[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                     10 March 2011
__________________________________________________
· For the EU dialogue started well and pleasantly (Koha Ditore)

· Tahiri: We will not accept solution that requires change of laws (K. Ditore)

· Kosovo conditions with reciprocity of recognition (Koha Ditore)

· Feith: Kosovo and Serbia are talking as two states (dailies)

· Rohan: I don’t see danger for the Kosovo status from talks (Koha Ditore)

· Parliamentary groups don’t agree on draft resolution (dailies)

· List of deputy ministers finalized (Zëri)

· In CEFTA together with UNMIK (Kosova Sot)

· Dick Marty today at the European Parliament (Koha Ditore) 

· EULEX unwanted in the north (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

For the EU dialogue started well and pleasantly (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that in Brussels on Wednesday late afternoon has ended the first meeting between the delegation of Kosovo and Serbia in the framework of the dialogue which is facilitated by European Union. At the end, all three parties, the delegation of Kosovo and Serbia as well as the European Union in the capacity of facilitator, called the meeting constructive and a good start of the dialogue. 
“The meeting was conducted in a constructive and cordial atmosphere, it was informative and productive. Both parties reaffirmed their commitment for the dialogue and their willingness to continue with the process,” says a press release issued by the EU at the close of the meeting. While referring to the topics which have been discussed in the first meeting, it says: “The meeting also discussed regional trade and freedom of movement of goods, an issue of particular importance for the economic development of the small individual markets which compose the South Eastern Europe region. The CEFTA agreement, which is the basis of the establishment of an open regional market, is key to the economic development in the region. The two parties reviewed positively their participation to CEFTA and confirmed that they will participate during the 2011 Chairmanship.”

Sources say that the stances aligned about cadastres, civil registry and aviation but there are big differences about the seals of Kosovo Customs. The Head of Kosovo delegation in this dialogue, Edita Tahiri, continues to call this dialogue as only technical dialogue between two independent states while her Serb counterpart Borislav Stefanovic emphasized that “such statements are only for internal consumption in Kosovo”.

Tahiri: We will not accept solution that requires change of laws (K. Ditore)

In an interview for the paper, Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister and chief of negotiations with Belgrade Edita Tahiri stressed that the dialogue will focus on technical and practical issues accumulated over the past years between Kosovo and Serbia. She said the dialogue stems from the UN General Assembly resolution which has recognized the ICJ decision on the legality of Kosovo’s declaration of independence and has called on the sides to talk under EU facilitation but also noted the US will be part of the process. 

Tahiri reaffirmed that status of Kosovo will not be among the issues discussed in talks but she admitted there are issued which implicate status issue. “However, there can always be practical solutions without touching the status issue,” she said. “All our proposals and the possibility of an agreement with the Serbian side can happen if this solution does not touch on the sovereignty and independence of Kosovo,” Tahiri is quoted. 
Kosovo conditions with reciprocity of recognition (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that for as long as Serbia does not recognize Kosovo, Kosovo will not recognize Serbia either. While Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has been stating in recent days that at the end of Kosovo-Serbia dialogue, both countries will recognize one another, his deputy Hajredin Kuçi has gone even further by insisting that only those countries which recognize Kosovo will receive recognition from Kosovo. At the same time, the head of Kosovo Assembly Jakup Krasniqi emphasized that regardless from the act of recognition, reality shows that Kosovo and Serbia are two independent states.

Feith: Kosovo and Serbia are talking as two states (dailies)

The beginning of the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade and the readiness of two countries to solve vital issues for their citizens, has been considered by ICR Pieter Feith as one of the most positive steps since the declaration of independence of Kosovo. “Kosovo and Serbia talk as two independent states, I want to emphasize this, as two independent states and the talks are on issues relating to the interest of the two countries, they don’t have to do with the territory or with the status”, emphasized Feith.
Rohan: I don’t see danger for the Kosovo status from talks (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the former UN mediator for Kosovo status, Albert Rohan, has positively evaluated the start of new talks between Kosovo and Serbia. In a statement for Koha Ditore, Rohan said that the talks between two neighboring countries are normal and necessary. “All the civilized countries in the world conclude arrangements with their neighbors in connection with a variety of practical issues and they cooperate on issues of common interest. Furthermore, in the case of Kosovo and Serbia, there are a number of unresolved problems which are coming from the division of two countries. Therefore, it is final time for Pristina and Belgrade to discuss and resolve those issues”, said Rohan. 
Addressing the expressed fear of Kosovo in connection with the lack of guarantees that during the process of the dialogue status issue and the constitutional and its legal order will not be touched, Rohan said that he does not see such danger from the already started talks in Brussels. “I don’t see any danger for Kosovo status. Kosovar side would be refusing strongly any move which would question the status and in this they will have full political support of all the countries that have recognized independence of Kosovo. This is also known to Belgrade, also to the EU as facilitator”, said Rohan for Koha Ditore.

Parliamentary groups don’t agree on draft resolution (dailies)

Heads of four parliamentary groups, PDK, LDK, Vetëvendosje and AAK, after a lengthy meeting yesterday failed to agree on a joint draft resolution regarding talks with Serbia which would be voted at the Assembly today. They however scheduled another meeting for this morning in the final bid to reach a compromise on the text of the draft resolution.  

Express however quotes head of PDK group Adem Grabovci as saying that the draft resolution will be presented to the Assembly today and that the document will have the support of all major parties, except for Vetëvendosje.  

List of deputy ministers finalized (Zëri)

The paper reports that the ruling parties have agreed on the names of deputy ministers during this government’s mandate. According to the agreement, PDK will have 15 deputy ministers, AKR coalition will have 5 while 10 are reserved for community members. The paper quotes sources saying that Astrit Haraçia, former Minister of Culture and now part of the Ibrahim Rugova List, is also expected to take one deputy ministerial post and this, say sources, was the cause of disagreements within PDK as Haraçia was rumoured to be among the ‘corrupt ministers’. 

In CEFTA together with UNMIK (Kosova Sot)

The paper writes that although Kosovo formally is to take over CEFTA presidency on 11 March 2011 it will also be represented by an UNMIK official as the mission has signed the agreement on behalf of Kosovo. Minister of Trade and Industry Mimoza Kusari-Lila said UNMIK has signed the agreement and Kosovo takes part in the agreement as was signed in 2006. “However, the political and substantial decision will be from Kosovo institutions and a MTI representative will also take part in the meeting,” Kusari-Lila said.
Dick Marty today at the European Parliament (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the rapporteur of the Council of Europe, Dick Marty, that has drafted the report with accusations for organ trafficking in Kosovo, accusing also Prime Minister Thaçi for involvement, is expected to speak today at a closed session of the Committee for Foreign Policies at the European Parliament. Koha Ditore reports that the European Parliament has requested several times for Marty to speak also in front of this body, adding that some of the deputies there have expressed suspicions regarding some data in Marty’s report and want thorough classifications. This daily stresses that many deputies support the idea for EULEX to commence the investigations, even though Marty has expressed suspicions regarding EULEX’s readiness to investigate the case properly. 

EULEX unwanted in the north (Express) 

Express reports that on Wednesday morning, Zubin Potok was full of pamphlets of the Association of businesses, which have proclaimed EULEX unwanted. The pamphlets say that EULEX has violated Resolution 1244, by trying to present Serbs in the north of Kosovo as criminals, because they do not want to pay taxes and customs obligations to “the so called Republic of Kosovo.” 

“EULEX has openly taken the side of the institutions of the so called state of Kosovo. EULEX in the northern part of Kosovo has violated the human rights, freedom of movement as well as the right of work,” say the pamphlets adding that EULEX in a biased manner are making pressure on Serbs, in order to integrate them in the institutions of Kosovo state. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· For the EU dialogue has started well and heartily

· Kosovo puts the reciprocity recognition condition

· Parliamentary groups without acceptable resolution for talks

· Rohan: I don’t see a danger for Kosovo status from talks

· Tahiri: We will not accept solution that requires change of laws

Other headlines

· Kosovo and Serbia discussing as two countries (4)

· Dick Marty before European Parliament today (5)

· Kuçi: Mediation for reducing number of cases in the courts (6)

· Government shows solidarity with Musliu family by granting €5,000 (7)

· EC: Kosovo needs election reform (7)

· Kosovo to review possibility of leaving CEFTA (8)

· Turks buy Llamkos (8)

· PTK’s dividend ‘reconciles’ Government with IMF (9)

Zëri
Front page

· “Bechtel” smuggling 

· Edita doesn’t know the topics

· List of deputy ministers finalised

Other headlines

· Feith: Kosovo status untouchable in the dialogue (2)

· Dialogue between two EU aspiring states (2)

· EULEX begins investigations on Marty’s allegations (2)

· Kosovo ensures support from Arab countries (2)

· Thaçi invites the opposition to be included in the dialogue (4)

· Mustafa: Talks were rushed (4)

· Pacolli asks for support from the World Bank (4)

· Constructive on technical issues (5)

· CEFTA sending investors away (6)

· Llamkos sold for €6.5 million (7)

· Government decides to sell PTK shares (8)

· Pacolli visited the family of Leutrim Musliu (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Without concrete agreement

· In CEFTA together with UNMIK 

· FT: Kosovo loses, Serbia wins in talks 

· Increase of salaries included in the budget

· Turks buy Llamkos for €6.5 million 

· Editorial: State or UNMIK  

Other headlines

· Split over the resolution (3)

· Thaçi assesses dialogue with Serbia (3)

· Feith: No talks on status (3)

· Portugal deploys 108 troops to Kosovo (4)

· Reform in institutions for EU integrations (4)

· EULEX begins investigations on Marty’s allegations (4)

· 75% of PTK shares on sale (4)

· EU calls for election reform (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Dialogue, a good start, first results expected soon

· Feith: Kosovo and Serbia discuss as two states

· Thaçi: Dialogue with Belgrade will result as successful

· Draft-budget ready for Friday

· Positions on resolution get closer

Other headlines

· Portugal sends 108 soldiers to Kosovo (2)

· Valero: Dialogue between the two countries aspiring Europe (2)

· Krasniqi: Dialogue, on the benefit of citizens (3)

· Kosovo assures support of Arabic countries (3)

· EU supports election reform (4)

· Remember demonstrations of ‘81 (4)

· Strikers warn on protest, municipality threatens (6)

· Limak – Airport de Lion, to take over managing of Pristina Airport (8)

· Are we in CEFTA or not? (9)

· Kusari Lila meets Khaldoun Sinho (9)

· Pacolli: The perpetrator to be found as soon as possible (10)

· Youth from minorities called to apply at KSF (11)

Express

Front page

· False image

· Close to agreement

· Mayor under investigation

· Dangers of Kosova e Re

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Dialogue with Serbia, negotiations with EU (2)

· Gjuraj: Impossible democracy of Islam (4)

· Find a solution (4)

· Discussions through the Assembly (5)

· Dialogue between states (5)

· Recommend election reforms (6)

· EULEX not wanted in the north (7)

· Alarming figures (7)

Lajm
Front page

· Talks without tension

· Dialogue between two independent states

· Optimistic about the resolution

Other headlines

· In the right path? (2)
· Buehler: Without danger for unrest (4)

· Recommendations for elections reform (4)

· Belgium confirmed support for Kosovo (6)
· Support from Arabic states (6)

· Sovereignty undisputed (6)
· Commitment in the rule of law (6)

· Harmonized with IMF (8)

· EULEX investigates the file of Zhegovci (13)
Bota Sot
Front page

· There is no resolution for talks, political parties with different stances

· President Pacolli: Perpetrator to be caught and brought before justice

· EU Parties committed to the dialogue
Other headlines

· Director of Kosovar intelligence reported to the President Pacolli (3)
· EULEX starts the investigations about Marty’s accusations (6)

· Talks Kosovo-Serbia with “closed doors” (5)

· Government welcomes eventual resolutions of Kosovo Assembly (6)
· Minister Çitaku met with Turkish Ambassador in Kosovo (6)

· FT: Kosovo loses, Serbia wins in the political field (7)

· Kosovo ensures support from Arab countries (9)

· Minister Gashi signs resolution for the development of the countries of the region (9)

· Governor without the will of the Government (10)

Infopress
Front page

· Aristotels of the Government

· They avoid the status

· IMF agrees about salaries?

· Hasty talks

Other headlines

· EULEX has started investigations for organs (2)

· They don’t agree for resolution (2)

· Kosovo loses, Serbia wins (4)

· Status not negotiable (4)
· Dialogue between two states (5)
· Kosovo’s failure to lead CEFTA? (6)
Belgrade Media Highlights
9 March
· A solution far away (Novosti)

· Bogdanovic: Historic compromise attainable through upcoming talks between Belgrade- Pristina (Beta/B92)

· Carpenter: No expectations from Belgrade-Pristina talks (Tanjug)

· Divjak released from extradition prison on bail (FoNet/Tanjug)

· Vukcevic: Documents on Divjak submitted to Justice Ministry (RTS)

· Recommendations “soak” Lagumdzija’s concept of authority (Politika)

A solution far away (Novosti)

Cadastre and birth certificates were the first two topics discussed by the Belgrade and Pristina negotiating teams at the opening of the long-awaited dialogue in Brussels. “”I am very pleased. We didn’t resolve immediately concrete problems, but we found in all of them merging points and possibilities for resolving them. It was a good meeting that will give more results today and at the following meetings. We remain optimists as we have been so far,” the head of the Belgrade negotiating team Borko Stefanovic said following the meeting with the Pristina delegation. “We offered concrete solutions that were drafted in detail, and we found certain points of agreement that are giving us guarantees that we will be able to continue in this direction until the resolution of each of the concrete issues,” said Stefanovic. The Pristina team arrived unprepared for the meeting. Nervousness in the Pristina team was also visible in Tahiri’s first statement who has twice insisted on the “Kosovo state” and “Kosovo republic” within several minutes. Novosti learns that the plan is for the teams to meet in Brussels every three-four weeks in order to have time to convey the things they discussed to the authorities in Belgrade and Pristina. The head of the Pristina negotiating team Edita Tahiri told Novosti that official talks would commence only when the assembly in Pristina adopts the resolution on the dialogue. “We will talk with Belgrade only on technical issues, and I hope the other side will also have a constructive approach in resolving the problems.” Asked whether the Kosovo Serbs would take part in the Pristina negotiating team, Tahiri said: “The dialogue will not include political issues, i.e. it will not deal with the status as this is a closed chapter for us. This is a technical dialogue between two governments that have their representatives, and as the issues change so will the composition of expert teams also change.”

Bogdanovic: Historic compromise attainable through upcoming talks between Belgrade- Pristina (Beta/B92)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo and Metohija Goran Bogdanovic said that the talks between Belgrade and Pristina could signify a turning point in the relations between Serbs and Albanians.

Bogdanovic told the Beta news agency that the negotiations in Brussels could pave the way for a historic compromise. However, we should not have high aspirations right away. It is vital that the talks begin and that they start resolving issues crucial to the life of people in the province, the Minister stressed, voicing his expectation that serious steps will be made to resolve the issues important to the Serb community. He said that the negotiations will last long and added that technical issues will be discussed at the beginning, whereas the issues related to sovereignty will be raised later. Bogdanovic stressed it is good that the talks are not limited by time, adding that it is very important not to start negotiations with imposed solutions.


Carpenter: No expectations from Belgrade-Pristina talks (Tanjug)

The Vice President for Defense and Foreign Policy Studies of the prominent Cato Institute in Washington Ted Carpenter has told Tanjug that he does not expect much from the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue. The dialogue has no vital importance, Carpenter said. It is a kind of diplomatic posture which aims at persuading the western forces that Belgrade and Pristina are reasonable and ready to talk via diplomatic mechanisms, Carpenter said. Carpenter explains both sides’ readiness to meet in Brussels with their determination to build credibility in the eyes of the EU, whose leading forces expect them to show reason and flexibility. When it comes to the US role in that theatre, as Carpenter called it, instead of gradually withdrawing from that problem and leave it to others to solve, an uncontrollable desire prevailed in the Washington administration to interfere in any controversial issue. The EU is waving a carrot at both sides, particularly Belgrade, so as to make Serbia more reasonable, and at the same time they are counting on Serbia’s desire to accelerate its EU integration. Caprenter warns that Serbia’s hopes for a speedy EU integration could be shattered, as due to the growing resistance towards further enlargement of the EU, which itself has economic difficulties and there will be no new accessions in the next few years. If Belgrade thinks that it will accelerate the EU integration process by making concessions, that is false hope, Carpenter assessed. Since the US and the EU insist that the Kosovo status should not be discussed, Pristina has a stronger negotiating position, as its main goal will not be undermined, Carpenter concluded.

Divjak released from extradition prison on bail (FoNet/Tanjug)

Former B&H Army general Jovan Divjak has been released from extradition prison in Austria on a 500,000 euro bail.  A spokesperson for the court that made the decision has said that Divjak will not be able to leave Austria and that he has had to surrender his passport to the authorities. It has also been announced that the extradition court will take “at least a month” to decide on whether to send Divjak to Serbia.
Vukcevic: Documents on Divjak submitted to Justice Ministry (RTS)

Serbian War Crimes Prosecutor Vladimir Vukcevic has stated that he submitted to the Serbian Justice Ministry, which is authorized for filing extradition requests, the documentation necessary for the extradition of Jovak Divjak, former B&H Army general accused of war crimes in Sarajevo in 1992. “I believe that there is a sufficient degree of reasonable doubt that Divjak took part in committing the crime in Dobrovoljacka Street in Sarajevo in 1992, and regardless of Austria's decision and the political statements being made, I am only doing what is in accordance with the law. If my actions, which I was entitled to make, are an obstacle on the EU pathway, I consent to stepping down,” Vukcevic told a news conference. He said that he will not classify victims depending on whose political officials were more and whose were less to blame for the atrocities of the nineties. “There are at least 39 victims of serious crime in three events in Dobrovoljacka Street, and I will certainly not forget any of them,” Vukcevic underscored, listing the names of all 39 victims. Vukcevic said that, regardless of the pressures and criticisms, he has no right and he will not “trade in people who are already dead.”

Recommendations “soak” Lagumdzija’s concept of authority (Politika)

The Chairman of the B&H Presidency Nebojsa Radmanovic thinks that the announced government formation in the B&H Federation without the two HDZ parties cannot guarantee either political or economic stability, and it might disturb the security situation which would be “catastrophic. “ He hopes this will not happen. The party signatories of the platform - SDP, SDA, HSP and the People’s Party have scheduled a constitutive session of the B&H Federation Parliament for 10 March even though the delegates have not yet been elected in three cantons with a Croat majority. The B&H Central Electoral Commission has warned again that “conditions have not been acquired” for holding a session and that the mandates “will not be confirmed in the House of Nations as long as it is not completely full.” Politika has learned that the chairman of the last convocation of the B&H Federation House of Nations Stjepan Kresic received yesterday a recommendation from official international circles to postpone the scheduled session for seven days so “the situation would relax” and the delegates would be elected in the remaining three cantons. Kresic, allegedly said he would “decide today” whether he would respect the recommendation that was sent, among others, by official Brussels as well. The HDZ B&H leader Dragan Covic has also warned the EU High Representative Valentin Inzko “of the danger” for B&H if the session is held and if the “will of the Croat people is ignored.” The latest SDP statement says that “all B&H citizens have become hostages” of an irresponsible and non-constitutional policy of the two HDZ parties that are “conducting a several-month-long blockade of government formation in the B&H Federation.”
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