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· Thaçi: Ahtisaari Package implementation – only solution for north (dailies)

· Jahjaga: Agreement with Serbia, only on bilateral interests (dailies) 

· Hoxhaj: EU should put pressure on Serbia (Express) 

· Government doesn’t obey motion on reciprocity (Koha)

· Germany does not give in (Koha) 

· President with “parallel formation” against crime (dailies) 

· Jarinje and Bërnjak blocked again (dailies)

· Prosecutor investigating Limaj on corruption leaves (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaçi: Ahtisaari Package implementation – only solution for north (dailies)
All dailies cover Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi’s meetings with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton in Brussels yesterday. Thaçi said “these meetings strengthened and consolidated the state of Kosovo”.
“For the first time in Kosovo’s history, we have concrete proposals about Kosovo’s future. Visa liberalization, contractual trade relations and at the same time the opportunity for Kosovo’s membership in the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. We as Kosovo are ready and we expect to harmonize with European structures and laws,” Thaçi said.

Ashton did not talk to reporters after the meeting, but issued a press statement saying she congratulated Thaçi on the beginning of the visa dialogue. Under the front-page headline On our side, Express reports that Baroness Ashton has announced that the EU will soon begin visa liberalization dialogue with Kosovo. Ashton called on Thaçi to implement reforms in the rule of law and implement the agreements with Serbia. The leading front-page headline in Epoka e Re reads Ashton seals it: Dialogue on visas begins in December.
Koha Ditore quotes sources in the EU as saying that reports that the Kosovo delegation in Brussels would receive a visa liberalization roadmap is misunderstanding or misrepresentation by the media.

Asked by Koha Ditore on how willing the Kosovo Government is to enter talks for a special status or treatment for the northern part of Kosovo, Thaçi said, “under no circumstance, no one has mentioned something like this and it hasn’t even been thought about. The document of President Ahtisaari lays out a solid foundation for respecting all minorities and is the most advanced document for communities throughout Europe.” 

Jahjaga: Agreement with Serbia, only on bilateral interests (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga stated at the Kosovo Assembly that each agreement reached between Kosovo and Serbia in Brussels, should be guaranteed by the EU and that all of them should benefit both parties equally.  She admonished  the end of the supervisory phase of the country’s independence and ushered in the beginning of state sovereignty through rule of law. 
During her address to the lawmakers, a Constitutional obligation of the President, Atifete Jahjaga guaranteed that all agreements reached with Serbia will be in the interest of Kosovo citizens and in accordance with its European path. President Jahjaga stressed that the independence of Kosovo is an irreversible process and that territorial integrity is nonnegotiable. She appealed to Serbia’s leadership to give up territorial claims and stop financing parallel structures in the three northern municipalities, which are holding citizens hostage. 
In her yearly speech in front of the deputies of Kosovo she made it clear that Serbia’s hegemony in Balkans is over. She also said the Kosovo state is determined to implement the rule of law under the Ahtisaari Plan in the north of Kosovo. According to her, there’s no alternatice to the plan and it cannot be modified. 
Hailing the start of the removal of barricades, President Jahjaga addressed Serb citizens of Kosovo, saying that they have equal rights, based on the Constitution and laws of Kosovo, and that Kosovo is the fatherland of all. She further assessed in front of the deputies of Kosovo that the country is in momentum that requires engagement of all, and action, since there is no time to be lost. Clarification of the European road, she added, is necessary, and it is an interest not only of Kosovo, but also of the region and EU. “We do not see any other road except for the European one,” said Jahjaga.
Hoxhaj: EU should put pressure on Serbia (Express) 
Express reports that Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj has appealed to the European Union to put pressure on Serbia and to make it respect the agreements with Kosovo. 
“The time has come for the EU to exercise serious pressure,” said Hoxhaj for Radio Free Europe. He also stated that Kosovo is ready to discuss with neighbors on overcoming their problems. “We are ready to continue the dialogue, but we do not think that it will bring results. We cannot continue with the meetings if Serbia is not ready to implement the agreements,” said Hoxhaj.
Government doesn’t obey motion on reciprocity (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the Government of Kosovo will not implement the motion passed one day earlier by Parliament obliging it to apply measures of full political reciprocity with Serbia. A senior government official, preferring to remain anonymous, told the paper that Kosovo is not in a position to apply such policies vis-à-vis Belgrade. “This is why the points of the motion will not be taken into consideration,” the official added.
Meanwhile, two deputy prime ministers, Hajredin Kuçi and Mimoza Kusari-Lila, did not confirm this but also did not say if they will implement the motion point by point. 
“The worst thing that could happen to Kosovo’s politics is to imitate those of Belgrade and I believe that politicians who imitate others are not very inventive. We will always pursue the logic of building our state identity, equal representation with others while not damaging others,” Kuçi said. 
Kusari-Lila, who is also Minister for Trade and Industry, said the Parliament’s decision is being implemented with respect to trade measures, whereas in other areas she said they need to be more specific. “Kosovo has its own policy of integration, a European policy, and it will not act the same as Serbia,” Kusari added.
Germany does not give in (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that it appears that the efforts of EU officials and mediator of the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia, Robert Cooper, to push member states to support Serbia’s bid for candidate status, mainly by arguing it has been constructive in the dialogue with Kosovo by reaching the IBM agreement, have not worked. Germany’s position against giving Serbia candidate status remains unchanged while is Austria also holding reservations.  Soldiers of these two EU countries were wounded during the clashes with Serb extremists, reports Koha Ditore. 

Koha Ditore has managed to see the latest draft of conclusions, which might undergo further changes, but currently they clearly show that the EU is already preparing to postpone the decision to March 2012. This has also been confirmed by diplomatic sources in Brussels. This time Serbia will likely receive only a “positive signal” and the promisse that the Council (not necessarily of the level of state leaders) could give the status of the candidate in March of next year, before which the IBM agreement must be in effect and a solution must be found to Kosovo’s participation in regional and international forums. The decision on Serbia’s candidate status is expected to be made today by the leaders of the EU states.
President with “parallel formation” against crime (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Government and the Assembly will not be the only institutions that will have bodies against organized crime and corruption. Within a few days, President of the country, Atifete Jahjaga, will also create her own mechanism, which will be a committee that gathers at least four times a year to coordinate  actions.
The President’s political advisor for judicial issues, Ariana Qosaj-Mustafa, announced that the President has used article 4 of point 3 of the Constitution to create the Anti-corruption Council, and that key institutions, mandated to draft and implement policies and anticorruption laws, will participate. According to her, civil society’s participation in this Council is also guaranteed. “It is a coordinating and reporting Council,” she said. 

Express reports that during her address to the Assembly the President changed her political course radically. She stated that after her visit to the US she will create two councils: one for the war against corruption and the other for European integration. This daily reports that according to analysts her initiatives do not have Constitutional ground. 

Jarinje and Bërnjak blocked again (dailies)
All dailies report that the border crossing points of Jarinje and Bërnjak have been blocked again by local Serbs. They have placed logs and stones. Local residents are keeping watch by the new barricades saying they are against the deployment of Albanian customs and police officers in northern Kosovo. 
Serbian media quoted Slobodan Homen, coordinator for media relations in the Serbian Government, as saying that Belgrade has called on citizens not to build new barricades in northern Kosovo as it will be in direct opposition to Serbia’s interests.

Prosecutor investigating Limaj on corruption leaves (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that if EULEX considers former Transport Minister Fatmir Limaj as a big fish, there are few chances it will catch him. Five months before the legal deadline for investigations against the former minister, the German prosecutor leading the investigations, Eduard Gurrof, is ending his mission in Kosovo. Sources from EULEX told the paper that the German prosecutor was not able to collect sufficient evidence that would send the suspect to prison. Sources from EULEX also said that it is possible that investigations against Limaj will be terminated. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Germany does not give in to Serbia

· Government doesn’t obey motion on reciprocity

· Thaçi: Implementation of Ahtisaari Package – only solution for the north

· Constitutional Court leaves MPs without supplementary pension

· Corruption in Kosovo part of the system

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Agreements with Serbia only on mutual interests (2)

· Jarinje and Bërnjak blocked again (2)

· President with “parallel formation” against crime (4)

· Prosecutor who investigated Limaj on corruption leaves (6)

Zëri

Front page

· LDK “wolves” in favor of closed lists

· Corruption takes Jahjaga to the U.S.

· Cufaj: No Brussels without Berlin

· Government doesn’t “obey” the Parliament

· Constitutional Court says halt privileges of MPs

· Veterans on the street

Other headlines

· Clinton reconfirms support for Kosovo (2)

· Austria against Serbia (2)

· No agreement on Kosovo’s regional representation (2)

· Kumnova calls for more engagement on missing persons (2)

· Plus: Implement agreements between Kosovo and Serbia (4)

· Minus: Names of Serbs who fought for Gaddafi are published (4) 

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Neck-deep in corruption

· A futile motion for Kusari-Lila

· Court removes privileges of MPs

· Some judges are under investigation

Other headlines

· Clinton and Ashton support Thaçi (3)

· Hoxhaj: EU to up pressure on Serbia (4)

· Israel considers recognition of Kosovo (4)

· Serbs build new barricades, NATO reacts (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Ashton stamps it, dialogue for visas starts this December

· Jahjaga for an official visit to the U.S.

· Zogaj family seeks punishment for Salustro and his friends

· AAK also attacked LDD

Other headlines

· Stefanovic: Discussions for Kosovo’s representation, continue (2)

· Solution for Kosovo crisis to be reached through dialogue (3)

· Israel might recognize Kosovo (3)

· Law for KLA war values approved (5)

· Deputies privileges anti-constitutional (4)

· Jahjaga: Serbia to give up territorial claims (7)
Express
Front page

· President’s jumping

· On our side

· Police “pearls” 

Other headlines

· Selimi: The sin of  the genesis (3)

· Hoxhaj: EU should put pressure on Serbia (4)

· Transparency International interested in corruption in Kosovo (5)

· Decide on Serbia (5)

· On our side (6)

· Anti-constitutional privileges (6)

Bota Sot

Front page

· With increased reciprocity, trade with Serbian goods continues

· Atifete Jahjaga: Integrity and sovereignty of the country untouchable 

· Constitutional Court: deputies’ privileges anti-constitutional

Other headlines

· Israel to recognize Kosovo next year (2)

· NATO appeals for dialogue and maturity (2)

· KFOR: Restrictions on freedom of movement unacceptable (2)

· Clinton: Kosovo proved its Euro-Atlantic vision (3)

· President Jahjaga goes on ten day visit to the US (3)

· Hoxhaj: EU should increase pressure against Serbia (3)

· The first KSF military attaché nominated to serve in the US (4)

· Ashton requests implementation of Kosovo-Serbian agreements (7)
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