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Main Stories                                 10 March
__________________________________________________
· Zapatero: Spain will not recognize Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Ban Ki-moon’s report to be published soon (Koha Ditore)

· Belgrade asks UNMIK and EULEX for urgent meeting on Sillovo  (Koha Ditore)

· Haradinaj: Thaçi contributed greatly to development of corruption (dailies)
· Thaçi repeats invitation to Tadic to visit Pristina (Zëri/Koha Ditore)

· Republic of Palau recognizes independence of Kosovo (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Zapatero: Spain will not recognize Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading story that the Prime Minister of Spain Jose Luis Zapatero has promised to support Serbia against the independence of Kosovo.
Under the headline Zapatero: Spain will not recognize Kosovo, Koha Ditore reports that the Spanish Prime Minister has maintained the Spanish position since the declaration of Kosovo’s independence by actively working against the country which has been recognized by 22 European Union member states. Zapatero made these remarks after a meeting in Madrid with Serbian President Boris Tadic. 
“Spain’s position on the unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence is known – it is non-recognition,” Zapatero was quoted as saying. “We have maintained this position and we will continue to do so in the future.”

Addressing a joint press conference, Serbian President Tadic said, “Serbia would never recognize an independent Kosovo. “Serbia will not give up on its territorial integrity…with legal and diplomatic means, and it will never recognize the independence of Kosovo,” Tadic added.
Ban Ki-moon’s report to be published soon (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports in one of the front-page stories that two weeks before the UN Security Council session on Kosovo, the format of the meeting is not known. In the meantime, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is drafting the report he will present to Security Council members. “The report of the Secretary-General is being drafted and we expect it will be disseminated soon to Security Council members,” said UN spokesman in New York, Brendan Varma. He did not want to speculate on the content of the document.
Belgrade asks UNMIK and EULEX for urgent meeting on Sillovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic told FoNet news agency on Monday that he has called for an urgent meeting with UNMIK and EULEX representatives on the situation in Sillovo, but also in other settlements “where the Serb community is being destabilized through electricity cuts.”

“We call on UNMIK and EULEX to intervene and prevent a true humanitarian catastrophe, which can happen to Serbs in settlements where there are power cuts,” Bogdanovic added.

Haradinaj: Thaçi has contributed greatly to development of corruption (dailies)
Several dailies cover a debate that AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj attended yesterday in Pristina, where he stressed his criticism of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi for “an extreme level of corruption in Kosovo”
“Without a governing plan, it is hard to believe that we know what is happening to us…Corruption has reached an extreme level, our development is at stake,” Haradinaj was quoted as saying.

Haradinaj also claimed that Thaçi was compromising the post of Prime Minister, among other things in secret meetings with Serbian businessmen in Skopje, while on the other hand [Haradinaj] tried to find excuses for his own wealth claiming that he received assistance to build his house in Prishtina.
Thaçi repeats invitation to Tadic to visit Pristina (Zëri/Koha Ditore)
Zëri reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Monday that his invitation to Serbian President Boris Tadic to visit Kosovo is still open. Asked if he would visit Belgrade if invited by Tadic, Thaçi said the goal of the Government of Kosovo was to create peace in the Balkans. 
On the same issue, Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Thaçi’s invitation to Tadic has caused different reactions in Kosovo. The international presence in Pristina hesitates to comment on Thaçi’s statement, whereas the opposition is skeptical about the seriousness of Thaçi’s offer. Meanwhile, the families of missing persons said that Serbia should first apologize to Kosovo before official meetings can be held.
Republic of Palau recognizes independence of Kosovo (dailies)
Dailies report that the Republic of Palau has recognized the independence of Kosovo, thus becoming the 56th country to recognize the independent and sovereign state of Kosovo. “We share your enthusiasm, because we too became an independent and sovereign state in 1994 and we joined the United Nations as the youngest member,” Palau President Johnson Toribiong wrote in a letter to Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Zapatero: Spain will not recognize Kosovo

· Republic of Palau recognizes Kosovo

· Haradinaj: Thaçi has a major contribution on development of corruption 

· Ban Ki-moon’s report to publish soon 

· Kramaric: Prekaz, a place of a lesson for the World

Other headlines

· Topalli: Kosovo will not lack support of Albanian Assembly (2)

· Handshaking should not happen prior to Serbia’s apology (3)

· Silovo Serbs want a solution at Kosovo level, KEK wants indebts (4)

· Belgrade asks UNMIK and EULEX for an urgent meeting (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Constitutional Court still far from treating matters

· Republic of Palau recognizes Kosovo

· Krasniqi and Feith discuss application of Ahtisaari’s plan

· Haradinaj: Thaçi carries a major contribution for development of corruption 

Other headlines

· AKR requests a Ministry for diaspora (2)

· Thaçi reiterates his invitation for Tadic to visit Pristina (3)

· Spain will not recognize Kosovo (3)

· Police and protesters in Silovo split up peacefully, new protests admonished (4)

· Debt of Silovo Serbs to KEK is 648 thousand euros (4)

· Functioning of Intelligence Agency awaits institutional actions (5)

· Macedonia and Kosovo build a joint power plant (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Republic of Palau, 56th state to recognize independent Kosovo

· Editorial: A decade of waiting and anxiety

· Haradinaj gets ready for Pristina

· Tadic still without an answer

· Government, without a position on CEFTA

Other headlines

· Pristina expects realistic evaluation by UNMIK (2)

· Minister Hyseni at the European Parliament (4)

· Feith informs Krasniqi on Vienna conference (4)

· Implementation of package, ICO gives advice (5)

· EULEX is not showing its “teeth” (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· They attack each other with accusations

· Thaçi remains faithful to invitation to Tadic

· Republic of Palau recognizes state of Kosovo

· Minister Hyseni at the European Parliament

Other headlines

· Spain insists, it objects Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Fragility of Kosovar judiciary (2)

· Germany and Czech Republic indicate downsizing of troops (2)

· Skopje has no information on trafficking of body organs (2)

· Opposition: EULEX is deviating from its mandate (3)

· Krasniqi and Feith discuss on current processes (4)

· Pristina expects realistic evaluation by UNMIK (5)

· Ivanovic: Serbian officials will never ask for permission to enter Kosovo (5)

Express
Front page

· KSF clans

· Enforcing argument

· Crisis unavoidable

· The 56th recognition

· Let him come

Other headlines

· Hyseni in Strasbourg for two days (4)

· Spanish known position (5)

· Feith interested on selections (6)

· They ignore the police (7)

Lajm
Front page

· There are facts

· Diaspora is being ignored

· Haradinaj: Thaçi to explain his secret meetings

· Halimi asks support for the Valley

· UNMIK has discriminated Albanian employees 

Other headlines

· Republic of Palau recognizes Kosovo (2)

· Feith avoids media again (2)

· Minister Hyseni to speak at European Parliament (3)

· Position toward Kosovo has dimmed Spain’s position at EU (3)

· EULEX: Many problems in judiciary (4) 

Bota Sot
Front page

· EULEX is not accepting Kosovo’s independence 

· Prime Minister to decide on Ministers 

· Serbia continues trafficking of arms in Kosovo

· Republic of Palau recognizes Kosovo 

Other headlines 

· Minister Jakxhillar for an official visit in Slovenia (4)

· Minister Hyseni at European Parliament (5)

· AKR: a ministry for diaspora and a few seats at the Assembly (6)

· Politicized protest (7)

InfoPress 
Front page

· KPA with Serb nominations

· The red line remains in power

· Palau recognizes Kosovo 

· Minister of Energy Justina Pula visits Macedonia

Other headlines 

· Check Republic admonishes reduction of troops in Kosovo (2)
· Kosovo a problem in the U.S. – Serbia relations (2)
· 30 applications for ambassadors position (3)
· Solana: Balkans toward EU (4)

· AKR wants a ministry for diaspora (4)

· Spain again against independence (4)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Tadic thankful for principled support of Spain (Tanjug/Beta)

· Urgent meeting requested with UNMIK, EULEX (FoNet)

· Fresh evidence on KLA attacks from Albania (RTS)

· Bishop Artemije: Urgent renovation of Serbian sanctities in Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Маldives: Investigation on recognition of Kosovo’s independence (RTS)

· Palau recognizes Kosovo (Beta)
Spain will not recognize Kosovo (Tanjug/Beta)

Serbian President Boris Tadic stated in Madrid that Serbia is very grateful to Spain for its principled stance not to recognize unilateral, illegally proclaimed Kosovo independence, and for its support to Serbia’s EU membership candidature. The Spanish stance on Kosovo is of great importance in regard to preservation of our territorial integrity, said Tadic at a joint press conference with Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero. Tadic reiterated that Serbia will never stop defending its integrity and it will not recognize Kosovo’s independence, but it will defend its integrity with legal means. Thus we point out the importance of a legal principle for the modern world and its stability, and should we undermine that principle, it can be undermined anywhere in the world, said Tadic. He emphasized that European future is also Serbia’s priority. Zapatero confirmed that Madrid supports Serbia in view of its European integration and said that Spain will not alter its stance on Kosovo. 

Serbian President Boris Tadic is in constant contact with Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic in the field of resolving problems in electricity supplies to Kosovo Serbs in Silovo. Commenting the intervention of the Kosovo Police against Serbs who rallied in protest because they have not had electricity for a week, he emphasized that any form of violence against Serbs in Kosovo must be excluded and that what is happening proves that their human rights are being threatened. He also discussed the difficult position of Kosovo Serbs with Zapatero. They emphasized that the human rights of Kosovo Serbs were being threatened.

Urgent meeting requested with UNMIK, EULEX (FoNet)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that an urgent meeting has been requested with UNMIK and EULEX representatives to discuss the situation in Silovo and other areas where the Serb communities are being destabilized through power cuts. In a statement to FoNet, Bogdanovic said that the use of repressive measures against members of the public protesting against power cuts in Silovo is inexcusable. We are asking for an urgent meeting between Serb representatives, UNMIK and EULEX, in order to resolve this problem as soon as possible. We are asking UNMIK and EULEX to intervene and prevent the humanitarian crisis which could occur in the Serb areas where power cuts are occurring, said the Minister. Bogdanovic said that proposals forwarded by Serbs to resolve energy supply problems in Serb areas of Kosovo have been ignored for some time now. He said that supply problems have existed for over nine years and power cuts are now being used to pressure Serbs into recognizing Kosovo.

Fresh evidence on KLA attacks from Albania (RTS)

The War Crimes Prosecution has new evidence that KLA members had a base in Albania. Among the evidence there is also a video recording of the KLA terrorist attack on the border guards of the Yugoslav Army on 30 September, 1998, when five soldiers were killed and two wounded. This evidence confirms that the terrorists acted from Albania, which was giving them logistic support. “I think that this is more than enough of material to launch a serious investigation in Albania, but also sufficiently convincing for our colleagues in the CoE and other international institutions,” the spokesperson of the War Crimes Prosecution Bruno Vekaric told RTS. New evidence received by the Prosecution from journalist sources in Albania partially refers to the subject of trafficking of human organs of kidnapped Serbs and other non-Albanians from Kosovo.

Bishop Artemije: Urgent renovation of Serbian sanctities in Kosovo (Tanjug)

The Raska-Prizren Bishop Artemije has appealed with UNESCO representatives to start at the soonest the reconstruction of destroyed Serb churches and monasteries in Kosovo, while he expressed worry over the delays of works on those projects. In the talks with UNESCO representatives in Gracanica, Artemije has pointed that the renovation would contribute to the preservation of the Serb heritage in the province and be encouragement to the Serb people in that territory, the Eparchy stated. Especially discussed was the participation of the Russian Federation in the renovation of Serb sanctities and the priorities that will be set in agreement with the Raska-Prizren Eparchy, reads the statement.

Маldives: Investigation on recognition of Kosovo’s independence (RTS)

The President of Maldives Muhamed Nashid has ordered the police to investigate the allegations of the two million dollar bribe received by the government officials to recognize independence of Kosovo, the Maldives media report. The wave of accusations on the bribe was launched at the beginning of March by the opposition Islamic Democratic Party, which accused the government officials of receiving money from Pacoli, but Foreign Minister Ahmed Shahid rejected these allegations immediately. He also said that the decision on recognizing Kosovo had been brought after consultations with the US, Great Britain and several Islamic states. The essence of Pacoli’s engagement, as the Maldives media report, represents an attempt of the Kosovo businessman to improve the rating of his party, the Alliance for New Kosovo, by assuming the merits for the Maldives’ decision to recognize independence of Kosovo.

Palau recognizes Kosovo (Beta)
The Pacific island nation of Palau has recognized Kosovo, Kosovo Albanian authorities have announced. “The Kosovo embassy in Washington, charge d'affairs Avni Spahiju was given a latter by President of the Republic of Palau Johnson Toribiong that confirms that this state has recognized the independence of Kosovo,” Pristina’s foreign affairs ministry said in a statement. The statement also says that President Toribiong, who is visiting the United States, has thus answered positively to Kosovo President Fatmir Sjediu’s request. Palau has a population of some 20,000 people and before it gained independence in 1994 it was a UN trusteeship administered by the United States. It is the 56th state that has recognized Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independence. 
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