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Main Stories                                 10 February
__________________________________________________
· Pristina refuses to talk about cultural heritage (dailies)
· Shala: No to talks on the six points (Express)

· Vetëvendosja commemorates protest of 10 February 2007 (dailies)   

· Bakoyannis: Kosovo in the OSCE, somewhat difficult (Koha Ditore)

· We will not celebrate February 17th (Express)
· Rexhepi calls for security (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Pristina refuses to talk about cultural heritage (Zëri, dailies)
Zëri reports that the Kosovo government refused UNMIK’s invitation to attend a joint meeting with Belgrade this afternoon to discuss cultural heritage issues at the expert level. UNMIK confirmed that it invited both Belgrade and Pristina to meet today in Pristina to sit down to discuss cultural and Serbian Orthodox religious heritage issues.

The Minister of Culture’s advisor for the media, Arbërore Riza, said the Kosovo Government has already planned a meeting precisely in this field and does not see a reason to duplicate its agenda, including with Belgrade as a party. “The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport will not take part in Tuesday’s meeting, because of the fact that it will duplicate a meeting that has already been initiated. We have formed the Forum for Cultural Heritage, where the same issues are discussed,” said Riza.

UNMIK spokesman Russell Geekie said that the United Nations administration invited both governments to these talks. But, according to him, neither of the parties confirmed their participation in the meeting. “The parties haven’t responded to the invitations that we have sent,” said Geekie. The UNMIK official said that the holding of the meeting depends on the parties. Therefore it remains for the head of UNMIK to be more engaged to convince both countries for the need for this kind of dialogue.

Shala: No to talks on the six points (Express)

Express quotes AAK principal deputy leader Blerim Shala as saying that if talks at the technical level are about UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s six-point plan then they are unacceptable. 
“If technical dialogue is about the implementation of the Ahtisaari Package, because we know that according to President Ahtisaari’s comprehensive proposal Belgrade should have a role in its implementation, then normally this is a welcome and fruitful dialogue and certainly all Kosovo citizens would benefit from this,” said Shala. 

“First of all, we have very little information as to what this is about,” Shala added. “We can only assume that this technical dialogue, as emphasized by international authorities, relates to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report from November 24 last year, which talks about the implementation of the six points, which was strongly rejected by the Kosovar leadership, both by the government and the opposition.”
Vetëvendosja commemorates protest of 10 February 2007 (dailies)   
All dailies report that the Vetëvendosja Movement held a roundtable yesterday commemorating the protest of 10 February 2007 when two people were killed as police moved in to break up the protest. 
Some of the requests from yesterday’s roundtable were that UNMIK Police members and their superior officers be brought to justice and the political leaders of that time be held accountable.

“The purpose of the police intervention on 10 February 2007 was to kill the demand of citizens,” said Visar Ymeri from the Vetëvendosja Movement. He added that although two years have passed none of the police officers or politicians have been held responsible.

Dailies report that Amnesty International has called for the punishment of those responsible for the killing of two Albanian youths on 10 February 2007. In a media communiqué, Amnesty International said that Romanian police officers should be punished for their crimes committed in Kosovo two years ago. 
“Mon Balaj and Arben Xheladini were killed by Romanian police officers while protesting peacefully. Even UNMIK has blamed the Romanians for this, therefore, there is no excuse for not bringing justice to its place,” Vetëvendosja said the communiqué.

Dailies also report that the Pristina-based Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms (CDHRF) has called on relevant authorities to set up an independent committee that would investigate the case in an unbiased fashion. 
CDHRF leader Pajazit Nushi sent a letter to local leaders, international representatives in Kosovo and human rights organizations, saying that regarding the case British authorities should investigate former UNMIK Police Commissioner Stephen Curtis and that U.S. authorities should investigate former PDSRSG Steven Schook.

Bakoyannis: Kosovo in the OSCE, somewhat difficult (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that during her visit to Albania, Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyannis was asked about the issue of Kosovo’s possible membership in the OSCE. “In order to become an OSCE member, you need to have the endorsement of 56 member states, because this organization works on the basis of consensus. This means that in the near future it will be very difficult for us to accept a new country, because as you know there are different opinions on Kosovo. For the time being, I don’t see a possibility for a consensus,” Bakoyannis was quoted as saying.

We will not celebrate February 17th (Express)
Express reports that Serbs in the north will continue to oppose the independence of Kosovo and its first anniversary might be followed by protests, the Secretary in the Serb Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic told Express. However, the decision for the protests will be taken by local leaders and citizens and not from the Serbian government.

Ivanovic has rejected the possibility – as had been announced in the Serbian media – that the Serbian Assembly would hold a symbolic session in the north of Kosovo in order to demonstrate the sovereignty of Serbia over Kosovo. He said ironically that the Serbian Assembly would not even celebrate the anniversary of the declaration of Kosovo’s independence.

“The local protests are possible, those are not organized from the government, and are organized by local Serbs,” said Ivanovic.
Rexhepi calls for security (Express)

Express reports that the political and security municipal authorities in Mitrovica have evaluated that the security situation in this town during the past week has been in general peaceful, but they demanded from the authorities to keep up the level of readiness.

At a meeting of the security commission, the head of the municipality, Bajram Rexhepi, said that in the past week there have been no serious incidents which would reflect on the security situation. In this context, he referred to the protests of the Serbs in the north held on 5 February that did not influence the security situation.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Procurement, collective training in Italy for €150,000

· Ministry of Culture turns down UNMIK’s invitation

· Bakoyannis: Kosovo in the OSCE, somewhat difficult

· The refused give another chance to talks

· Bajrami: Between the anvil and the hammer

· Security Council to be established on February 11

· AKR and AAK, in race over supervision of AKI

Other headlines

· Perpetrators must be brought to justice (2)

· Amnesty International: Romanian police officers should be punished for February 10th (2)

· Nushi: International investigations against Curtis and Schook (2)

· Bajrush Morina’s provisional release is approved (6)

· Police with an operative plan for Serb protest (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Pristina refuses to talk about cultural heritage with Belgrade

· Former KPC members abandon plan to protest

· Opposition will ask at the Assembly for decision on elections to be returned to the table of consultations

· Shala: Sejdiu is not entitled to interpret the Constitution

· Pack: This generation of Serbs will not accept Kosovo’s independence

· Why was there no auditing on the €600,000 Independence Fund?

Other headlines

· Editorial: Who is ready to say: I was wrong? (3)

· Dijakonescu: Romania will not recognize Kosovo (4)

· Daci says institutions should be mature (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Constitutional Court, 12 candidates are secret

· Editorial: Scandal of justice two years later

· Talks, meeting on heritage fails

· February 10th, an open wound

Other headlines

· Demaçi: Do not forget! (2)

· Sejdiu optimistic for new recognitions (4)

· Former KPC members postpone protest (4)

· Americans, a missile base in Albania? (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Two years later, tears and disappointment, justice is nowhere to be found

· Amnesty International calls for punishment of Romanian police officers for February 10th killings 

· Oseku: Two years later, crime is still being hidden

Other headlines

· Jeremic: Decisions of neighbouring countries to recognize Kosovo are regrettable (2)

· Dacic: Serbian police interested to participate in EULEX (2)

· Pristina says no to talks (3)

· Sejdiu: No talks on closed matters (3)

· Talks only as two sovereign countries (3)

· LDD: Kosovo institutions must be mature (3)

· Kurti: Where is justice? (4)

Express
Front page

· Parties hesitate to talk

· Mine of Hade

Other headlines

· 10th of February (3)

· Shala: No for the six-points (4)

· Kosovo is not a condition for Serbia (4)

· Don’t apply for the membership (5)

· We wont celebrate 17th of February (4)

· Disappointed in NATO (4)

Lajm
Front page

· And the President with visa

· Pristina refuses the invitation for talks

Other headlines

· LDD: The constitution to be respected in the talks with Belgrade (2)

· Romania does not change its stance over Kosovo (2)

· The process of the integration of the Balkans ends in 2014 (3)

· Pack: For the recognition from Serbia should not be talked now (3)

· The protests in the north wont reflect in the south (4)

· The murderers still at large (4)

· The ‘compromise’ achieved, the protest postponed (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The strategy of the government: wait and shut up

· The talks about cultural heritage refused  

Other headlines 

· Bajrush Morina released from the Hague Tribunal (2)

· Kosovo in Belgrade talks with Belgrade (3)

· The idea of division will kill Kosovo as a state (5)

· The Kosovo embassies hostage of the law on public procurement (6)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Who stole the car of Minister Pajaziti?

· The Ministry of Culture wont take part in the meeting, because it will be re-duplication of meetings

Other headlines 

· The Constitution to be completed in April (3)

· Continuous support for independence (3)

· KIA toward its completion (3)

· CDHRF: International investigation over Schook and Curtis (4)

· Pack: This generation of Serbs will not recognize Kosovo (9) 

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Geekie: Belgrade-Pristina talks unnecessarily politicized (Beta)

· Ivanovic: Only technical talks with Pristina (Beta)

· Bogdanovic: Dialogue on protection of heritage in Kosovo to start soon (Beta)

· Rally to be held in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

Geekie: Belgrade-Pristina talks unnecessarily politicized (Beta)

UNMIK spokesman Russell Geekie stated that the UN mission has not yet received replies from either Pristina or Belgrade concerning the invitation for their representatives to meet this week and start talks on the cultural-historical heritage in Kosovo, but he voiced hope that the meeting would be held on Tuesday. Geekie said that UNMIK Head Lamberto Zannier, if the meeting is not held on Tuesday, would continue to insist on the talks. Pristina and Belgrade have unnecessarily politicized the invitation for technical talks, Geekie assessed.

Representatives of the Kosovo Ministry of Culture will not take part in the Pristina-Belgrade meeting on the cultural and historic heritage in Kosovo, Culture Minister Advisor Arbrora Riza stated.

Ivanovic: Only technical talks with Pristina (Beta)

The State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic said that there would quite certainly be no direct negotiations between Belgrade and Kosovo Albanians, but that only technical issues could be discussed at this point. Pointing that the authorities in Belgrade consider there is not any use from direct negotiations in the present situation, Ivanovic said that the authorities in Pristina do not wish any talks on the status, because they consider themselves the representatives of an independent state. We will quite certainly not give them this recognition, stressed Ivanovic. He added that Belgrade can discuss only the implementation of the UN six-point plan that refers to the resolution of daily problems of Serbs in Kosovo.

Bogdanovic: Dialogue on protection of heritage in Kosovo to start soon (Beta)

Even though the authorities in Belgrade have not received, according to usual procedure, the invitation for the talks on the protection of the cultural heritage in Kosovo, the Serbian government adheres to the stand that the dialogue in accordance with the adopted plan of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon need to start as soon as possible, said Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic. He said that he had reiterated in the correspondence with UNMIK Head Lamberto Zannier Belgrade’s readiness for constructive cooperation towards having talks on the implementation of the UN six-point plan commence as soon as possible.

Rally to be held in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

A rally will be held on Tuesday in Kosovska Mitrovica as a sign of protest over the poor security situation in the north of the province and the arrival of EULEX at the boundary crossings. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















