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· List of countries that recognize Kosovo shrinks (dailies)

· Plan for second police action (Zëri) 

· Greece offer European perspective without recognizing Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi: In the north there are no parallel structures, there are criminal structures (Koha Ditore)

· Kaidanow wanted Albin Kurti in jail (dailies)
· Kocijancic: We are working for the establishment of customs control in north of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)
· Vatican de facto recognizes Kosovo’s independence (Koha Ditore) 

· Bogdanovic and Stefanovic not welcome in the north (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
List of countries that recognize Kosovo shrinks (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj listed Oman as a recognizing state of Kosovo but this is not the case.  Allegedly, Oman has never taken the decision to recognize Kosovo. However, Belgrade newspaper Blic cited Serb diplomats as saying that they convinced Oman authorities to withdraw their recognition of Kosovo. 

On the list of 75 countries, Guinea-Bissau is also noted. However, yet Serbian media also reported this is not correct. The claim of non-recognition was refuted by Deputy Prime Minister Behgjet Pacolli. “The President of Guinea-Bissau, his Excellency, Mr. Malai Bacai Sanha, has called disinformation speculations of Serb media about the withdrawal of recognition from Republic of Guinea-Bissau. He said that his country recognized Kosovo in compliance with the will of the people and the institutions of Republic of Guinea-Bissau”, says a press communiqué of Pacolli’s office.

Plan for second Police action (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that representatives of local and international institutions discussed Thursday the possibility of sending Kosovo police and customs officers to the northern part of the country, after the expiration date of KFOR agreement, on 16 September. U.S. Ambassador Dell, EULEX Chief Xavier bout de Marnhac, outgoing KFOR Commander, Erhard Buhler and Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi all met to discuss possible future steps. According to the sources of this daily, they are still considering what will happen once the 11 point agreement, implemented by KFOR, expires. “The only thing that is not certain is the exact role that local institutions will have in the north, if it will be an executive role, advisory, monitoring or mentoring,” said an official that was present at some of these meetings.  The official added that the location of the officers’ placements has not yet been decided. 

Greece offers European perspective for Kosovo without its recognition (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Greek Foreign Minister Stavros Lambrinidis, said on Thursday in Pristina that his state supports Kosovo’s path towards European integration, but it does not recognize its independence. During his visit in Kosovo, Lambrinidis said that Kosovo has a European future and his state supports the people of Kosovo, but made clear that Greece’s stance against recognition remains unchanged. “I have said it very clear. As you know, Europe does not speak with one voice in that context. The position of Greece is known and it has not changed”, said Lambrinidis.

Thaçi: In the north there are no parallel structures, there are criminal structures (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said Thursday that in the north of Kosovo there are no parallel structures, only criminal structures. He confronted Kosovo Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj, who has been asking Belgrade, for many days now, to remove its parallel structures in northern Kosovo. “There are no parallel structures, there are criminal structures, which should be before justices. No one can interrupt our efforts to establish the rule of law, customs and a police system at the border points between the state of Kosovo and Serbia”, said Thaçi.  He added that those structures, which he called, criminal and illegal, cannot challenge the decission of Kosovo Government, KFOR and EULEX.  According to Thaci, the government has the full support of the European Union and the United States of America.

Kaidanow wanted Albin Kurti in jail (dailies)
Express reports that American Ambassador to Kosovo Tina Kaidanow, was cooperating in March 2007 with the LDK-AAK Government, headed by Agim Çeku, to hold the Leader of the Vetëvendosje movement, Albin Kurti, in jail. Kaidanow reportedly supported his arrest after the protest of Vetëvendosje held on 3 March 2007, wrote the portal Indeksonline, referring to the leaked Wikileaks documents. Initially Kaidanow reported that the protests of 3 March 2007 were calm in comparison to those of 10 February, which is thanks to the fact that “arsonist” Kurti was in the jail.

Kocijancic: We are working for the establishment of customs control in the north of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that European Union is working with the government of Kosovo and international partners to establish normal customs control at the border crossing points in the north of Kosovo.  “We are working with parties to inaugurate normal customs control”, said Maja Kocijancic, Spokeswoman of the EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Catherine Ashton. She added that “the concrete details are being worked”. Kocijancic also emphasized that the “EU wants the achieved agreements in the dialogue to be implemented.”
The Vatican de facto recognized Kosovo’s independence (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that according to Wikileaks, in a cable sent from the U.S. Embassy to the Vatican, on April 2008, Monsignor Miguel Maury, said that the “Vatican de facto has recognized the independence of Kosovo,” while as far as formal recognition is concerned, the Vatican is balancing between the interests of 65,000 Catholics in Kosovo and 300,000 Croatian and Hungarians Catholics in Serbia.  However, the Vatican sees the independence of Kosovo as irreversible. 

Bogdanovic and Stefanovic not welcome in the north (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that relations between the Serbs in the north of Kosovo and Belgrade have become strained. Leaders of Serbian parallel structures in Zubin Potok, Zveçan and the northern part of Mitrovica refused on Wednesday to meet with officials of Serbia’s Government, Goran Bogdanovic and Borko Stefanovic. Based on its sources, this daily reports that Zvonko Veselinovic, suspected to head the largest criminal network in northern Mitrovica, threatened to murder Goran Bogdanovic and Borko Stefanovic, claiming that they have given put his name forth to KFOR as the person responsible for burning the border point in Jarinje. Veselinovic has in the meantime left Kosovo. According to Zëri, Veselinovic has fled to Greece. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· List of the countries that recognize Kosovo shrinks

· Vatican “de facto” recognized Kosovo’s independence 

· Wikileaks: Thaçi, a politician with periods of insecurity

· Government charges “Ferronikel” for environment pollution 

· “Unite with us” does not unite Muslim worshipers in the street 

Other headlines

· Jeremic: Two other countries considering withdrawal of recognition (2)

· Greece offers European perspective without recognizing Kosovo (3)

· Thaçi: There are no parallel structures but criminal structures in the north (3)

· Bogdanovic and Stefanovic not wanted in Zubin Potok and Zvecan (4)

· Digging of a mass grave in Sijarina starts (4)

· Xhaferi visits Kosovo (4)

· Prizren Assembly requests change of draft law on Historic Center (13)

· Agreement on customs stamps fades CEFTA agreement (8)

Zëri
Front page

· Plan for second police action 

· Kaidanow wanted Kurti in jail

· Ministry charges “Ferronikel”

Other headlines

· Editorial: The north remains the north (2)

· Rexhepi guarantees legitimacy of the north (2)

· EULEX and KFOR to investigate in the north (2)

· Lambrinidis: Dialogue, the only way (4)

· Plus: Guinea-Bissau reconfirms recognition (4)

· Minus: Serbs continue with protests (4)

· The meeting of Kosovo and Serbian experts, held (4)

· Limaj, Thaçi a hypocrite  (4)

· NATO determined on Kosovo (5)

· Wikileaks disturbs political scene (5)

· KTA collects 174 million euros (6)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Lambrinidis: EU does not speak unanimously for Kosovo 

· Saliuka closes the court

· Laws, an obligation or a need?

· Thaçi: Smuggling and crime tolerated for 12 years in the north 

Other headlines

· Kaidanow wanted Kurti in jail (2)

· Freedom of movement with Serbia to be implemented soon (2)

· Recognitions for personal interest (3)

· Jahjaga returns from visit to Brussels (4)

· Di Paola: Violence proves need for NATO (4)

· EULEX investigates Zymberi’s murder in the north (4)

· Limaj: PDK cannot reform with old mentality (4)

· Rexhepi: Government has its priorities in the north (4)

· CEFTA, parties should resolve problems with discussions (6)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· For the state, LDK stands behind the Government 

· Thaçi: Those are not parallel structures, but criminal

· Agani does not see danger for governing coalition

Other headlines

· KFOR will continue to offer security in the north (2)

· Bogdanovic: Kosovar custom officers in the north, big danger (2)

· Trial of Haradinaj, successful (2)

· Kocijancic: We are working for the establishment of customs control in north of Kosovo (2)

· Greeece promises support for Kosovo for teh integration in EU (5)

· Guinea-Bissau has not withdrawn recognition, Oman still has not recognized (5)

· Three Vetevendosje activists arrested in Prizren (6)

· EULEX decisive to capture the killers of policemen Zymberi (7)

· Thaçi: Criminals structures cannot challenge Government (7)

· Meeting of CEFTYA in Brussels ends successfully (9)

· Albania supports Kosovo in economic and political developement (9)

Express
Front page

· They have misunderstood Sulltan 

· The force of Eagle

· Kelmendi knew the date
Other headlines

· Kaidanow wanted Kurti in jail (4)

· With old stance (5)

· Jahjaga returns from Brussels (5)

· Janjic: Mistakes of Tadic (6)
· Unconstiutional request (6)

· Difficult for investigations (7)
Bota Sot
Front page

· The crucial Friday of Minister Ferid Agani

· Wikileaks: Berisha, leader of Albanians in the region

· Kaidanow wanted Albin Kurti in jail

Other headlines

· EULEX returns to investigate in the place of crime (2)

· President Guinea-Bissau (3)

· President Atifete Jahjaga returned from official visit in Brussels (4)

· Albania will support Kosovo in the economic and political development (4)

· Waiting for a letter from Kosovo Constitutional Court (6)

· Brussels: It was held the meeting of experts Kosovo-Serbia (7)

· Activists of Vetevendosje protested in Prizren (7)

· Serbs in the north don’t leave the streets, they protest again (9)

· European perspective includes also Kosovo (11)
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