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· Germany and Britain request diplomatic solution in Kosovo (dailies)

· Serbs do not remove barricades (Koha)

· Stefanovic: Customs stamps to be discussed on 5 September (Koha)

· EU supports KFOR (Koha)

· Thaçi: We won’t stop (Express)

· Prime Minister Thaçi leaves Assembly “out of the game” (Zëri)

· Hoxhaj: EU should apply more pressure on Serbia (dailies)

· Judah: Pristina gained little in the north, lost much in Brussels (Koha)

· Kurti: The U.S., a colonial force in Kosovo (dailies)

· EULEX to be reduced in October (Epoka e Re)

· Fernando Gentilini, new EU director for the Balkans (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Germany and Britain request diplomatic solution in Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report that the German Foreign Minister and the British Foreign Minister called on Serbia and Kosovo to solve disagreements in diplomatic way and not to risk losing a crucial opportunity for progress, reports news agency the Associeted Press.  Guido Westerwelle and William Hague published their opinion in the prominent German newspaper Frankfurter Allgemaine Zeitung.  In the piece they request Belgrade and Pristina to find a solution to the conflict in the North which respects the borders of Kosovo and moves the two countries closer to EU membership. “If they don’t do this they will miss a crucial opportunity for progress, and they will damage the interests of their citizens”, write Westerwelle and Hague in the article published on Monday. 

Serbs do not remove barricades (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the agreement reached between KFOR, Pristina and Belgrade to remove the barricades from the roads in northern Kosovowas no implemented Monday. According to the paper, the barricades were in place in the village or Rudare where Radenko Nedeljkovic, Head of Mitrovica district and the Head of parallel municipality and the Head of Mitrovica parallel municipality Krstimir Pantic informed Serb citizens about the conducted talks with Serb President Boris Tadic.  Nedeljkoviv said “We emphasized that the four Serb municipal assemblies will decide to allow free movement, but with this decision it will not in any case endanger our security.” He called on his compatriots to be united and to prevent every attempt of the state of Kosovo to send Kosovo Police Special Forces to the North. “We have to be vigilant and to stay at the barricades in otder to prevent eventual attempts of Kosovo police and KFOR to retake the administrative border points”, said Nedeljkovic.

Stefanovic: Customs stamps to be discussed on 5 September (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that talks between Belgrade and Pristina will continue on 5 September in Brussels, according to the Head of Serb delegation, Borislav Stefanovic. At the meeting he said, he expects that the issue of the custom stamps will be resolved and therefore lead to a reduction in tensions.  In a statement given to RTS, Stefanovic said he believes Serb representatives in the North of Kosovo will take the right decission in connection with the agreement with KFOR. He added that the removal of barricades does not have a timeline. 
EU supports KFOR (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that European Union is happy with the achieved agreement between Pristina, Belgrade and KFOR to temporarily solve the crisis in Kosovo. The EU supports KFOR and the agreement, transmits Telegraf. Michael Mann, Spokesman of the EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, said that it is important that Pristina and Belgrade to do everything they can to calm the situation in the North and to remove the road blocks.  

Thaçi: We won’t stop (Express)

Express re-runs an interview that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi gave to the Voice of America, highlighting his statement that the police operation in the northern part of Kosovo paved the way for the rule of law in this part of Kosovo. During the interview, Thaçi called on northern Serbs to cooperate with Kosovo’s institutions. Thaçi also said if Kosovo’s borders are tampered with it would have a ripple effect in teh region, involving at least six countries. 

Prime Minister Thaçi leaves Assembly “out of the game” (Zëri)
Zëri reports on the front page that members of the Kosovo Assembly are merely spectators when it comes to the decisions taken in recent weeks and developments that have resulted in the country. Regardless of being elected by the people, and tasked with making government policy, they often only hear about decisions and actions take by the government through the media. The paper quotes opposition MPs as saying that Prime Minister Thaçi took advantage of the absence of MPs, and did not include the Assembly in the ten-point agreement with KFOR about the northern part of Kosovo.
Hoxhaj: the EU should apply more pressure on Serbia (dailies)
In interviews for several German and Swiss media, Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj called on European diplomacy to apply more pressure on Serbia to cooperate on the situation in the North and end its support of smugglers and criminals. Hoxhaj went on to say that the decision of the Kosovo Government to establish law and order in the North would be fully implemented.
“We don’t believe that the region is facing a new conflict, but European diplomacy should apply more pressure on Serbia and should use a harsher tone,” Hoxhaj suggested.

“We are against violence and the escalation of the security situation. But we are above all, interested in fighting organized crime so that Serbia does not turn organized crime groups into political movements,” Hoxhaj was quoted as saying.
Judah: Pristina gained little in the North, lost much in Brussels (Koha)
In an interview for Koha Ditore, Balkans analyst Tim Judah said the intervention in the North was a hasty move by the Government of Kosovo, which only paid off in the short-term and even then partially. “Kosovo gained something in the North from the intervention, but it lost in Brussels by proving to be an unpredictable partner,” Judah said. He also added that organized crime is a problem in northern Kosovo, but in essence the North is a political problem and not a criminal one. 
Kurti: The U.S., a colonial force in Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report that in an interview for Der Spiegel, Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti said the biggest problem in Kosovo is its own government and that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi “is a thief who steals from his own people and governs as a puppet of the colonial power of the U.S.”

EULEX to be reduced is October (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that a source close to EULEX said that the Deputy head of EULEX Andy Sparkes through an internal letter has informed its staff that from the beginning of October there will be a reduction of the number of staff of this mission in Kosovo, especially in some sectors that are considered unnecessary for the work of this mission in future.
Fernando Gentilini, new EU director for the Balkans (dailies)
Several dailies report that the European Union Foreign Diplomatic Service has announced three new appointments, among which Italian diplomat Fernando Gentilini will be director for Western Europe, Western Balkans and Turkey. The EU High Representative Catherine Ashton said she was very satisfied with the three appointments. Gentilini is currently advisor for Western Balkans in the EU’s Foreign Service.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Germany and Britain want diplomat solution in Kosovo

· Judah: Pristina gained little in the North, lost much in Brussels

· Robelli: The dark side of Belgrade

· Government of Kosovo did not complain at CEFTA

· Stefanovic: Customs seals to be discussed on September 5th 

· Hoxhaj: Government decisions will be implemented in the north

Other headlines

· Serbs do not remove barricades (2)

· Rexhepi gets Nishani’s support (2)

· KFOR: No one apologized to Pantic (2)

· EU supports KFOR (3)

· Westerwelle to visit Kosovo this week (3)

· Fernando Gentilini, new EU director for Western Balkans (4)

· Assembly Speaker Krasniqi condoles Finland on Holkeri’s passing (5)

· Thaçi: Changes in Kosovo border can bring border changes in the region (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Assembly “out of the game”

· Westerwelle to visit Kosovo

· Hamidi: Hamza privatizes the budget

· Lies over pensions

· The agreement is at stake

Other headlines

· KFOR gives time to Serbs (2)

· Nishani: Police operation in the north, in line with the Constitution (2)

· Krasniqi sends condolences to Finnish counterpart (2)

· Kurti accuses Thaçi of theft (4)

· Hoxhaj: Serbia has lost time (4)

· Keep control in the North (5)

· Belgrade is militarizing Presevo Valley (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Trade preferences with EU to be reestablished in September

· Editorial: Peace is far away

· Thaçi: We don’t talk about the North

· Pravda: The plan for Kosovo’s partition

Other headlines

· Germany on the move, Westerwelle to visit Kosovo (2)

· KFOR: No one apologized to Pantic (4)

· LB alarms over “another Bosnia” in Kosovo (4)

· Gentilini, new EU director for the Balkans (4)

· The north attracts parties (4)

· Vetëvendosje, AAK and AKR against Jahjaga’s second candidacy (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· We are doing well also without Serbia

· The agreement to be implemented in action

· Thaçi: The change of the borders in Kosovo would have domino effect 

· This is the centre of Serb radio communications

Other headlines

· Westerwelle after tomorrow arrives in Kosovo (2)

· In October EULEX reduces (3)

· KFOR: Statements of Pantic are lies  (3)

· Today is expected the removal of barricades (7)
Express
Front page

· We don’t stop 

· Barricades to be removed

Other headlines

· Mufail Limani: Consensus keeps the state  (2)

· The visit of the President of Honduras postponed (4)

· KFOR: No one has apologised (5)

· Borders to be recognized (5)
· Call of Hoxhaj (6)

· Kurti: America colonial force in Kosovo (6)
· Hasani’s hopes (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The north issue of the whole nation

· KFOR gives time to Serbs to remove barricades

· Thaçi: Change of Kosovo borders will change the borders of six Balkan states

· Hoxhaj: The government will fully implement decisions in the north

Other headlines

· Westerwelle visits Kosovo  (2)

· EU happy with the achieved agreement  (3)

· MTI with action plan for the implementation of reciprocity (3)

· Judah: Pristina angered EU (4)

· Will it change the mandate of EULEX in the north? (7)

· If you are Albanian don’t go to Rudare! (9)

· Fernando Gentilini new Director for Balkans (9)

· President of Honduras on 1 September in Kosovo (9)
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