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Main Stories                     9 December 2010
__________________________________________________
· Bosniak, loyal to Kosovo institutions, killed yesterday in Leposavic (dailies)

· One month at home (dailies) 

· European Parliament observes elections (Zëri)

· Slovakia to recognize Kosovo with Belgrade’s consent (Zëri)

· European pressure on Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Kosova Sot)

· Buhler: The north is not a military but political issue (Express)

· EU did not give promises to Kosovo for visas (Epoka e Re) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Bosniak, loyal to Kosovo institutions, killed yesterday in Leposavic (dailies)

All dailies report on the front pages that the leader of five Bosniak villages in Leposavic, Sefko Salkovic, was killed while Edin Islamovic was seriously wounded in an attack by unknown persons near Leposavic in the village of Podstinje. 

Koha Ditore notes on the front page that although police has not disclosed the motives behind the criminal act, sources within police told the paper that the attack is directly linked to elections in northern Kosovo, as Salkovic was one of the most committed associate of local institutions in the north. The Central Election Committee meanwhile reported that Salkovic was engaged as a trainer at the Municipal Election Committee in Leposavic. 

Koha Ditore also reports that an hour before he was killed, Salkovic, father of a 3-year old girl, had ordered out of his house UNMIK representative for Leposavic, a Russian named Lilia Galieva. Sources told the paper that the Russian representative of UNMIK asked Salkovic about the reasons of his involvement in organizing elections in northern Kosovo. 

In a written response to the paper, UNMIK did not mention the content of the conversation. UNMIK only stated that it was a routine meeting and made no further comments. “It is true that staff members of UNMIK and OSCE talked to one of the victims today. It was a routine visit over the upcoming elections,” said UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado, refusing to comment why the conversation was tense.
In an interview for Express, civil society activist Luan Shllaku is quoted as saying that the murder of Sefko Salkovic will have a negative impact on the elections process in northern Kosovo.
One month at home (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Hague Tribunal has decided in favor of the request of the former Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj, for temporary release, which allows him to be in Kosovo from 17 December 2010 until 14 January 2011, the time when his wife Anita Haradinaj is expected to bring into the world their third child. AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj will be handed over to EULEX authorities at Pristina Airport, and he is not allowed to leave the capital. The former KLA commander for Dukagjin area, according to the Court, is not allowed to have contact with any of eventual witnesses of the process. Dailies report that the same request has been refused to Lahi Ibrahimaj. 

European Parliament observes elections (Zëri)

President of the European Parliament Jerzy Buzek in a letter addressed to Kosovo acting president Jakup Krasniqi confirmed that this institution will monitor general elections on 12 December. Replying to a previous letter Krasniqi sent to the European Parliament, Buzek said the EP has decided to send a seven-member delegation to monitor elections. 

Slovakia to recognize Kosovo with Belgrade’s consent (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Slovakian Prime Minister Iveta Radicova said her country would recognize the independence of Kosovo only if Serbia agrees to it. Radovica however said her country is ready to review its position on Kosovo after the ICJ ruled in favour of declaration of independence. 

European pressure on Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Kosova Sot)
Kosova Sot reports that the Swedish Foreign Minister Karl Bildt said that the European Union expects talks between Pristina and Belgrade to commence soon. After a meeting with his Serbian counterpart, Vuk Jeremic, in Belgrade, Bildt said the attention of the European Union is now focused on talks to move forward after the endorsement of the resolution at the UN General Assembly and after elections in Kosovo.

Buhler: The north is not a military but political issue (Express)

KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler said he believed elections in Kosovo will not have any impact on the security situation.  While speaking about the north of the country he noted that the situation there cannot be resolved only through military means but requires political solutions. “One thing is certain. A peaceful solution in the interest of future generations requires the participation of all communities in Kosovo,” said Buhler in an interview for SETimes. 

EU did not give promises to Kosovo for visas (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the Spokesperson of the European Commission, Mikele Cherkone, announced in Brussels that the European Union did not give any promises to Pristina regarding the start of the dialogue on removal of visas. According to him, the European Union is analyzing the fulfillment of the criteria by Kosovo institutions, for the start of the dialogue for removal of visas. On the other hand, speaking about the elections in Kosovo, Angela Filote, Spokesperson of the Commissioner for Enlargement, expressed hope that elections in Kosovo will be free and honorable. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Bosniak, loyal to Kosovo institutions, killed near Leposavic yesterday

· Government: Assembly adopted laws against the criteria

· U.S. administration concerned over Kuwait-based organization 

· EU disappointed with Serbia

· PDK with most observers in elections

Other headlines

· Buhler: The north is not a military but a political issue (2)

· Thaçi declares war on informal economy (4)

· Mustafa: More responsibility for local government (4)

· AAK says it will double Kosovo’s budget (6)

· Walker: Vetëvendosja, the most democratic organization (7)

· FER: We have a very powerful economic program (8)

· Serb parties want a better joint future (8)

· Kelmendi: If we could only vote for EULEX too (10)

· Tannock: Land for peace in Kosovo (11)

· Ban Ki-moon: The Haiti moment (11)

Zëri 

Front page

· Too many promises

· Dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia is necessary

· Vakat coalition activist killed 

· IPK reinstates police officers suspended by Thaçi 

Other headlines

· Two scenarios for the coalition (2)

· Provisional release for Ramush Haradinaj (2)

· Slovakia would recognize Kosovo with Belgrade’s consent (2)

· Pacolli promises 120.000 new jobs (5)

· Isa will treat electricity as a priority (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Elections ‘court’ doesn’t pardon anyone

· Pristina urban planning to be reviewed in 2011 

· Haradinaj temporarily released from detention

· Editorial: Missing voice that is coming to the Assembly

Other headlines

· Report of parties’ auditing kept confidential (2)

· Everts: Ombudsperson is not of the Government (2)

· EU doesn’t give Kosovo promises for visas (4)

· EP to send 7 MPs for elections of 12 December (4)

· European pressure over Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (4)

· Kosovo, participant in the USA-Balkans summit (6)

· The man that recognised Kosovo as a state killed (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Thaçi promises continuation of successful work

· PDK will win convincingly 

Other headlines

· Salkovic recognised only Republic of Kosovo institutions (2)

· EU does not give promises for visas to Kosovo (2)

· Ramush Haradinaj temporarily released (2)

· Rugova: LDK will not win (7)

· Pacolli: Not words but economic development for Kosovo (8)

· Kurti: People to vote honest politicians of Vetëvendosje (11)

· Daci: Vote LDD so that you can be state creators (14)

Express
Front page

· Fatal ambush 

· Interest affair

· One month at home

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Government arrives tomorrow (2)

· The north is not a military but political issue (4)

· Dispute over liberals (4)

· Attention for Prizren (6)

· Vote for unification (6)

· Kosovo like Llap (7)

· Ad to the critiques (7)

· Coalition for employment (8)

· Bad with the north (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pacolli: We are Rugovian and we strongly support Rogovism

· The Hague: Haradinaj temporarily released

Other headlines

· EU: Without promises for Kosovo for visas, this is technical dialogue (2) 

· Albania thanks the people and the government of Kosovo for support (4)

· European Parliament monitors the elections of 12 December in Kosovo (4)

· They distribute promises, they spend millions to gather “grains” (4)

· Berisha: Dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia - necessary (7)
· Thaçi promises doubling of the budget in the next mandate (7)

· LDK believes that in Mitrovica will come firs (7)

· Vote, “we are the best” say all political leaders (8)

· Mustafa: LDK is taking responsibility for the future of Kosovo (11)

· Thaçi we have confirmation from Brussels for visa liberalization (11)

· Bildt: EU is expecting the fast start of the dialogue (14)

· Shefko Salikovic of the coalition Vakat killed (15)
InfoPress 
Front page

· Shefko Salkovic is killed in ambush
· Temporarily released
Other headlines 
· European Parliament monitors elections  (2)

· EU, visas only technical dialogue (2)

· Elections will not affect elections (2)

· With Belgrade not about political issues (3)

· FAIR: The time of change on 12 December (5)

· PDK for a reformist government (7)

· LDK campaign in Drenas (8)

· Thaçi promises doubling of the budget (9)

· Without an integrated Mitrovica, there is no development (10)

· New Kosovo countries alternative (11)

· Vetëvendosje real solution (11)

· Kacin shocked with boycott of Belgrade towards Nobel price Ceremony (16)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
