the importance of dialogue. It is important for both countries to facilitate and improve the lives of all citizens in Kosovo… This is dialogue, not negotiations. Each party can raise any kind of problem. As I said before, we believe in Mr. Cooper and the EU to remain focused in areas where progress can be achieved,” Countryman was quoted as saying.

“During dialogue, one cannot say that issues related to status will not be raised. We know that some practical solutions on a number of issues will touch status. But for us the status of Kosovo is a closed chapter that can be discussed but cannot be changed,” he added.

EU High Representative Ashton welcomes start of dialogue (dailies)

All dailies report that European Union High Representative Catherine Ashton has welcomed the start of dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina on Tuesday and Wednesday in Brussels. “The High Representative believes that now is the right time for start and is confident that Belgrade and Pristina can find practical ways to ensure normal lives for their citizens,” it was said in a statement issued by Ashton’s office. “The resolution of problems through dialogue is the European way, and the goal of talks is to promote cooperation and that both Pristina and Belgrade should get closer to the European Union. The High Representatives highlights that dialogue is a good opportunity for both parties.”

U.S. Senator Kerry hails dialogue (dailies)

All dailies report that U.S. Senator John Kerry has welcomed the start of direct dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia which is held for the first time since Kosovo declared independence on 17th February 2007. Kerry, who is also chairman of the U.S. Senate’s Committee on International Relations, also said, “this day was not inevitable and representatives of both governments deserve praise for trying to provide a prosperous future for their peoples”. 

Carpenter: U.S. guard Kosovo’s independence (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re quotes Ted Carpenter, political analyst and vice president of the Institute for Politics and Security in Washington, as saying that Brussels and Washington will play a crucial role in talks between Pristina and Belgrade. “The European Union will offer both parties, especially Serbia, facilitation during the integration process, while the U.S. will make sure that Kosovo’s status as an independent and sovereign country is never put to question. The U.S. enabled the European Union to lead talks between Pristina and Belgrade; however, Washington has made it clear to the parties that they cannot address the already resolved issue of Kosovo’s status,” Carpenter told Serbian media.

France reconfirms support for dialogue (Zëri)

Zëri reports that talks between Kosovo and Serbia were a topic of discussion in yesterday’s meeting between Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Minister Hajredin Kuçi and French Ambassador to Kosovo Jean-Francois Fitou. The latter expressed France’s support for dialogue between the two parties, adding that there won’t be any losers but only benefits for both parties.

“As Kosovo is a young state and it deserves support. Kosovo is now setting some priorities for the future, and one of these priorities is dialogue with Belgrade and I simply want to say that my country will support this dialogue. The message from my country is that Kosovo has nothing to suffer from this dialogue,” Fitou was quoted as saying.

Surroi: Dialogue to the detriment of Albanians (Zëri)

In an interview for Alsat TV station, Kosovo publicist Veton Surroi said he is certain that dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade will be to the detriment of Albanians. “The negotiations process, in its current form, is built so that at the end of the process Serbia can get the status of candidate for membership in the European Union and maybe even the date for the start of negotiations. Whereas it is completely unclear for Kosovo what it will get from this process,” Surroi elaborated.

Ivanovic: 10 years of talks! (Express)

Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, told Belgrade-based Blic that dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina will last at least ten years and that Serbia expects the most serious issue of dialogue – status – will be addressed in the end. Ivanovic said that for a certain period of time, the parties will set aside the issue of status focus on technical issues on which they can reach an agreement.
Serbs block Mitrovica-Leposavic road in protest of joint patrols (dailies)

All dailies report that local Serbs yesterday blocked the Mitrovica-Leposavic road in sign of protest against Albanian police officers in joint police patrols. The blockade lasted for 30 minutes and Kosovo Police and EULEX officers were present at the site. No incident was reported during the blockade. Police told media that a similar protest took place near Jarinje where Serbs protested against what they called recent unannounced visit by Kosovo President Behgjet Pacolli.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· First day: “constructiveness” promised

· Countryman: Kosovo status is closed 

· Berisha: Dialogue serves the peace in the region

· One Serb for the murder of Leutrim Musliu surrenders to the police 

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: The start of the dialogue is responsibility of the Government (3)
· Flowers and protests for the Women’s Day (4)

· Serbs block the Mitrovica-Leposaviq road, they don’t want mixed patrols (5)

· Trepça towards liquidation (7)
· IMF experts scatter this year’s budget (8)

· Beqaj aims economic development over the shoulders of the private sector (9)

· Nation or communities (10)

Zëri
Front page

· We entered talks

· Talks without the Assembly

Other headlines

· France reconfirms support for the dialogue (2)
· Dialogue at the detriment of Albanians (2)

· Ashton: Talks, a real chance (4)

· Berisha hails the start of the dialogue with Serbia (4)
· The kidnappers of the five year old arrested (5)

· 8 March marked with protests (6)

· PDK lobbies for Luboten (7)

· Cheated in voting, six months in jail (8)

· Pacolli welcomed Swiss and Austrian ambassadors (8)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Dialogue starts, positions remain the same

· Divided over start of talks

· Berisha hails beginning of dialogue

· Kosovo is acting like a state vis-à-vis Serbia

Other headlines

· Carpenter: U.S. guard Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Senator Kerry welcomes start of dialogue (3)

· Countryman: Kosovo’s status is a closed chapter (3)

· Surroi: Kosovo-Serbia talks, to the detriment of Albanians (4)

· Kosovo won’t be damaged from dialogue (5)

· Pacolli: Austria remains a true friend of Kosovo (5)

· Thaçi: Kosovo will have total success in its European path (7)

Express

Front page

· Off to an easy start

· Why did you kill, Arid?

· Rexhepi: No emotions over Trepça

· Mushkolaj: Chiefs, they killed a child!

· Podujevo shocked by suicide
Other headlines

· Berisha welcomes start of dialogue (4)

· Senator Kerry hails dialogue (5)

· Status cannot be changed (5)

· Clash over dialogue (6)

· Fitou: Do not fear dialogue (6)

· Damaging dialogue (6)

· Ten years of talks! (6)

· Serbia withdraws due to presence of Kosovo Minister (7)

· Serbs block the road (7)

Lajm

Front page

· Government has the mandate for dialogue

· European integration, a priority for the government

· Kosovo’s status is non-negotiable

· U.S. National Guard in Kosovo?

Other headlines

· Berisha hails start of dialogue (3)

· Fitou congratulates on the start of talks (3)

· Pacolli meets Swiss and Austrian ambassadors (4)

· Kosovars in Serbia with temporary license plates (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The Government weakens the role of Assembly’s legitimate elected representatives

· Pacolli: Swiss contribution in the state building of Kosovo was very big

· Countryman: Dialogue does not change ICJ decision on status

Other headlines

· Berisha: Dialogue Kosovo-Serbia, new chapter (2)
· Thaçi: Year 2011, year of European integration (3)

· To spite Kosovo, Serbia sent wrong message (3)

· Kosovo independence with “borders” up to Mitrovica bridge (6)
· Two suspected Serbs for the killing of Leutrim Musliu (6)

· Because of Kosovo Serbia boycotts regional conference in Slovenia (6)

· Fitou: Kosovo will not suffer anything from the dialogue with Serbia (7)

· The talks with Serbia start in the presence of USA (11)

· We don’t want flowers, we want insurance and quality healthcare (11)

Infopress
Front page

· They enter talks on their own

· Talks to the detriment of Albanians

Other headlines

· Millions spent for nothing (2)

· Serbia does not sign resolution because of Kosovo  (2)

· Believes in historic reconciliation (2)

· 6 months jail for vote theft (3)
· Two arrested for the kidnapping of the five year old (3)
· The normal life ruined from terrorist attack (5)
· Serbs in the north block the road (5)
· Economic growth is planned by 6.1 percent (6)
· Women protest on their day (7)
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