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Main Stories                  9 November 2011

· Progress Report closed without Parliamentary “stamp” (dailies)

· Bildt: Government not to create situations that produce barricades (dailies)

· Marnhac: Violence in the north is unacceptable (Epoka e Re)

· NATO’s growing frustration over the north (Koha)

· Citizens: No returns without handing over criminals (Koha)

· Ready for dialogue (dailies)

· Cliff praises laws, but says they need to be implemented (dailies)

· Buja is saved, Beqaj goes (Zëri)

· Jeremic: Serbia wins battle over monuments in Kosovo (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Progress Report closed without Parliamentary “stamp” (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that yesterday’s eight-hour session of the Kosovo Assembly, characterized by accusations between the ruling coalition and opposition parties, ended on Tuesday evening without any concrete results.

Due to lack of quorum, the Assembly did not even include in the voting process recommendations submitted by the LDK which would bind the Government to report every three months to the Assembly on the fulfillment of criteria for coming closer to the European Union. 

The paper also notes that the Assembly did not manage to force the government to implement measures ensuring the rule of law throughout the territory of Kosovo, to implement economic reforms that would ensure economic development and budget sustainability and at the same time to reform public administration by increasing its efficiency.  

The LDK has called for intensified reforms in all areas and insisted for recommendations to be voted at the first regular session, but the Assembly Speaker suggested that LDK recommendations should be incorporated into the Assembly’s action plan over the findings of the 2011 Progress Report.
Bildt: Government not to create situations that produce barricades (dailies)
Several dailies report that according to Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt there is only one way to integrate the northern part of Kosovo and that is for the government in Pristina to make independence acceptable for the Serb community living there. 
The Swedish diplomat has visited Kosovo and called on the Kosovo Government not to create situations which, according to him, are producing barricades. Bildt said that the Kosovo Government alone and no one else is responsible for the north. 
“I don’t know who is responsible for removing the barricades, if this should be done by Kosovo authorities. In the long term, I would say yes. Kosovo authorities are responsible for creating a situation which does not produce barricades. I don’t want to get into operational details, but in the long term understanding there should not be situations which produce barricades,” Bildt said.
Marnhac: Violence in the north is unacceptable (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that in the report that he will present at the United Nations Security Council on November 29th, EULEX chief Xavier Bout de Marnhac said acts of violence in northern part of Kosovo are unacceptable and will be prosecuted by EULEX. “At the border crossing points in the north, EULEX will maintain a strong police presence and will continue patrols wherever is physically possible. EULEX will also continue investigations into the burning of the border points and incidents that occurred there,” Marnhac writes in his report.

NATO’s growing frustration over the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the NATO Council, including ambassadors of KFOR member states, has discussed the situation in the northern part of Kosovo, where a solution for the freedom of movement has yet to be found. 
Diplomats of some NATO member states told the paper that “they are not hiding the frustration with the current situation on the ground, where it is clear that local Serbs are toying with the credibility of NATO soldiers”. They also said that in Brussels “there is a prevailing opinion that no steps should be taken right now that could be used by hardliners in Serbia to damage the position of Serbian President Boris Tadic”.  
Although they admit that respect for Serbian President Tadic is fading among the member states, especially due to the lack of a clear call on northern Kosovo Serbs to remove their barricades, sources also added that a political solution is required where both Pristina and Belgrade would play constructive roles.
Citizens: No returns without handing over criminals (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the announcement that a group of local Serbs will be visiting their property in the village of Neredime, municipality of Ferizaj, has brought back memories and tensions of the war. Over 200 Albanian citizens, in the early morning hours, have gone out to the bridge of the village, there where are joined the lower Neredime with the upper Neredime to prevent the visit which was organized by the Danish Refugee Council and the UNHCR. 
“We will not allow for Serbs to pass through, we are not against the returns, but we are against their behavior, who did not tell about the criminals, who have burned our houses and they have killed few people,” said Hyzri Reka, head of the village council. 
The paper reports that the case of Neredime is the first case that Albanian citizens in the Ferizaj Municipality refuse the return of their Serb neighbors without enlightening of the past. They request the punishment of criminals who have killed and burned down the village, but also the removal of barricades in the northern part of Kosovo.

Ready for dialogue (dailies)

Express reports that Pristina and Belgrade are expressing readiness to resume talks. Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister and chief negotiator Edita Tahiri told the paper that Kosovo should be rewarded by the European Union for its constructive approach in the process. On the other hand, Tahiri’s Serbian counterpart, Borislav Stefanovic, told reporters that a solution for the two border crossing points in northern Kosovo will be known after the session of the Serbian Parliament on the matter.
Cliff praises laws, but says they need to be implemented (dailies)

British Ambassador to Kosovo Ian Cliff said during a visit to Gjakova on Tuesday that the Constitution of Kosovo is very advanced in the field of respecting rights of minorities and women, but also added that these provisions need to be implemented in practice. “I want to say this, maybe it is not up to me to say it about this point because I come from a country which does not have a written constitution, but I know that the Constitution of Kosovo goes far in respecting the rights of minorities and women. But it is important not to be satisfied with that which is written, but more important is the implementation in practice. Therefore, the request of the European Commission is that those laws and principles must find proper implementation in the everyday life,” Cliff said.
Buja is saved, Beqaj goes (Zëri)
Zëri reports on the front page that representatives of the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR) have decided not to leave Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi alone. While the latter has delayed the implementation of the agreement for co-government, according to which the AKR should get another ministry, the appetite of the AKR meanwhile seems to have grown. 

Sources close to AKR leader Behxhet Pacolli told the paper that everything related to the party’s plan for Kosovo’s economic development will fail if the PDK will continue to control the Ministry for Economic Development.
“We have asked for the Ministry of Education and we would appoint Ibrahim Gashi as minister. But this was impossible because Minister [Education] Ramë Buja has put up a big fight and has strongly rejected the idea of stepping down. We also had negotiations with the Prime Minister to take over the Ministry for Economic Development, but this is not easy either because Minister Besim Beqaj is very close with Thaçi,” the source added.
The source also said that the AKR is currently insisting only on the Ministry for Economic Development, “not to the extent of leaving the ruling coalition, if we don’t get the ministry, but if we really don’t get it then Pacolli will review the position of the AKR in government.”

Jeremic: Serbia wins battle over monuments in Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia will use its membership at the UNESCO Committee for World Heritage to prevent Serb churches and monasteries located in Kosovo to be declared Kosovar heritage. Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said on Tuesday that being a member state of this organization, Serbia has a better position not to allow four cultural heritage sites in Kosovo, which UNESCO has placed under its umbrella, to be called Kosovar heritage.

“If that is not Serb, then nothing is Serb. This touches the core of our identity and from early next year we will be in a better position to protect that,” Jeremic said after the UNESCO General Assembly on Tuesday, where Serbia was elected member in the Committee for the Protection of World Heritage.

The paper notes that Kosovar institutions don’t have a concrete reaction, but they have repeated earlier statements.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Progress Report closed without parliamentary “stamp”

· Growing frustration at NATO over the north

· Residents: No returns without handing over criminals

· Jeremic: Serbia has won battle over monuments in Kosovo

· PAK announces new moratorium on Trepça
· 2012 budget does not support law on healthcare

Other headlines

· Bildt calls on Government not to create situation that produce barricades (3)

· Prime Minister Thaçi meets delegation of U.S. congressmen (4)

· Matoshi: The Thaçi Government fights the whole world (10)

· Zogiani: The terminator of Kosovo’s economy (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Buja is saved, Beqaj goes

· Bildt: Pristina to resolve problems in the north

· They clash over the Progress Report

· Kurti: Dependence on dialogue

Other headlines

· Violence in the north is unacceptable (2)

· Krasniqi meets Armitage (2)

· Overlapping decisions (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Opposition: Government involved us in collapse

· Editorial: Much ado over nothing

· Bildt: Improve relations with northern Serbs!

· Moratorium on Trepça

· Other headlines

· Embargo will not be reintroduced (2)
· Fuele: Talks between Serbia and Pristina should advance (4)
· Marnhac promises incidents will be investigated (4)

· Thaçi meets U.S. congressmen (4)

Express
Front page

· Buxhovi and Hamiti

· Tahiri: We expect to be rewarded from EU

· Only clashes about Progress Report

· Hysni Syla or Sylejman Selimi ambassador in Tirana

· Bildt’s message 

Other headlines

· Serbia’s candidacy depends from Kosovo (3)

· Violence in the north, unacceptable (3)

· Cliff praises law, but says that they need to be implemented (3)

· Expandable budget (9)

· Daci does not accept that LDD to become cleaner of others (10)

· One more achievement of KSF (11)

Express
Front page

· They clash without an ending

· Motorway with payment

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Irresponsible (2)

· Buzhala: In the wrong continent (3)

· Daci: The north, product of manipulated elections (4)

· Implement laws in practice (5)

· Ready for the dialogue (5)

· Kastrati: Serbs cannot hold KFOR as hostage (6)

· The north difficult (7)

· Dangerous city (8)

· Health needs management (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The north is your responsibility, it is not responsibility of EU or NATO

· Hoxhaj: I have not sent any names for the ambassadors

· Kastrati: It will not be tolerated the never-ending blockade of roads

Other headlines

· Marnhac: Actions of violence in the north will not be tolerated (3)

· There is no date for continuation of talks between Kosovo and Serbia (4)

· Thaçi with “soft” words and Gjini with “spicy” words (6)

· Ambassador Cliff praises the law, requests that those to be implemented (7)

· Thaçi welcomed American delegation (11)
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